J n Lt*  isS£> 


Lj_  .1  l ■ s~Q  t p 

'Mm 

pl.,!j,ii;Tp 

EH  OF  THE  YEAR 


Jim  White  on  th^Gumie^oSre 


Jonathan  Freedland  on  post-feminist  culture 


m 


g , $ i st  u m & , 

iL?^  uuJb-  -i  - 
s^lEr-sW’  "~ 


Environment 

^rrrn 


Revealed:  radical  plan  for  state  pensions 


Xmas  bonus  may 
go  in  shake-up 


David  Hancke 

WaftorinttarComspondant 


PLANS  to  Intro- 
duce in  flat  to  n- 
bu sting  pension 
rises  for  more 
than  10  million 
people  for  the 
first  time  since  Margaret 
Thatcher  abolished  them  17 
years  ago  are  being  examined 
by  Harriet  Harman,  the 
Social  Security  Secretary. 

Ministers  are  poised  to  dis- 
cuss the  plans  with  the  vet- 
eran trade  union  leader  awH 
pensioners’  champion,  Jack 
Jones,  at  a meeting  on 
September  2 as  part  of  Ms 


Harman's  pensions  review. 

A confidential  Whitehall 
paper  — seen  by  a Guardian 
source  — shows  that  the  De- 
partment of  Social  Security  is 
costing  the  principle  of  rais- 
ing pensions  more  In  Una 
with  average  earning*  than 
with  inflation.  Since  1980, 
pensions  have  risen  in  h™ 
with  prices  rather  than 
wages,  which  have  increased 
much  faster. 

If  the  link  had  not  been  bro- 
ken, the  single  pension  would 
be  £82.45  rather  than  the  pres- 
ent £62.45.  A pension  for  cou- 
ples would  be  £129.80  instead 
erf  £99.80. 

The  Whitehall  document  as- 
sumes that  ministers  — in- 


cluding Flank  Field,  the  min- 
ister of  state,  and  John  Den- 
ham, the  junior  social  secu- 
rity minister — would  like  to 
proceed  in  that  direction. 

The  paper,  Options  on  How 
to  Raise  Pensions  Beyond  In- 
flation, examines  what  action 
would  be  needed  to  introduce 
the  changes,  possibly  as  early 
as  next  March. 

It.  recommends  three  con 
troVersial  moves  to  raise  the 
extracash. 

The  first  would  involve 
abolishing  the  popular  £io 
Christmas  bonus,  to  save 
£137  million.  The  second  in- 
volves axing  the  25p-a-week 
-addition  to  current  pensions 
for  2^  million  people  aged 
over  80.  This  would  save  an- 
other £28  million. 

The  third  option  involves 
increasing  national  fawnmw> 
contributions,  which  would 
not  break  Tony  Blair's  pledges 
notto  raise  income  tax. 

Two  options  are  available 
here:  raising  national  insur- 


ance payments  or  abolishing 
the  national  insurance  cell- 
ing. currently  at  £465  a week. 
If.  the  contribution  writing 
was  abolished  and  higher  rate 
taxpayers  had  to  pay  an  extra 
lOp  in  the  pound,  would 
raise  £4  button. 

The  Government's  problem 
is  that  the  first  two  proposals 
would  cause  a furore. 

Mr  Jones,  of  the  Pension- 
ers’ Convention,  said  yester- 
day: '‘Abolishing  the  Christ- 
mas bonus  would  be  very 
unpopular.  When  Barbara 
Castle  was  Social  Services 
Secretary  and  tried  to  do  this 
to  raise  money  for  an  annual 
increase,  1 led  a pensioner's 
revolt  to  stop  it  I would  do 
the  same  again.  As  for  the 
extra  25p  a week  for  the  erver- 
80s,  this  allowance  should  go 
up,  not  be  abolished.” 

Mr  Jones  is,  however,  keen 
oin  raising  national  insurance 
contributions  for  the  wealthy. 
‘1  don’t  see  why  cabinet  min- 
isters, utility  chiefs  and  Other 


Labour 

acts  on 


highly  paid  people  should  not 
pay  more,”  he  said. 

This  move  Is  expected  to  be 
highly  unpopular  with 
Labour's  newly  recruited 
middle  class  voters,  who  gave 
the  party  a chance  of  power 
on  the  grounds  that  it  would 
not  raid  their  pockets.  A deci- 
sion to  raise  the  national  In- 
surance ceiling  to  just  the 
higher  rate  of  tax  level  would 
immediately  hit  those  earn- 
ing £25,000  or  more  a year. 
These  Labour  supporters  are 
already  reeling  from  the  abo- 
lition of  free  tuition  at  univer- 
sity for  their  children. 

At  the  last  Labour  confer- 
ence, Baroness  Castle  made  it 
known  in  no  uncertain  terms 
that  she  expected  a Labour 
gov eminent  to  start  restoring 

thfi  eamingS  link  for  arvnnnl 

rises.  Her  pressure  pushed 
Ms  Harman  into  announcing 
a wide-ranging  review  of  the 
future  of  the  state  pension 
and  means  tested  community 
care  arrangements  for  the  el- 


V -•  t’-r/V 

' * 


The  costand  who  would  pay 


What  It  would  cost 
to  increase  pensions: 

□ Projected  spending  on 

pandiwKhi  1998/99: 

£30.9  billion  (assumes 
2.5  per  cent  inflation  level). 

□ Extra  spending  if 
inflation  at  S per  cent: 

£150  million. 

□ Extra  spending  If 
pensions  Increased  by  rise 
in  average  earnings 
(4L25  per  cent): 

£550  million. 

□ Extra  spending  if 
pensions  uprated  by  5 per 
cent:  £775  million. 


derly,  and  whether  pension- 
ers should  have  free  televi- 
sion licences. 

Labour  will  also  come 
under  strong  pressure  from 
the  Liberal  Democrats  to  take  : 
early  action  to  raise  pensions,  l 
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Finding  the  money: 

□ Abolishing  the 
Christmas  bonus  would 
raise  £137  million. 

□ Abolishing  the  25p  a 
week  extra  given  to 
pensioners  aged  over  80 
would  raise  £28  million. 

□ Raising  the  upper 
threshold  on  national 
insurance  contributions  to 
£30,000 would  raise 

£1  billion  a year. 

□ Abolishing  the  upper 
earnings  threshold  on 
national  insurance 
contributions:  £4  billion. 


Steve  Webb,  the  Lib-Dem 
welfare  pension  spokesman, 
said  yesterday:  "The  Liberal 
Democrats  will  be  shortly  an- 
nouncing a new  policy  to  In- 
crease the  extra  cash  for  the 
over-80s  from  an  extra  25p  a 
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week  to  £5.  This  will  cost  an 
extra  £350  million  and  would 
be  a better  use  of  money  than 
restoring  the  earnings  link 
for  everybody.” 

Leader  comment,  page  8 


tricks 


lawrwictPomgM 
and  David  Hand's 


Labour  last  night 
ordered  a task 
force  to  overhaul 
the  local  party  at 
the  heart  of  the 
scandal  that  has 
threatened  to  derail  its  Scot- 
tish devolution  campaign, 
and  finally  disciplined 
Tommy  Graham,  the  MP 
accused  of  smearing  a col- 
league - wbo  committed 
suicide. 

Mr  Graham,  the  MP  for 
Renfrewshire  West,  was  in- 
formed of  his  suspension 
from  the  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party  at  a meeting  in 
Scotland  yesterday  with  the 
party's  chief  whip,  Nick 
Brown,  wbo  concluded  that 
he  had  "felled  to  live  up  to  the 
high  standards  expected  of 
the  PLP. 

"These  allegations  relate  to 
verbal  attacks  on  colleagues, 
unrelated  to  [Paisley  South ; 
MP1  Gordon  McMsster's 
death."  Mr  Brown  said. 

"1  have  concluded  that 
there  are  serious  grounds  for 
Investigation  to  establish 
whether  there  is  any  Justifica- 
tion for  any  of  these  allega- 
tions. There-  have  alw  been 
ntingatinns  that  Mr  Graham 
has  worked  with  a known  op- 
jmnent  of  the  Labour  Party." 


membership  irregularities  in 
Paisley  North  and  Paisley 
South  constituencies. 

Mr  Graham  is  the  third 
Labour  MP  to  bo  suspended 
since  May.  Mohammed 
Sawar,  Labour  MP  for  Govern, 
Is  feeing  a corruption  Inquiry 
and  Bob  Wareing,  Labour  MP 
for  Liverpool.  West  Derby, 
feces  discipline  for  falling  to 
disclose  on  the  parliamentary 
register  that  he  Owned  shares 
in  an  Angio-Russianflrm- 

Mr  Brown  had  been  asked 
by  the  Prime  Minister  to  con- 
| duct  an  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
I cmnstances  surrounding  the 
death  of  Mr  McMaster,  whose 
friends  subsequently  alleged 
that  Mr  Graham  had  been  in- 
volved in  a smear  campaign 
againstthe  Paisley  South  MP. 

The  chief  whip's  prelimi- 
nary report  clears  Mr  Gra- 
1 lwm  <rf  playing  any  part  in  his 
colleague’s  death,  but  con- 
cludes that  he  and  his  politi- 
. cal  allies  were  Involved  in.  a 
conspiracy  with  non-Labour 
Party  members  to  bring  the 
reputations  erf  three  of  his  col- 
leagues,. including  Mr 
McMaster,  into  disrepute. 

Mr  Graham's  solicitor,  Ian 
Robertson,  said  his  client  was 
delighted  to  have  beau  ’'exon- 
erated" from  blame  for 
McMastesr's  death. 

"My  client  will  only  be  sus- 
pended by  the  Labour  Party 
pending  an  inquiry  into 


United  march  into 
unholy  cash  row 


NlckVMey 

Sports  Correspondent 

ONCE  it  was  easy.  Sell- 
ing mementoes  of  fam- 
ous football  players 
was  exactly  why  Manchester 
United  opened  its  superstore. 

But  yesterday  the  very  fam- 
ous name  Cantona  was  notably 
absent  from  the  shop’s  aisles, 
packed  with  Old  Trafford  mer- 
chandise, after  a dispute  over 
"The  King”  that  has  become  as 
heated  as  the  Frenchman’s  leg- 
endary temper. 

At  the  climax  of  a row 
which  started  when  his  law- 
yers demanded  £750,000  royal- 
ties from  United,  the  dub 
withdrew  what  Cantona  mer- 
chandise was  left  and  burned 
it  Now,  with  Cantona  set  to 
receive  £250,000  as  a settle- 
ment and  (he  club  moving  its 
marketing  efforts  to  other ■ 
players,  it  seems  only  the  fans 
will  suffer. 

Attempts  in  Manchester 
last  night  to  buy  a replica 
shirt  with  Cantona's  name  on 
it  ended  in  the  sort  of  pseudo- 


philosophical  babble  he  fa- 
voured. No,  a dub  store  assis- 
tant said,  you  could  not  buy  a 
shirt  with  Cantona  on  it  — 
but  ones  with  Dieu  or  The 
King  were  available. 

It  was  an  approach  common 
to  other  outlets  In  the  city, 
with  a solitary  birthday  card 
remaining  from  a range 
which  once  included  every- 
thing from  duvet  covers  to 
flags.  Except  there  was  one 
shop  prepared  to  spell  out  the 
unmentionable. 

Chris  Buck,  at  the  JJB 
sports  superstore,  said:  "If 
someone  came  in  and  asked 
for  Cantona  on  a shirt,  we’d 
do  it  no  problem.” 

United  fans  seemed  to  be 
siding  with  the  dub  rather 
th?m  its  ex-captain. 

Student  Otis  Williams,  19 
and  wearing  a number  seven 
shirt  with  Dieu  on  it.  said: 
"The  players  get  enough  as  it 
is  with  their  extortionate 
wages  and  endorsements.  I 
think  it's  greed.  But  the  dub 
have  made  so  much  money 
out  of  him  that  1 suppose  he 
deserves  it.” 


MP  Tommy  Graham  at  his  holiday  cottage.  He  issxtspendfid  after  claims  of  smearing  a colleague  photograr±  ken  macphsson 


aid  Dewar,  is  due  to  launch 
the  party's  campaign  for  a 
"Yes-Yes"  vote  in  next 
month's  referendum  In  Glas- 
gow today. 

The  Renfrewshire  task 
force  win  examine  member- 
ship irregularities  and  con- 
duct a full  audit,  of  mebers, 
waning  any  hlock  member- 
ship applications. 

- Mr  Sawyer  said:  “The  par- 
ty's investigation  will  proceed 

without  delay ...  We  will  not 

tolerate  malpractice  or  any 
activities  which  do  not  up- 
hold our  high  standards.” 

Mr  Dewar  welcomed  the  i 
“tough  and  decisive  action"  J 

ordered  by  the  parly  and  also 
warned  there,  would  be -no 
place  in  Labour’s  ranks  for  ; 
wrongdoers.  . i 


wider  matters  which  have 
arisen  in  the  past  few  weeks. 
Mr  Graham  welcomes  the  op- 
portunity to  answer  the  alle- 
gations against  him,”  he 
-The  two  other  suspended 
members  are  Labour  council- 
lor Harry  Revie,  who  was  Mr 
Graham's  agent,  ana  former 
.councillor  Olga  Clayton.  Both 
are  Renfrewshire  district 
councillors  and  directors  of 
the  liquidated  Ferguslie  Com-' 
inanity  Business  Enterprises, 

Under  prill  e*  inrogHptinn 

Labour  hopes  that  by  an- 
nouncing such  a wide-rang- 
ing package  of  measures 
aimed  at  tackling  the  scandal 
in  Paisley  it  will  be  able  to 
shift  the'  political  debate  in 
Scotland  on  to  devolution. 
The  Scottish  Secretary,  Dan- 


The  action  against  the  MP 
forms  part  of  attempts  by 
Labour’s  hierarchy  to  clean 
up  politics  In  Paisley  in  the 
aftermath  of  McMaster’s 
death. 

This  includes: 

□ Setting  up  a task  force  to 
investigate  “the  operation 
and  conduct”  of  the  Labour 
Party  in  Renfrewshire,  which 
takes  in  the  area’s  three  par- 
liamentary constituencies. 

□ The  suspension  of  two  of 
Mr  Graham’s  political  allies, 
including  his  election  agent 

□ Handing  over  control  of  the 
Renfrewshire  West  constitu- 
ency party  to  Labour's  gen- 
eral secretary,  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  the  party  task  farce  car- 
ries out  its  inquiries. 

□ Further  checks  on  the 
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A SUPERB  VISION 

WHICH  REMAINS  IMPRINTED  ON 
YOU  FOR  DAYS  AFTER  YOU  SEE  IT’ 

SUNDANCE  - GEOFFREY  GILMORE 

“STUNNING. ..HILARIOUS. ..HYPNOTIC  AND 
SIZZLINGLY  EROTIC.. .LYNCH’S  ZONKED, 
VISIONARY  MAGIC  MAKES  IT  FLY” 

ROLLING  STONE  - PETFR  TR&VERS 

“HAS  ALL  THE  ACES... DARK,  SEXY  AND 
MYSTERIOUS.. .A  TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN  TD  FORM  FOR  LYNCH” 

VOX  - TOMMY  UDO 


How  yesterday's  Guardian 
broke  the  news 


Cold  war 
riddle  of 
trawler  Gaul 
to  be  solved 
after  wreck 
is  found 


PriMMUidl 

ONE  of  the  great  sea  mys- 
teries of  the  cold  war  la 
on  the  point  of  being  , solved 
following  the  discovery  of  the 
wreck  of  the  Hull  trawler 
Gaul,  which  disappeared  23 
years  ago  on  what  may  have 
been  a spying  mission  against 
the  Russians. 


Britain 

;7 


The  vessel  haa  been  located 
900  feet  deep  in  the  Barents 
Sea,  festooned  with  Its  fishing 
gear,  70  mnea  north  of  the 
Norwegian  port  of  Hammer- 
fest  by  a television  crew 
working  for  Channel  4 and  a 
Norwegian  station. 

However,  what  sunk  her  Is 
«HTi  an  open  question.  Far- 
ther analysis  of  the  television . 
film  may  show  whether  the  ■, 


World  News 


trawler  was  holed,  perhaps 
accidentally  by  a Soviet  sub- 
marine surfacing  beneath 
her. 

If  the  hull  has  been  rup- 
tured, it  will  be  Important  to 
see  whether  the  hull  plating 
was  forced  inwards  — as  it 
would  be  ifit  was  struck  by  a 
torpedo  — or  outwards  by  an 
internal  explosion. 

The  wreck  is  not  far  from 


where  the  Gaul  was  last 
sighted  in  a blizzard  In  Febru- 
ary 1974.  This  lends  weight  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  official 
inquiry,  which  was  that  she 
foundered  In  the  heavy  seas. 
But  relatives  of  the  36  men 
who  disappeared  with  her 
will  not  be  satisfied  until 
other  possible  explanations — 
such  as  being  sunk  by  a 
Soviet  submarine  which 
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caught  her  spying  on  nuclear 
bases  around  Murmansk  — 
are  ruled  out 

“We’re  99  per  cent  sure  its 
the  Gaul.”  said  Beryl  Betts, 
whose  26-year-old  brother 
Billy  Jones  went  missing 
aboard  the  1100-ton  "super- 
trawler”. “1  just. hope  and 
pray  that  the  news  is  true, 
then  I can  finally  put  it  to  rest 
turn  to  page  2,  column  1 
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Record 
seeker 
left  to 
eat  crow 


Martin  Wafnwright 


BRITAIN’S  lead  In  the 

jet  car  speed  trials 
suffered  a setback  yes- 
terday, when  the  world's 
fastest  midwife  on  four 
wheels  was  discomfited  by 
a Yorkshire  crow. 

The  hapless  bird  coin- 
cided with  Colin  “Flying” 
Fallows's  attempt  to  posh 
np  the  national  record  for 
Jet- racing  — the  pinnacle  of 
a complex  system  of  land 
speed  records  which  strug- 
gles to  keep  pace  with  mo- 
toring technology  (Britain 
alone  has  566  categories 
based  on  engine  size,  type, 
distance  and  time). 

Staff  on  Mr  Fallows’s 
team  at  Elvington  airfield, 
near  York,  spent  the  early 
afternoon  hunting  for 
pieces  of  crow  in  the  Red 
Arrows'  Gnat  aircraft  en- 
gine attached  to  the  vet- 
eran driver's  knife-like 
drag-racer,  Vampire. 

A spokesman  said:  “It’s 
been  very  frustrating.  The 
blrdstrike  guard  seemed  to 
work,  hut  we  think  some 
debris  got  through.” 

The  collision  scuppered 
the  hopes  of  Mr  Fallows,  a 
47-year -old  professional  en- 
gineer, trained  midwife 
and  grandfather,  to  topple 
the  British  jet  car  record  of 
259mph.  The  Vampire  man- 
aged only  lGTmph  on  the 
birdstrike  rnn.  and  a 
second  attempt  after 
repairs  clocked  248_27mph. 

“Unfortunately  we 
weren’t  able  to  use  the 
afterburner,  which  has 
taken  the  car  to  unofficial 
speeds  of  over  400  mph,” 
said  the  team  spokesman. 

Britain  has  held  the  offi- 
cial world  land  speed  re- 
cord for  14  years  — Richard 
Noble’s  633.468  mph  in  the 
Nevada  desert  in  1983. 
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Colin  Fallows  ansucccessfiully  attempts  to  break  the  British  i««d  speed  record  in  his  Vampire  dragster  at  York  yesterday 
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GCSE  targets  raised 


Blunkett  seeks 
a quantum  leap 


Unlawful  for  girls  to  be  sent 
to  adult  jails,  judges  rule 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 

AVID  Blunkett, 
the  Education  and 
Employment  Sec- 
retary. Is  prepar- 
ing an  ambitious 
set  of  targets  to  achieve  a 
quantum  leap  In  the  number 
of  16-year -olds  passing  the 
GCSE  exam  with  good  grades 
in  at  least  five  subjects. 

Ministers  Intend  to  put  a 
positive  gloss  on  today’s  ex- 
pected announcement  by  the 
exam  boards  in  iftigiand  and 
Wales  of  a further  slight  in- 
crease in  the  GCSE  pass  rate. 
But  they  have  decided  schools 
must  be  given  an  incentive  to 
perform  a lot  better  if  Britain 
is  to  have  a competitive 
workforce. 


Mr  Blunkett  is  planning  to 
announce  the  targets  in  the 
autumn.  The  policy  will  be 
supported  by  regulations  to 
stop  pupils  who  have  just 
passed  their  16th  birthday 
leaving  school  at  Easter  be- 
fore taking  their  GCSEs. 

“Each  year  as  many  as 
17,000  young  people  — many 
of  them  capable  of  securing 
good  GCSE  results  — leave 
school  with  no  qualifications 
at  alL  This  seriously  damages 
their  life  chances."  he  said  in 
a white  paper  last  month. 

Rules  obliging  pupils  to 
stay  to  take  GCSEs  will  be  in- 
troduced by  Easter  next  year. 

Within  a fortnight  of  taking 
office,  Mr  Blunkett  set 
national  targets  for  a sharp 
Improvement  in  ll-year-olds' 
standards  of  attainment  in 
English  and  maths.  Be  said 


David  Blunkett:  rule 
change  by  next  year 

local  education  authorities 
and  schools  would  be  set  indi- 
vidual targets  to  deliver  the 
national  result. 

He  now  intends  to  take  the 
same  approach  by  setting  the 
first  national  targets  for  per- 
formance by  16-year-olds  at 
GCSE. 

Last  year  4415  per  cent  of 
this  age  group  achieved  five 
passes  at  grade  C or  above, 
compared  with  32-8  per  cent 


in  1989.  The  improvement 
was  particularly  pronounced 
among  girls,  whose  pass  rate 
increased  from  35.8  per  cent 
to  49.4  per  cent  over  the  same 
period. 

Mr  Blunkett  is  concerned, 
however,  that  the  standard  of 
performance  in  the  final  year 
of  compulsory  schooling  does 
not  provide  a sufficient 
lannchpad  to  meet  the 
national  educational  objec- 
tives set  by  the  last 
government 

Conservative  ministers  set 
no  targets  for  16-year-olds, 
but  they  supported  the  goal 
set  by  the  National  Advisory 
Council  for  Education  and 
Training  Targets  for  85  per 
cent  of  young  people  to  gain 
at  least  five  GCSEs  at  grade  C 
or  above  (or  vocational  equiv- 
alents) by  the  age  of  19. 

Last  year  only  702  per  cent 
of  19-year-olds  reached  this 
standard. 

More  than  a third  of  the 
successful  candidates 
achieved  their  qualifications 
after  leaving  school  and  the 
Government  wants  to  expand 
these  opportunities  by  devel- 


oping the  youth  training  pro- 
gramme. But  Mr  Blunkett 
thinks  the  national  goals  can 
only  be  met  if  more  children 
reach  the  required  standard 
in  school. 

Candidates  in  this  year’s 
GCSE  exams  in  England  and 
Wales  receive  their  results 
tomorrow. 

Last  week  the  Northern  Ire- 
land exam  council  announced 
a further  2 per  cent  increase 
in  the  proportion  of  pupils 
passing  with  good  grades. 

The  Associated  Examina- 
tion  Board  has  asked  Tony 
Blair  to  send  letters  of  com- 
mendation to  the  candidates 
with  the  best  results.  George 
Turnbull.  Its  spokesman,  said 
Neil  Kinnock  backed  the  plan 
before  the  1992  election  and  it 
would  fit  well  with  the  Prime 
Minister's  proposal  to  give 
honours  to  the  best  teachers. 

Mr  Turnbull  denied  reports 
that  the  boards  wanted  minis- 
ters to  make  GCSE  and  A 
level  pramg  more  HifTtmH  to 
allay  suspicion  that  the  in- 
creased pass  rate  was  being 
brought  about  by  a reduction 
In  marking  standards. 


WwkChaudhwy 


A 16-YEAR-OLD  girl  con- 
victed of  robbery  won  a 
landmark  High  Court 
ruling  yesterday  that  she 
should  not  have  to  begin  her 
sentence  in  an  adult  prison. 
The  decision  is  likely  to  pose 
a major  headache  for  the 
prison  service  because  of  in- 
sufficient places  in  female  ju- 
venile units. 

Two  judges  declared  at  a ju- 
dicial review  hearing  that 
Home  Office  rules,  under 
which  all  young  females  sen- 
tenced to  detention  are  sent  to 
adult  women's  prisons  for  as- 
sessment. were  unlawfuL 
The  judges  were  told  that 
the  girl,  referred  to  only  as  F, 
spent  15  days  in  Risley  prison, 
Cheshire,  sharing  cells  with 
adult  prisoners  including 


murderers,  before  being 
released  on  balL 

She  was  sentenced  to  eight 
months  at  Accrington  youth 
court,  Lancashire,  on  July  29 
for  robbery,  assaulting  a 
police  officer,  disorderly  be- 
haviour and  other  offences. 

Mr  Justice  Sedly  and  Mr 
Justice  Astill  ordered  that  the 
girl  should  remain  free  until 
a correctly  worded  committal 
warrant,  naming  Styal,  which 
has  a young  offenders  wing, 
had  been  issued.  They  said 
they  would  give  full  details  of 
their  ruling  at  a later  date. 

Under  current  procedures, 
girls  are  sent  to  adult  female 
prisons  for  assessment  before 
being  transferred  to  juvenile 
units,  which  are  located 
within  prisons. 

A spokesman  for  the  Home 
Office  said  that  about  252 
young  female  offenders,  aged 


between  15  and  21,  were  in 
detention.  All  started  their 
sentences  in  prisons. 

Ian  Wise,  representing  F, 
said  the  Home  Secretary  had 
the  power  to  direct  that  an  of- 
fender be  detained  In  prison 
for  a temporary  purpose  but 
that  this  power  should  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  exceptional 
circumstances. 

Robin  Tam.  representing 
the  Home  Office,  told  the 
court  that  if  more  Juvenile 
places  were  available,  assess- 
ment might  not  need  to  be 
carried  out  in  adult  prisons. 
But  in  present  circumstances 
it  was  unavoidable. 

The  High  Court  case  follows 
a recent  report  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Prisons,  Sir  David 
Ramsbotham,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed concern  about  mixing 
young  female  offenders  wtt 
adult  female  prisoners. 


TV  to  reveal  Gaul’s  fate  politics  subjected 

■ w bmww  to  a grisly-girly  working  over 


Continued  from  page  l 
and  start  living  my  life 
again.” 

Mrs  Betts,  aged  57,  said  she 
would  ask  the  Government  to 
come  clean  about  the  trawl- 
er’s role  in  the  cold  war.  “The 
families  want  some  answers. 
And  if  something  more  sinis- 
ter did  happen,  then  we  want 
to  know  exactly  what” 

The  wreck  was  found  last 
week  on  the  North  Cape  Bank 
by  the  television  team  work- 
ing from  the  Haugesund- 
based  ship  Risoy,  which  is 
reported  to  have  photo- 
graphed the  trawler’s  name, 
port  of  registration  and  iden- 
tification number  from  a 
small  submersible. 

News  of  the  discovery  was 
broken  by  a local  Norwegian 
newspaper,  the  Haugesund 


Avis.  Channel  4,  which  is  pre- 
paring a documentary  trim 
for  showing  In  the  autumn, 
would  give  no  details.  But  a 
spokeswoman  confirmed  that 
its  team  had  “succeeded  in  lo- 
cating the  wreck  of  the  Gaul”. 

Ray  Smith,  Hull  secretary 
erf  the  British  Fishermen's 
Association,  said:  ‘It’s  a great ; 
relief  to  find  her, but  what 
happened?  OK,  they  know 1 
where  the  Gaul  is,  but  why  is 
she  there?  Everybody  has  dif- 
ferent ideas." 

Many  relatives  of  the  lost 
crewmen,  from  Hull  and 
South  Shields,  believe  that 
successive  governments  have 
covered  up  the  true  story  be- 
cause the  Gaul  — like  many 
other  trawlers  at  that  time  — 
was  Involved  in  spying  on 
Soviet  naval  movements  and 


military  Installations  for  the 
Royal  Navy. 

Trawler  skippers  were  reg- 
ularly issued  with  cameras  to 
photograph  Soviet  warships 
(one  skipper  told  the  Guard- 
ian last  year  he  gave  the  Ad- 
miralty its  first  news  of  the 
1962  Cuban  missile  convoys) 
and  sometimes  carried  naval 
Intelligence  officers. 

The  Gaul  could  have  been 
among  them,  though  this  hag 
been  repeatedly  denied  by  the 
Ministry  of  Defence.  Some  erf 
the  families  insisted  that 
their  relatives  might  have 
have  been  imprisoned  or 
buried  in  unmarked  graves. 

The  Gaul  sank  apparently 
without  sending  an  SOS  sig- 
nal. The  only  definite  evi- 
dence of  her  loss  was  a single 
lifebelt,  found  12  weeks  later. 


1 
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The  Gaul:  sunk  by  Soviet  navy  or  victim  of  heavy  seas?  Submersible  could  find  the  j 
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Jonathan  Romney 

Office  KMar 

Edtnburgh  Film  Festival 

AA/HEN  the  artist,  Cindy, 

V V Sherman  announced  she 
was  going  to  direct  her  first 
feature  film,  it  might  have 
seemed  a safe  bet  what  sort  of 
thing  she  would  come  up  with. 

Clearly  she  would  be  the 
lead,  as  one  erf  those  blankly 
haunted  film  noir  Ingenues 
she  played  In  her  self-portrai- 
ture series  ofUnfitled  Film 
Stills.  And  clearly  we  could 
expect  to  see  some  of  that 
series'  distinctively  icy  urban 
spaces  and  '50s  skylines. 

But  It  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Not  only  does  Sherman  not 
appear  in  the  film,  but  she 
didn't  write  it  either.  But  once 
you  know  who  directed  it,  this 
supremely  grisly  tale  of  mad- 
ness and  office  politics — 
something  likea  Wes  Craven 
remake  of  Working  Girl — has 
Sherman’s  stamp  all  over  it. 

This  winningly  nasty  hor- 
ror comedy  is  set  in  the  office 
of  Constant  Consumer  maga- 
zine, where  shrinking  in- 
house  dogsbody  Porine  (Carol 
Kane)  Is  about  to  be  downsized 
to  part-time  status,  and  sent 
home  to  languish  at  foe  other 
end  of  a modem.  It  isn't  long 
before  her  string  snaps,  and 
pretty  soon  foe  flash  of  foe 
office  photocopier  starts  to 
merge  unnervingly  with  the 
lightning  outside. 

Carol  Kane  has  rather  been 

relegated  to  quirky  hit-parts 
in  recent  years — she  was  an 
exquisitely  flak?  spectre  in 


the  Aflriams  Family  film  c — 

but  here  she  gets  a long-over- 
due  chance  to  prove  her  met- 
tle. Her  Donne  is  a mass  of 
delicate  flinches,  sideways 
looks  and  little  gestures  offb- 
geyish  politeness,  but  it  is 
clear  from  foe  first  time  we 
hear  her  pinched  voice  that 
she  conceals  unimaginable 
depths  of  malice. 

Sherman  has  assembled  a 
strangely  matched  cast 
around  her,  an  playing  char- 
acters a little  larger  and 
loucher  than  life.  Former  Brat 
Pack  queen  Molly  Ringwald 
returns  from  foe  wilderness 
to  give  a pithy  display  of  up- 
town petulance. 

Strangest  of  all,  former 
Fassbinder  regular  Barbara 
Sukowa  plays  the  magazine's 
monstrous  editor.  Chain- 
smoking and  brandishing 
yard-long  fingernails,  she  is  a 
bizarrely  accented  appari- 
tion, rather  like  Dietrich  rein- 
carnated as  Patsy  from  Abso- 
lutely Fabulous. 

Astutely,  Sherman  and  cin- 
ematographer Russell  Fine 
opt  for  a studiously  drab  look 
that  makes  foe  horrors  stand 
out  in  lovely  relief.  And  when 
the  grand  guignol  begins  in 
earnest,  it  is  treated  In  a spirit 
of  poker-faced  domestic  ab- 
surdism. The  film’s  only  weak 

link  iathgfliwihhawlra  whirVi 

explain  Donne’s  dark  nature 
in  hackneyed  fashion. 

These  moments  may  be  part 
and  parcel  ofthe  genre  that 
Sherman  is  playing  with,  but 
they  tend  to  undermine  the 
fact  that  Office  Killer  is  noth- 
ing like  a plausible  story,  and 
entirely  a matter  of  grown-ups 
dressing  up  and  having  ghoul- 
ish fun. 

This  reoiew  appeared  in  some 
editions  yesterday 
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35,000  ft 


Pardeep  and  Vijay  Saini  tried  to  flee  India 
inaj^simleroarriage.  ft  cost  Vijay  his 
life.  Now  in  his  first  interview  Pardeep 
tells  VhrekChaudhary  of  his'escape 


IT  WAS  barely  visible 
through  the  perimeter 
fence  and  the  sticky 
that  envelops  Delhi  air- 
port at  night  Pardeep 
Saini  and  his  brother  Vyay 
clambered  over  the  fence, 
inching  their  way  along  the 


that  helped  his  brother - to 
survive. 

Pardeep  is  barely  able  to 
speak  as  he  sits  in  his  uncle's 
west  London  house,  where  he 
has  been  staying  for  the  past 
10  months. 

Doctors  have  diagnosed 


grass  verges,  trying  to  avoid  him  as  suffering  from  post 
the  spotlights  that  beam  traumatic  stress  disorder  and 
across  the  airport,  heading  he  suffers  from  p»ing  in  his 
for  a jumbo  jet  parked  some  joints  and  ears,  believed  to 


distance  away. 

The  agent  had  told  then 
what  to  do.  He  had  spent  the 
previous  two  hours  of  that 


have  been  caused  by  the  freez- 
ing temperatures  he  sur- 
vived. He  is  being  treated 
with  anti-depressant  medica- 


night  last  October  with  the  tion  and  regularly  has  night- 
brothers,  meeting  them  out-  mares,  often  calling  out  his 


side  the  airport’s  arrivals 
ball,  chatting  about  their  pro- 
posed journey,  and  then  even- 


brother’s  name. 

Last  week  Pardeep  was  told 
by  the  Home  Office  that  his 


tually  taking  them  around  to  application  for  political 


a dark,  secluded  comer  of  the 
perimeter  fence.  •• 

It  would  be  easy,  promised 
the  agent.  All  that  the 
brothers  had  to  do  was  head 


asylum  had  been  refused.  But 
ministers  have  agreed  to 
review  his  case  on  compas- 
sionate grounds. 

He  breaks  off  in  mid-con- 


for  the  first  parked  aeroplane  1 versation  to  pause  for  breath 


they  could  see  and  climb  into 
the  area  that  houses  the 


as  he  remembers  his  journey, 
details  of  which  have  been 


undercarriage-  There  they  pieced  together  over  theinter- 
would  find  a door,-  which  f vening  10  months  In  short 


would  lead  into  the  baggage 
area  and'  there  th#  could 
hide  and  begin  their  journey 
to  freedom. 

As  the  British  Airways 
jumbo  jet  began  taxiing,  the 


conversations  with  relatives. 

Pardeeb [Wit  "‘Once  inside 
the  undercarriage,  Vijay 
began1  ‘ locking  for  the  door 
into  the  baggage  bold.  Before 
we  knew  it,  the  plane  started 


brothers,  wearing  thin  cotton  to  move.  We  were  very  fright- 
tops  and  light  jackets,  had  ened.  We  began  to  shout  and 


still  not  found  the  door  to  the 
baggage  hold.  They  clung  on 
perilously  to  the  top  of  the 
undercarriage  mechanism 
and  as  the  plane  took  off  they 
were  pinned  further  back  into 
the  comer  of  the  Wbeelhouse 


scream. 

"We  just  froze  to  the  spot  in 
the  comer  of  the  undercar- 
riage.  We  were  crushed  to  (me 
side." 

As  the  plane  headed  into 
the  night  sky,  going  north 


Pardeep  Saini ...  He  suffers  from  nightmares,  in  which  hp  calls  out  his  dead  brother’s 


area  as  the  captain  lifted  the  from  Delhi  and  towards  the 
landing  gear.  Their  skins  and  Himalayas,  Pardeep  says  that 


clothing  began  to  burn  from 
the  giant  rubber  wheels 


all  he  can  remember  Is  a 
chilly,  biting  wind  ripping 


which  were  letting  off  smoke  through  his  hands  and  the  in- 
fromthe  friction  caused  by  side  of  the  wheelhouse 


Rngiigh  and  suffering  from 
stress,  it  was  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  other  detainees  that 
hls  relatives  in  England  were 
Informed  of  his  journey.  ' . 

They  managed  to  discover 
the  telephone  number  of  Par- 
deep’s  relatives  in  Punjab.  A 
detainee  phoned  them  and 
was  given  an  address  for  Tar- 
sem  Singh,  Pardeep’s  unde, 
in.  London.  ' 

• A week  after  Pardeep’s 
arrival,  Mr  Singh  received  a 
phone  call  from  an  immigra- 
tion detainee  telling  him  that 
his  nephew  was  in  the 
country. 

Pardeep  claims  that  he  was 
forced  to  flee  India  with  Vijay 
after  the  two  were  arrested  l >y 
police  in  the  Punjab  for  hav- 
ing alleged  links  with  Sikh 
militants  fighting  for  a sepa- 


[ rate  Sikh  homeland.  The 
brothers  were  arrested  at 
least  twice,  and  on  the  second 
occasion  were  beaten  and  de- 
tained for  several  hours.  It 
was.  then  that  they  decided  to 
flee,  leaving  Punjab  on  Octo- 
ber 5. 

“We  took  the  bus  to  Delhi 
and  stayed  in  a gurdwara 
(Sikh  temple)  for  about  a 
week,"  says  Pardeep. 

The  brothers  scoured  the  1 
city,  visting  the  offices  of  the 
scores  of  agents  who  have 
made  smuggling  humans  out 
or  India  their  profession.  It 
can  cost  anything  upwards  of 
100.000  rupees  (£6,000)  to  ar- 
range for  false  passports, 
visas  and  accommodation, 
and  the  two  men.  car  mechan- 
ics, could  not  afford  the  price. 

Eventually  an  agent  in- 


formed them  that  for  9,000 
rupees  (£150)  he  could  show 
them  an  easy  way  out 
Pardeep  said:  "He  told  us 
how  we  could  get  into  the  bag- 
gage hold  of  an  aeroplane.  He 
took  us  to  a quiet  corner  of 
the  airport  We  climbed  over 
the  fence  and  headed  for  the 
first  plane  we  could  see.  We 
waited  for  the  workers 
around  the  aeroplane  to  go, 
and  then  Vijay  went  in  and  I 
went  in  after  him.” 

Pardeep's  family  claim  that 
the  decision  to  deny  bis  appli- 
cation for  political  asylum  is 
based  on  an  Interview  be  gave 
to  immigration  officials  less 
than  24  hours  after  his 
arrival.  Hours  after  the  jum- 
bo touched  down  on  runway 
27  he  was  found  by  airport 
ground  staff,  dazed  and  be- 


mused, attempting  to  find  a 
way  towards  the  terminal 
building. 

He  had  three  rupees  in  his 
pocket  and  wa&unahle-to  tell 
anyone  what  te  waljLjtoing. 
Moments  later  he  oduapsed 
and  was  taken  to  hospital,  suf- 
fering from  hypothermia. 
There  he  received  treatment 
and  was  immediately  ques- 
tioned by  immigration 
officals. 

Even  now,  claims  Tarsem 
Singh,  Pardeep's  unde,  his 
nephew  suffers  from  night- 
mares and  often  points  to  fig- 
ures he  sees  In  the  dark, 
claiming  them  to  be  his  father 
or  Vijay. 

Mr  Singh  said:  "The  two 
brothers  were  very  close. 
Their  mother  left  them  at  a 
young  age  and  they  were 


take-off. 

Pardeep  was  pinned  on  one 


rattling. 

"The  noise  was  terrible.  As 


side,  hls  younger  brother  Vi-  the  wheels  came  up  they  were 


Jay  on  the  other.  Both  were 
screaming  and  shouting, 
it  would  prove  to  be  the 


glowing  hot,  they  were  burn- 
ing us.  The  wheelhouse  was 
shaking.  It  was  like  an  earth- 


■LrTsi  V • • 


start  of  a horrendous  journey  quake.  My  whole  body  started 
that  cost  Vijay  his  life  and  left  to  feel  numb.” 

Pardeep  as  the  only  witness  The  hardest  part  of  coming 
to  one  of  the  great  survival  to  terms  with  hls  brother's 
stories  of  modern  times.  death,  says  Pardeep  softly  as 

For  10  hours,  Pardeep.  aged  he  stares  at  his  hands,  is  that 
23,  dung  to  the  top  of  the  he  did  not  even  have  a chance 
undercarriage  mechanism,  to  say  goodbye  to  "him.  Uteri, 
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raised  by  their  father  and 
grandfather. 

“They  had  a difficult  child- 
hood and  Pardeep  often  says 
that  he  wishes  he  had  died 
with  his  brother.” 

Lawyers  and  relatives  are 
hoping  to  meet  the  Home  Sec- 
retary, Jack  Straw,  to  appeal 
for  Pardeep  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  Britain. 

Mr  Singh  said:  "The  deci- 1 
sian  to  deny  Pardeep's  appli- 
cation was  based  on  an  inter- 
view he  gave  while  very 
traumatised.  We  think  It’s 
very  unfair  to  remove  him  on 
the  basis  of  what  he  said 
hours  after  he  arrived  in 
Britain. 

"His  actions  are  those  of  a 
desperate  man.  He  felt  that 
his  life  was  in  danger  in  Pun- 
jab and  that's  why  Pardeep 


As  the  plane  comes  In  to 
land  at  Heathrow  the 
undercarriage  is  lowered 
and  the  body  of  Vijay 
Saini  fafis  2.000  feet  into  a 
c&sused  gasworks. 
Pardeep  survives  and  is 
found  at  Heathrow 


surviving  temperatures  of  mi- 
nus 60  C and  winds  six  times 


two  months  later  Pardeep's 
father,  died  In  his  native  vii- 


As  the  plane  takes  off  on 
the  10-hour  fight  to 
London  they  both  hang  on 
to  the  red-hot 
undercarriage  as  (t 
retracts  ntofts  housing 


stronger  than  a hurricane  as  lage  in  Punjab,  still  mourning 
the  jumbo  cruised  at  an  alti-  the  death  of  his  youngest  son. 


tilde  of  around 35.000  feet. ' 

V1  lay’s  mutilated  body  was 
discovered  In  a disused  gas- 
works in  Richmond,  Surrey. 
It  foil  almost  2.000  feet  as  the 
Jet  prepared  for  tending,  fall- 


"Minutes  after  take-off  I 
passed  out.  My  next  memory 
is  of  being  In  the  detention 
centre  and  then  I was  told 
that  my  brother  was  dead..” 
As  Vijay*s  mangled  body 


i 


tug  from  the  wheelhouse  as  lay  for  almost  five  days  before 
the  pilot  lowered  the  under- 1 being  discovered,  Pardeep 


carriage.  Doctors  believe  that 
he  died  soon  after  take-off  his 
body  failing  to  go  into  the 
state  of  suspended  animation 


was  being  held  at  the  Har- 
mondsworth..:  detention 

centre.  

As  he  was  unable  to  speak 


Two  brothers  male  perimeter 
■ W*/  tenoe  at  Delhi  Airport.  They  drab 
, Into  toe  in  wheel  housing  of  a 

, ' - ■ British  Airways  Boeing  747  an  ■ 

, route  to  Heafivow 


Temperatures  can  fat  to -60  degrees  as  the 
plane  reaches  its  cruising  aftdude  of  35,000 
feet.  Exposed  body  tissue  can  completely’ 
freeze  within  minutes.  Body  temperature  would 
rapidly  fal  from  37  to  around  33  degrees  at 
which  point  consciousness  would  be  lost 


REFUGEE  and  immigra- 
tion groups  behove  the 
methods  being  used  by 
people  fleeing  their  home- 
lands are  becoming  increas- 
ingly desperate  as  developed 
countries  make  it  more  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  gain  entry, 
writes  Vtoek  CStaudhoay. 

Indians  applying  for  po- 
litical asylum  in  Britain 
find  it  particularly  difficult 
to  have  their  applications 
accepted.  In  recent  years 
the  majority  have  been 
Sikhs  fleeing  northern  Pun- 
jab, where  thousands  have 
been  killed  In  fighting  be- 
tween government  troops 
and  militants  fighting  for 
an  Independent  Sikh 
homeland. 

According  to  Govern- 
ment figures  there  were 
3,710  decisions  made  In 
1996  on  Indian  nationals, 
many  of  them  Sikhs  apply- 
ing for  political  asylum. 
Only  five  were  granted 
asylum,  and  15  received  ex- 
ceptional leave  to  remain. 
The  rest  were  ordered  to 
leave  Britain. 

In  1995.  of  2,100  decisions 
on  political  asylum  applica- 
tions by  Indian  wart  minis 
only  two  were  accepted, 
and  50  received  exceptional 
leave  to  remain. 

Claude  Moraes  of  the 
Joint  Council  for  the  Wel- 
fare of  Immigrants  said: 
"The  Home  Office  seems  to 
have  a culture  of  disbelief 
when  it  comes  to  Sikhs  and 
this  is  probably  because  of 
pressure  befog  applied  by 
the  Indian  government” 
Stowaways  were  increas- 
ingly being  found  on  planes 
but  particularly  on  ships, 
which  were  easier  to  board, 
he  said. 

“From  evidence  we  have 
gathered.,  refugees  are  put- 
ting their  lives  at  risk.  Par- 
deep's case  is  not  uncom- 
mon in  terms  of  the 
desperation  that  was 
involved.” 


and  Vijay  chose  to  get  out  of 
the  country.” 

Mr  Singh  and  hls  three 
brothers  and  other  members 
of  the  family  have  promised 
that  if  Pardeep  Is  allowed  to 
stay  they  will  not  allow  him 
to  become  a burden  on  the 
state.  The  family  are  prepared 
to  prove  that  they  can  take 
care  of  Pardeep’s  financial 
needs. 

Whatever  the  outcome  of 
the  case.  Pardeep’s  journey  is 
a testament  to  the  desperation 
faced  by  many  in  the  third 
world  who  believe  that  they 
are  left  with  few  options  apart 
from  fleeing  their  native 
countries  by  any  means  and 
at  any  cost 

Weeks  after  Pardeep  ar- 
rived at  his  uncle's  west  Lon- 
don home,  he  received  a letter 
from  the  pilot  of  the  Boeing 
747  that  unknowingly  carried 
him  and  hls  brother.  In  the 
letter.  Captain  Post  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  "near-mirac- 
ulous survival  of  a most  ex- 
traordinary journey”. 

Doctors  believe  that  Par- 
deep  was  able  to  survive  after 
his  body  went  into  a state  erf 
suspended  animation.  His 
body  temperature  would  have 
dropped  to  around  33C,  at 
which  stage  he  would  have 
lost  consciousness. 

At  this  temperature,  there 
is  a high  risk  of  heart  failure 
and  Pardeep’s  metabolic  rate 
would  have  slowed  down  to  a 
level  which  would  have  killed 
most  men.  The  lack  of  oxygen 
would  have  also  led  to  brain 
damage  in  most  other  hu- 
mans. Nasa  scientists  have  in- 
vited Pardeep  to  America,  to 
study  his  body  and  discover 
more  details  about  his 
journey. 

For  the  time  being,  how- 
ever, Pardeep  Saini  has  no  in- 
clination to  travel  anywhere. 
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Ward  reports  on  a street  shooting 


Brutal 
killing 
‘over  £9 
phone’ 


Joel  Nnbie  (above),  who  was  shot  dead  with  a handgun,  and  (top  left)  the  scene  after  the  killing  photograph:  paulrogsk 


Easier  jail 
conditions 
for  IRA  men 


SMELL  of  powerful 

M disinfectant  hung 
over  the  pavements 
^■^Aof  Crompton 
^T^»treet,  Hands- 
worth,  Birmingham,  yester- 
day as  police  washed  away 
the  blood  that  lingered  from 
the  previous  night's  brutal 
killing. 

They  had  already  removed 
their  cordon  tapes  and  dis- 
mantled the  tent  that  had  cov- 
ered the  spot  where  Joel  Nu- 
bie,  aged  18  and  unemployed, 
had  been  shot  through  the 
head  at  dose  range  with  a 
handgun. 

There  was  no  one  with  him 
when  the  police  arrived.  “He 
died  alone,"  wM  one  local 
man,  who  refused  to  give  his 
narnp;  everyone  in  Hands- 
worth  prefers  to  be 
anonymous. 

The  area,  set  between  West 
Brom  football  ground  and  the 
City  centre,  and  home  to 
many  Asian  and  Afro-Carlb- 
bean  families,  has  a reputa- 
tion for  drugs  and  guns.  “It’s 
a bad  area,  man;  very  bad,” 
said  an  Asian  youth  on 


Crompton  Street  “Dealing  Is 
an  everyday  thing.  Every- 
thing — heroin,  crack.  No  ec- 
stasy. none  of  that  shit’' 

As  for  arms,  he  talked  of 
AK47s  annd  sawn  off  shot- 
guns. ‘There  was  a shooting 
here  three  weeks  ago  when 
two  gangs  had  a fight  It’s  the 
drugs,  man.  It  smashes  your 
head  up.” 

It  was  easy  to  jump  to  a con- 
clusion: this  was  perhaps  the 
third  drug-related  killing  on 
English  streets  in  just  over 
two  weeks,  following  on  from 
the  shooting  of  a boy  aged  five 
in  Bolton  and  a man  of  31  in 
Bedford. 

But  the  Asian  youth  said 
Joel  had  not  been  shot  in 
some  drags  deal  that  went 
wrong.  He  had  died  in  a row 
over  a mobile  phone.  "He  was 
shot  for  a £9  phone,”  he  said. 

Elsewhere  on  the  streets  an- 
other of  Handsworth’s  anony- 
mous informants  told  a differ- 
ent story.  He  said  Joel  died  on 
the  night  a drugs  delivery 
was  expected.  Local  lads  had 
had  to  dump  their  stuff  and 
run.  Now  they  were  waiting 


to  come  back  to  retrieve  it 
They  were  just  waiting  for  the 
police  to  finish  washing  the 
pavements  and  leave. 

West  Midlands  police 
refused  to  jump  to  conclu- 
sions about  either  drugs  or 
phones.  Detective  Chief  In- 
spector Adrian  McAllister, 
leading  40  officers  in  the  mur- 
der hunt  said  he  had  no  evi- 
dence that  drugs  had  been  in- 
volved. 

He  revealed  that  Joel,  who 
lived  with  his  mother  and 
stepfather  in  nearby  Winson 
Green,  had  a conviction  for 
possessing  crack  cocaine,  but 


added:  "He  wasn't  in  posses- 
sion of  any  drugs,  and  that  is 
why  1 am  appealing  for  infor- 
mation as  to  why  this  young 
man  was  shot  I have  nothing 
to  suggest  at  the  moment  that 
his  death  was  drugs  related.” 
He  described  the  murder  as 
a “cold  blooded,  calculated 
killing,"  and  appealed  for 
calm.  The  men  standing  out- 
side Mustapha's  fish  bar, 
were  far  firan  calm.  They 
looked  across  to  where  Joel 
fell,  made  it  clear  they  were 
furious  at  suggestions  this 
was  a drugs  crime,  and 
backed  the  phone  story. 


Tt  was  an  argument  over  a 
mobile  phone,”  said  one. 
“Joel  took  the  phone  from  a 
lad  who  then  came  down  with 
his  brother.  He  asked  Joel  to 
give  him  the  phone.  Then  he 
asked  him  again.  He  never 
gave  him  a chance  to  do  any- 
thing. He  jUSt  shot  him  right 
in  the  head.  He  was  dead  be- 
fore he  hit  the  floor.” 
The-group  scoffed  at  talk  of 
Jamaican  yardies  and  turf 
wars.  “We’d  know  if  it  was 
drugs,”  said  another  man. 
Tt*s  not  money,  drugs  or 
gold.  It's  a mobile  phone  — 
that’s  why  people  are  in 


Tim  Radford 
Science  Editor 


IF  GLORIOUS  August  goes 
on  being  glorious,  it  will 
enter  the  record  books.  The 
Met  Office  last  night  con- 
firmed that  the  average  tem- 
perature for  central  England, 
for  which  there  are  300  years 
of  records,  was  19.6C  — 3.5C 
above  the  norm  for  August 
and  just  a fraction  below  the 
all-time  August  record  set  in 
1995. 

The  average  ramrimiini  — 
as  sweltering  punters,  ice 
cream  salesmen  and  brewers 
were  ready  to  attest  yesterday 
— was  about  5C  higher  than 
normal,  at  25.1C.  The  nights, 
too.  have  been  2EC  above  nor- 
mal at  an  average  minimum 
of  14.4C.  The  hottest  place  this 
month  was  Worcester  on 
August  10.  when  the  mercury 
rose  to  32.6C. 

Forecasters  blamed  the  big 
heat  on  a centre  of  high  pres- 
sure over  Scandinavia,  and 
another  over  South-east  Eng- 
land. The  sunshine  is  likely  to 
continue  to  the  weekend.  “It’s 
up  there  in  the  top  figures.  I 
can't  say  until  the  month  is 
over,  but  it  Is  certainly  in  the 
top  10  and  the  hot  weather 
looks  set  to  continue.”  said 
the  Met  Office. 

The  Ice  Cream  Trade  Alli- 
ance reported  yesterday  that 


shock.  Drugs,  it’s  the  easiest 
thing  to  say  in  the  world.  Tm 
sick  and  tired  of  it,  man.” 

The  group  accepted  that 
there  were  weapons  on 
Handsworth’s  streets  but 
claim  they  were  sold  by  ex- 
soldiers who  had  stolen  them 
from  the  army. 

A fourth  man,  silent  until 
now,  looked  over  the  road  at  a 
sewing  shop  called  The  Cul- 
ture Mart  and  added:  ‘If  a 
woman  gets  her  purse  stolen 
round  here  they  say  it's  to  do 
with  drugs.  All  this  stuff 
about  fighting  over  turf  — 
that’s  bollocks." 


Britons  might  spend  £200  mil- 
lion — an  extra  £80  million  — 
on  ice  cream  this  summer. 
The  Brewers  and  Licensed 
Retailers  Association  said  the 
hot  spell  might  push  the  num- 
ber of  pints  downed  each  day 
to  35  million.  The  yearly  aver- 
age is  28  million. 

It  will  not  however,  be  a 
record  year  for  the  planet  “It 
is  going  to  be  slightly  wanner 
than  last  year,  but  nowhere 
near  a record  like  1990  or 
1995.  It  is  going  to  be  just 
slightly  above  average  for  the 
1991-95  run.  That’s  pretty 
warm.  I would  expect  next 
year  to  be  warmer  stflL” 

The  Bordeaux  Wine  Trade 
Council  said  yesterday  the 
harvest  began  on  Monday,  a 
month  earlier  than  usuaL  “So 
1997  is  already  a legendary 
vintage.  With  this  exceptional 
precocity,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  this  wine  wjh  also  be  ex- 
ceptional.” said  a spokesman 
for  Chateau  Baut  Brion. 

Sedles  combe  vineyard  near 
Robertsbridge,  East  Sussex, 
took  a cooler  line.  French  and 
British  growers  bad  shared 
the  same  weather  and  the 
same  problems:  a frost  had 
reduced  the  volume  of  grapes, 
and  a hot  ripening  season  put 
quality  where  there  might 
have  been  only  quantity.  A 
smaller  harvest  promised 
higher  prices.  “They  are  pre- 


DnMShanoek 
Ireland  Comaapondonft 


THE  Government  yes- 
terday demonstrated 
its  faith  in  the  IRA 
ceasefire  when  it  de- 
classified the  largest  ever 
number  of  republican  prison- 
ers and  moved  them  into  less 

secure  accommodation. 

Unionists  and  loyalist  poli- 
ticians reacted  angrily  to  foe 
news  that  the  13  men,  all 
charged  with,  ca*  convicted  oL 
terrorist  offences,  are  to  enjoy 
less  restricted  regimes  after 
having  their  security  status 
downgraded. 

But  the  transfers  were 
given  a guarded  welcome  by 
Sinn  Fein,  which  ft»Tiad  fopm 
a “small  step  in  tho  right  di- 
rection” ahead  of  next 
month's  resumption  of  foe 
Northern  Ireland  peace  talks. 

The  move  means  there  will 
no  longer  be  any  IRA  prison- 
ers held  in  the  three  special 
secure  unite  at  BeHmarsh  In 
south-east  London,  White- 
moor  in  Cambridgeshire,  and 
Full  Sutton  in  York. 

Officially,  foe  decision  to 
downgrade  foe  security  status 
of  the  13  men,  together  with 
another  inmate  with  no  IRA 
links,  was  said  to  be  "entirely 
operational”. 

However,  such  decisions  are 
only  tafcon  tn  conjunction  with 
security  assessments  on  the 
the  likelihood  of  renewed  vio- 
lence. The  RUC  has  described 
the  present  truce  as  foe  dear- 
est period  in  many  years,  with 
even  paramilitary  punishment 
hpaHnPK  efadlraferi- 

The  Prison  Service  said  foe 
decision  was  taken  by  its  di- 
rector of  dispersals,  Phil 
Wheatley,  although  the  Home 
Secretary.  Jack  Straw,  and 
foe  prisons  minister,  Joyce 
Quin,  were  informed. 

“The  move  is  based  on  a 
reduction  in  security  risk  and 


Kama!  Ahmed 


IT  WAS  not  Hie  Daily 
Mail,  the  Sun  or  even 
Hello!  The  New  Yorker 
magazine  yesterday  by  pub- 
lished interviews  with  two 
of  the  hitherto  silent  wit- 
nesses to  the  relationship 
between  Camilla  Parker 
Bowles  and  Prince  Charles. 

Patti  Palmer-Tomklnson. 
a friend  of  Prince  Charles, 
and  Patrick  Jepbson,  the 
former  secretary  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  spoke 
openly  about  how  the  cou- 
ple had  been  affected  by  the 
media  attention  and  and 
Princess  Diana's  role. 

Mrs  Palmer-Tomklnson. 
a guest  at  the  Highgrove 
party  Prince  Charles  threw 
to  celebrate  Mrs  Parker 
Bowles's  50th  birthday  and 
one  of  the  couple’s  closest 
friends,  said  that  he  “wor- 
ries like  mad”  about  Mrs 
Parker  Bowles  because  she 
does  not  have  a body  guard. 

“It’s  a very  courtly  love, 
a kind  of  chivalry,”  she 
told  the  magazine.  "He 
says:  There’s  no  such  thing 
as  getting  it  right,  if  I left 
her  they’d  say  it  was  cruel, 
and  they’d  be  right*.” 

On  Mrs  Parker  Bowles's 
relationship  with  Princess 
Diana,  Mrs  Palmer-Tom- 
kinson  said:  “It’s  hard 


follows  thorough  assessment 
by  the  Prison  Service  in  con- 
sultation with  the  police,”  the 
Prison  Service  said. 

The  move  comes  four  weeks 
before  the  start  of  talks  on  the 

province’s  future  at  which 
sirm  Fein  is  expected  to  be 
represented  far  the  first  time. 

John  Taylor,  the  Ulster 
Unionist  deputy  leader, 
accused  ministers  of  acting 
“recklessly”  and  ignoring 
police  advice.  Tt  seems  to  me 
that  the  police  on  both  sides 
of  the  border  remain  con- 
cerned that  there  will  be  a 
return  to  IRA  violence." 

Ian  Paisley,  Jnr,  foe  Demo- 
cratic Unionist  Party's  justice 
spokesman,  claimed  foe  Gov- 
ernment was  deliberately  pre- 
paring public  opinion  for  an 
early  release  programme  for 
terrorist  prisoners.  "The  IRA 
prisoners  in  wngiand  today 
will  be  penning  letters  of 
thunk*  to  Home  Secretary 
Jack  Straw,”  he  said. 

“This  status  downgrade 
will  have  a detrimental  im- 
pact withe  prison  regime.” 

The  response  from  Sinn 
Fein  was  more  muted.  It  said 
it  wfll  continue  to  press  for 
the  transfer  and  release  of  all 
prisoners. 

“We  would  like  to  see  foe 
remaining  26  Irish  political 
prisoners  housed  in  jails  in 
England  transferred  to  jails 
in  Irdland  pending  their  im- 
mediate release,”  said 
Michael  Brown,  the  party's 
prisons  spokesman. 

The  moves  mean  they  win 
have  access  to  a wider  range 
of  activities  within  prison 
and  that  they  wfll  be  allowed 
“open”  visits  under  close 
supervision. 

The  Progressive  Unionist 
Party  — which  had  links  with 
the  Ulster  Volunteer  Force  — 
said  its  supporters  were 
angry  because  after  two  years 
of  ceasefire,  loyalists  had  lit- 
tle to  show  for  it 


being  compared  with  a god- 
dess, but  she  sees  the  funny 
aide.  Thirteen  double  chins 
and  me  with  my  head  in  my 
handbag*,  she  says  when 
they  print  another  frightful 
picture  of  her.” 

Mrs  Parker  Bowles  was 
happier  now  than  when 
their  relationship  had  to  be 
conducted  in  secrecy. 
Prince  Charles  often  had  to 
hide  in  the  boot  of  his  car  to 
avoid  photographers. 

“Compared  with  never 
seeing  him  and  never  com- 
municating, to  be  able  to  go 
and  dig  his  garden  and 
plant  out  the  peonies 
together  is  so  much  more 
than  they  ever  had,”  Mrs 
Palmer-Tomklnson  said. 

Mr  Jephson.  a member  of 
Princess  Diana’s  staff  for 
seven  years,  spoke  of  time 
when  Prince  Charles  and 
Princess  Diana’s  relation- 
ship was  foiling  apart  Tt 
was  like  a slowly  spreading 
pool  of  blood  seeping  out 
from  under  a locked  door.” 

“Confronted  with  the  kind 
of  emotion  he  [Charles]  was 
confronted  with,  it’s  very 
hard  to  know  what  to  do.  If 
you’re  asking  if  he’s  a coot 
heartless  so-and-so  who 
wouldn't  know  what  to  do 
with  distressed  women,  Td 
say  that's  not  true.” 
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Glorious  August  on  course 
to  enter  record  books 


Prince’s  ‘courtly 
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Chucking  out  the  flower  power 
and  chintz  casts  shadow  over 
a grand  design  of  fashion 
as  age  of  new  femininity  dawns 


Susannah  Frankel  on  a fashion  repeat 


Laura  ashley.  the 

struggling  fashion- 
to-furnishings 
retailer  famous  for 
its  floral  designs, 
yesterday  announced  the  do- 
sure  of  two  Welsh  factories 
with  the  loss  of  190  jobs. 

The  closure  was  expected. 
The  company  has  issued  prof- 
its warnings  and  three  senior 
executives  including  the  chief 


Share  pries  (p) 


IT . IS  more  than  a Utile 
Ironic  that,  with  fashion 
editors  the  world  over 
trumpeting  the  dawn  of  the 
“new  femininity”  in  fash- 
ion, Laura  Ashley,  the  com- 
pany that  gave  ns  Overtly 
feminine  dressing  for-  the 
latter  part  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, has  fallen  on  such 
tTwahtodtUnes. * » u: . 

■ Stm  mriro'TOtfbrtuimto  Is 
the  fact  that  while  the  fash- 
ion glossies  have  filled 
their  pages  with  a riot  of 
florals  and  frills  through- ! 
out  the  summer  months, 
Laura  Ashley  only  reas- 
serted Its  <x>nunitment  to 
chuck  out  the  chintz  in  an 
ad  campaign  which  ran  in 
the  United  States  earlier 
this  year.  "Laura.  Ashley,” 
It  screamed,  ■ ‘Say  it  with- 
out flowers”.  Never  has 
there  been  such  a woeftU 
example  of  a brand  over- 
looking how  it  made  Its 
name  in  fhshion  history. 

The  problems  started 
with  the  death  of  the  de- 
signer in  1985  and  the  ensu- 


ing decision  to  bring  the 
company's  sweetly  pastoral 
image  in  line  with  the 
power-dressed  eighties.  The 
demure,  empire  line  frocks 
covered  in  meadow  flowers 
disappeared  off  the  rails 
overnight,  replaced  by 
"modern  classics”. 

Gone  forever  was  the 
Ashley  brand  of  winsome 
chic  aa  ' fovoured  by  the 
likes  of  the  coy  Lady  Diana 
Spencer,  photographed  in  a 
foil,  ankle-length  sprig- 
scattered  Laura  Ashley 
skirt,  m its  place  came  a 
more  hard-edged  silhou- 
ette, in  neutral  tones.  If 
florals  -got  a look  in  they 
were  black  or  white  or  con- 
fined to  a single  rose. 

The  problem  was  that  no 
anb  In  their  right  mind 
would  buy  a classic  pair  of 
black  trousers,  say,  from 
Laura  Ashley,  when  they 
could  buy  a pair  at  Donna 
Karan  or,  more  reasonably 
priced,  from  Marks  & Spen- 
cer. Not  that  Am  re-inven- 
tion of  classic  fashion 


houses . is  anything  new. 
Since  Tom  Ford  took  over 
at  Gucd  two  years  ago, 
transforming  it  from  staid 
status  label  to  the  designer 
tag  to  see  and  be  seen,  sales 
have  soared.  These  days, 
you  cannot  move  for  bright 
young  designers  whose  job 
it  is  to  drag  the  last  bas- 
tions of  the  bourgeois  fash- 
ion establishment  into  the . 
2 1st  century:  John  Galliano 


at  Christian  Dior  arid  Alex- 
ander McQueen  at  Gi- 
venchy to  name  two. 

None  of  toe  aforemen- 
tioned labels  has  indulged 
in  as  radical  a departure 
from  the  original  as  Laura 
Ashley,  however.  Flowers 
in  fashion,  just  like  every- 
thing else,  will  come  and 
go.  In  feet,  come  autumn, 
there  is  barely  a boldly- 
coloured  bloom  in  sight. 


Soft  voice  and  feminine  manner 
belie  ‘brutally  frank’  style  of 
American  chief  executive  who 
started  behind  store  counter 
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ANN  IVERSON  (above)  is  a 
tough  American  who 
owrire  the  language  of  man- 
agement textbooks  and,  toe 
says,- does  .not  “expect  others 
to  keep  op  with  me" 

She  describes  herself  as  de- 
cisive, aggressive,  and  “bru- 
tally frank”.  She  involves  her- 
self in  every  part  of  the 
business,  from  the  details  of 
wprrlwnilisfrdlaiilfly  to  COTPfr 

rate  strategy.  Her  supporters 
say  her  tovatvemept  is  a mea- 
■ sure  of  her  commitment.  Staff 
who  have  quit  since  toe  ar- 
rived say  she  cannot  delegate, 
interferes  with  even  the.  most 
straightforward  assignment., 
pnd  maVt><i  it  dear  no  one  can 
do  their-  job  better  than  she 
could. 

Publicly  she  takes  responsi- 
bility for  the  entire  business. 
But  hdhtnfl  the  scenes,  work- 
ers say  she  is  quick  to  point 
the  finger  at.  those  she  be- 
lieves, have  not  met  her 
expectations. 

Yet-  Ms  Iverson’s  determi- 
nation Is  hidden  behind  a soft 
voice  and  a ftxninine  manner. 
She  spurns  power  suits  for  el- 
egant two  -pieces  ana  neat 
dacks.  Aiid  unlike  some  busi- 
nesswomen, she  like*  hjgh 
strawy  sandals  and  often 
wears  lots  of  showy  jOTeHmy . 
She  even  posed 1 for  Vogue  ® 
little,  more  than  u black 
leather  coat  • . • T - • 

Borri  in  Michigan  in  1944, 


her  family  moved  to  Califor- 
nia when  toe  was  16.  She 
"caught  the  retail  bug”  in  an 
after-school'  job  behind  the 
counter  of  a department  store. 

She  went  to  university  to 
train  as  a teacher,  hut  never 
fintetwri  the  course.  She  mar- 
ried, had  a son,  separated  and 
went  back  to  her  first  love  — 
the  department  store. 

She  rose  swiftly.  When  her 
boss  at  one  store  group  was  i 
recruited  to  come  to  Britain 
to  bead  Storehouse  — the 
Habitat,  Mothercare  and  BHS 
empire  built  up  by  Sir  Ter- 
ence Conran — toe  came  with 
him,  and  won  praise  for  turn- 
ing round  the  Mothercare  and 
BHS  chains.  She  then 
returned  to  the  United  States 
to  head  a toy  store  chain,  only 
to  be  asked  back  by  Sir  Ber- 
nard Ashley  two  years  ago. 

With  another  child  and  four 
divorces  behind  her,  Ms  Iver- 
son claims  to  work  six  days  a 
week  and  up  to  14  hours  a 
day.  She  says  she  has  no  bob- 
bies and  rarely  takes  holi- 
days, She  keeps  Sunday  as 
her  day  of  rest  when  she 
catches  up  on  sleep,  but  never 

misses  church.  • 

Despite  Laura  Ashley’s  per- 
formance, Ms  Iverson  took 
home  El J.  minion  last  yeanjf 
she  can  restore  the  company 's 
fortunes,  she  stands  to  walk 

away  with  a £5  mimon  thank- 
you  present. 


rm 


cision  reversed  and  he  called 
on  Laura  Ashley  to  help  the 
union  and  the  Welsh  Rural 
Development  Board  find  an- 
other manufacturer  to  take 
over  the  factories. 

He  added  that  the  remain- 
ing 500  workers  at  the  other 
four  factories  now  feared  for 
their  future. 

The  factories  are  paying  the 
price  for  over-stocking  by 
Laura  Ashley  which  had  to 
offer  aggressive  discounts  on 
clothes  supposed  to  represent 
a new  direction  for  the  fam- 
ously floral  fashion  line. 

Ms  Iverson  said  the  com- 
pany will  also  be  halting  its 
expansion  in  the  United 
States  until  existing  outlets 
improve  their  performance. 

Lembit  Opik,  the  Liberal 
Democrat  MP  whose  Mont- 
gomeryshire consituency  in- 
cludes Machynlleth,  de- 
manded a meeting  with  Ms 
Iverson.  Describing  the  area 
as  an  unemployment  black- 
spot  be  said:  “1  believe  the 
present  problems  of  Laura 
Ashley  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Mid  Wales,  but  arise 
from  stocking  policy  and-  de- 
velopments in  the  US." 

Laura  Ashley  already 
makes  80  per  cent  of  its  gar- 
ments overseas  and  said  clos- 
ing the  two  factories  would 
achieve  "cost  savings  and  im- 
provements in  quality". 

The  swipe  at  quality  was 
dismissed  as  “in suiting*'  by 
the  union,  which  added:  “Our 
members  find  it  particularly 
galling  that  this  is  a business 
made  in  Wales  that  is  now  go- 
ing to  take  manufacturing  to 
Hungary  and  Morocco. 

“The  company  has  a respon- 
sibility to  its  staff  and  if  we  are 
only  going  to  consider  finan- 
cial arguments  then  you  could 
say  that  all  manufacturing 
throughout  western  Europe 
ought  to  be  moved  to  China.” 
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Star  billing  for  Kremlin  candidate 
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bud 


A biopic  of  Moscow’s  mayorwill 
put  him  in  the  frame  to  succeed 
Yeltsin,  writes  James  Meek 

THEY  didn't  do  it  for  credit  for  being  a brighter  fic- 
Bill  Clinton.  Boris  ure  now  than  Clintonwai?  be- 
Yeltsin,  Tony  Blair  fore  his  election,”  Mr  Khotin- 


THEY  didn’t  do  it  for 
Bill  Clinton.  Boris 
Yeltsin,  Tony  Blair 
and  Jacques  Chirac 
didn't  get  the  treat- 
ment either.  But  Russians  are 
taking  it  as  confirmation  that 
he  is  likely  to  become  their 
□ext  leader  that  the  mayor  of 
Moscow,  Yuri  Luzhkov,  is  to 
be  the  subject  of  a big  screen 
biography,  years  before  the 
election  campaign  even 
begins. 

One  of  the  country's  best- 
known  young  directors,  the 
internationally  acclaimed 
Vladimir  Khotinenko,  has  an- 
nounced that  he  will  begin 
shooting  the  biopic.  based  on 
the  mayor's  autobiography. 
We  Are  Your  Children,  Mos- 
cow, next  year. 

"You  have  to  give  Luzhkov 


The  reputation  of  the  bald, 
barrel-like,  baby-faced  Mr 
Luzhkov,  whose  childhood 
mcaniation  win  be  played  by 
an  angelic  boy  wearing  the 
cap  which  is  now  his  trade- 
mark, has  never  been 
brighter.  Final  preparations 
are  under  way  for  the  culmi- 
nation of  his  mayorality.  next 
month's  celebrations  of  the 
850th  anniversary  of  Mos- 
cow's founding. 

The  three-day  party  begin- 
ning on  September  5 is  cost- 
ing the  city  almost  £35  mil- 
lion. Yesterday  Mr  Luzhkov 
and  Jean-Michel  Jarre  un- 
veiled details  of  a gigantic 
sound  and  light  show  at  Mos- 


cow University’s  constructiv- 
ist skyscraper  on  a hill  over- 
looking the  city. 

The  British  firm  Tribute 
and  the  English  designer 
Mark  Fisher,  who  organised 
such  rock  events  as  foe  1988 
Free  Nelson  Mandela  concert, 
are  sending  20  trucks  and  an 
Antonov  transport  aircraft 
with  a hired  BBC  outside 
broadcast  unit  to  stage  a clas- 
sical extravaganza  for  6,000 
Invited  guests  In  Red  Square, 
featuring  Luciano  Pavarotti. 

At  foe  ftiimOT  of  another 
concert,  a giant  image  of  foe 
Virgin  Mary  will  be  projected 
by  laser  on  the  skies  over  the 
Luzhniki  Stadium.  The  sky 
will  be  cloud  free:  Mr  Luzh- 
kov has  hired  cloud-seeding 
aircraft  to  make  sure  it  rains 
on  somebody  else’s  parade. 

Mr  Luzhkov,  who  still 

maintains  publicly  that  he 

does  not  plan  to  run  for  presi- 
dent when  Mr  Yeltsin's 
second  and  final  term  ends  in 
2000.  has  won  over  cynical 
Muscovites  since  he  became 


mayor  in  1952  by  making  him- 
self a elassle  trains-on-time 

city  boss. 

He  is  seen  as  having  pro- 
tected foe  city's  transport, 
health  and  welfare  system 
from  the  vicissitudes  of 
Soviet  collapse,  and  be  has 
celebrated  the  fact  with  a 
series  of  extraordinary,  costly 
construction  projects,  most 
notably  rebuilding  from 
scratch  the  gold-domed 
Church  of  Christ  the  Saviour, 
razed  to  the  ground  on  Sta- 1 
tin’s  orders  In  foe  1930s. 

Even  Western  business- 
men, initially  resentful  of  his 
| insistence  on  personally 
| supervising  every  big  prop- 
erty deal,  have  been  won  over 
by  the  superficially  brighter, 
shinier  Moscow  he  has  made. 

He  has  tried  to  overcome 
the  hostility  of  the  rest  of  Rus- 
; sia,  which  believes  — rightly 
— that  Moscow  siphons  off 
much  of  their  wealth,  by 
sponsoring  a host  of  patriotic 
projects,  such  as  building  war- 
ships for  the  Russian  navy. 


“There's  a shortage  of 
heroes  in  the  country  at  the 
moment  for  literature  and 
cinema.  Who  can  you  take  for 
a hero  who  isn't  a gangster  or 
a dosser?"  Mr  Khotinenko 
said. 

“We  used  to  have  a fixed  set 
of  heroes.  You  could  choose 
the  hero-intellectual,  the 
hero-commissar.  Now  you 
won’t  find  any  heroes  apart 
from  gangsters.  There's  a 
need  for  a hero  who  can  show 


‘You  have  to 
give  Luzhkov 
credit  for  being 
a brighter  figure 
than  Clinton 
was  before 
his  election’ 


us  that  something  is  happen- 
ing here,  foat  something  is 
h»ing  done,  that  changes  are 
taking  place." 

Dozens  of  films  were  made 
about  Lenin  after  his  death. 
Soviet  directors  made  several 
idealised  films  about  Stalin 
anrf  Leonid  Brezhnev  in  their 
later  years. 

But  neither  Mikhail  Gorba- 
chev nor  Boris  Yeltsin  has 
been  portrayed  in  celluloid 
in  anything  but  cameo  parts 


President  Boris  Yeltsin  gives  the  thumbs  op  at  the  opening  of  Russia’s  third  international  air  show  in  Zhukovsky,  near  Moscow,  yesterday 
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Austrian  minister  wants  childless  women  to  retire  later 


Kate  Connolly 


AUSTRIA’S  family  min- 
ister has  called  for  the 
retirement  age  for 
childless  women  to  be 
raised,  to  help  ease  the  bur- 
den on  the  state  of  soaring 
pension  costs. 

Under  the  proposal, 
women  with  no  children 
would  carry  on  working 
until  65  — the  same  age  as 
men  — before  being  en- 
titled to  draw  their  state 
pension. 

The  current  retirement 
age  for  women  is  60. 

“I  think  that  women 


without  children  don’t  need 
the  privilege  of  the  earlier 
retirement  age."  said  the 
conservative  People’s  Party 
politician  and  father  of 
five,  Martin  Bartenstein. 

His  announcement,  made 
on  Austrian  Radio,  follows 
pleas  to  the  country’s 
women  to  have  more  chil- 
dren to  support  the  pension 
system.  Last  week  the  de- 
fence minister,  Werner 
Fasslabend,  who  sits  on  the 
Austrian  Employees* 
Association  (OeAAB),  said 
that  women  had  a patriotic 
duty  to  have  at  least  two , 
children  to  increase  the 
number  of  future  earners. 


But  the  secretary  for 
women  in  the  coalition  ma- 
jority Socialist  Party,  An- 
drea KuntzL  accused  Mr 
Bartenstein  of  ignoring 
reality.  “Most  women  take 
care  of  older  family  mem- 
bers and  that  is  another 
burden,  and  many  of  them 
also  have  to  take  care  of 
men,"  she  said. 

If  Mr  Bartenstein  be- 
lieved that  “women  who 
can’t  have  or  don’t  want 
children  are  on  an  equal 
footing  with  men,  then  he  is 
ignoring  not  only  the  many 
disadvantages  women  face 
in  the  world  of  work,  bathe 
also  misjudges  the  huge 


amount  of  unpaid  work 
that  women  do,”  she  added. 

To  those  who  wondered 
why  the  proposed  delay  in 
pensionable  age  was  not  ex- 
tended to  childless  men,  Mr 
Bartenstein  replied:  “When 
it  becomes  a reality  that  the 
raising  of  children  is  done 
by  men  and  women,  then  it 
will  he  necessary  to  discuss 
it.”  He  said  it  was  not  his 
aim  to  punish  single 
women. 

The  minister  for  women, 
Barbara  Prammer,  accused , 
her  colleague  of  punishing 
women  who  could  not  have 
children.  Earl  Qellinger  of 
the  Green  Party  attacked 


the  proposals,  saying:  “The 
incompetence  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  pension  reform  j 
cannot  get  any  worse.” 
Referring  to  Mr  Fassla- 1 
bend’s  comments  on  patri- 
otic childbearing,  he  said:  j 
“The  fact  that  most  women  | 
have  one  child  reflects 
modern  society  and  a vari- , 
ety  of  changing  conditions,  j 
The  OeAAB  is  taking  its  1 
family  policy  from  the  i 
1930s.”  He  was  referring  to 
Nazi  motherhood  pro- 1 
grammes  in  Germany,  in  i 
which  women  were  encour- 
aged to  have  more  Children 
to  expand  the  Aryan,  “super  I 
race”. 


These  days,  90  per  cent  of 
Austrian  mothers  have 
only  one  child. 

As  in  many  other 
countries,  Austria’s  state 
pension  system,  which  is 
funded  by  those  in  work, 
threatens  to  trigger  a finan- 
cial crisis  as  average  life- 
spans increase  and  more 
people  take  early  retire- 
ment. The  average  age  of 
retirement  in  Austria  is  52. 

The  government  is  also 
keen  to  contain  pension 
costs  and  trim  the  welfare 
system  as  part  of  its  efforts 
to  meet  the  requirements  of 
a single  European  currency 
on  schedule. 


Hamburg  prosecutors  uncover 
trail  of  smuggled  British  beef 


Jews  lobby  for  forgotten  victims 


lan  Traynor  In  Bonn 

GERMAN  prosecutors 
revealed  yesterday  that  a 
Hamburg  meat  trader  had 
smuggled  more  than  600  tons 
of  beef  from  Britain  in  foe 
past  six  months,  foe  worst 
case  yet  of  contravening  -the 
European  Union's  BSE  ban. 

While  most  of  it  was  reex- 
ported to  eastern  Europe, 
scores  of  tons  were  sold  to 
butchers  in  the  states  of  Ba- 
varia. Saxony  and  Lower  Sax- 
ony. the  Hamboig  prosecu- 
tor’s office  said. 

Customs  officers  found 
60  tons  of  British  beef  in  a 
refrigeration  compound  In 
Hamburg  last  week,  imported 
Illegally  by  a meat  firm  based 
at  foe  city  abattoir. 

The  head  of  foe  firm  was 
questioned  by  the  police  and 
released.  But  the  prosecutor’s 
office  announced  yesterday 
that  the  smuggling  scheme 
was  much  bigger  than  ini- 
tially thought  It  Is  assumed 
that  some  illegally  imported 
beef  has  already  been  sold 
and  eaten. 

Germany  has  been  a lead- 


ing supporter  of  the  ban  an 
British,  beef  exports,  intro- 
duced 16  months  ago.  and  has 
insisted  on  the  most  stringent 
controls.  The  feet  that  hun- 
dreds of  tons  of  it  have  ar- 
rived in  Hamburg  in  foe  past 
six  months  Is  an  embarrass- 
ment to  the  German  monitor-  < 
fog  regime. 

Customs  officers  have  been 
ordered  to  scour  the  country 
for  British  beef  sold  to  Ger- 
man butchers  so  that  it  can  be 
confiscated  and  destroyed. 

The  trader  suspected  of 
being  responsible  — he  has 
not  been  named  — told  Inves- 
tigators the  meat  was  from 
Ireland.  But  documents  found 
in  the  firm's  offices  strongly 
suggest  that  it  came  from 
Britain.  The  investigators 
said  it  might  have  come  from 
Northern  Ireland. 

After  last  week’s  seizure 
foe  investigators  raided  foe 
firm’s  office  and  found  papers 
showing  that  440  tons  of  Brit- 
ish beef  had  been  dispatched 
from  Hamburg  to  eastern 
Europe  in  the  past  six 
months.  Another  119  tons  had 
been  stored  in  Hamburg  be- 
fore being  sold  in  Germany. 


Ian  Traynor  In  Bonn 

THE  German  government 
came  under  strong  pres- 
sure last  night  to  end 
years  of  stalling  and  compen- 
sate thousands  of  elderly,  pen- 
niless Holocaust  survivors  In 
eastern  Europe  who  became 
victims  of  the  cold  war. 

Negotiators  from  foe  Jew- 
ish Claims  Conference  and 
other  Jewish  organisations 
arrived  In  Bonn  for  two  days 
of  talks. 

They  were  backed  by  an 
open  letter  to  Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl,  signed  by  82  United 
States  senators. 

The  letter,  in  the  form  of  a 
foil-page  advertisment  In  the 
American  press  at  the  week- 
end. protested  that  while  foe 
survivors  receive  nothing, 
their  tormentors  often  enjoy 
German  war  pensions. 

It  also  contrasted  foe  treat- 
ment of  survivors  in  the  east 
with  those  living  In  the  West, 
who  qualify  for  German  pen- 
sions and  other  forms  of 
restitution. 

“We  are  writing  to  express 
our  deep  concern  about  foe 


continued  refusal  of  the  Ger- 
man government  to  pay  pen- 
sions to  foe  thousands  of  el- 
derly Holocaust  survivors 
living  in  eastern  Europe  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union,"  the 
letter  said. 

"We  find  it  distressing  that 
, your  government  has  refused 
to  provide  any  meaningful 
I compensation  to  this  forgot- 
ten group  of  Holocaust  survi- 
l vors  . . . In  stark  contrast 
I many  thousands  of  veterans 
of  Nazi  military  forces  are  eli- 
l gible  for  supplemental 
I pensions." 

The  leader  erf  Germany's 
Jews,  Ignatz  Buhls,  joined  the 
j attack  on  the  government  "If 
something  does  not  happen 
soon,  foe  problem  will  unfor- . 
> tunately  be  resolved  differ- 
ently. They  wiH  simply  die,” 
he  said. 

Gert  Welsskirchen,  an  op- 1 
position  Social  Democrat  MP, 
said:  .“US  senators  have  wait- 
ed very  patiently  on  the  good- ' 
i win  of  the  German  chancel- 
lor. How  long  will  the 
government  Ignore  foe  calls 
, of  the  last  living  Holocaust 
victims  in  eastern  Europe?  It 
has  closed  Its  ears  for  years.”  i 


There  are  thought  to  be  up 
to  20,000  survivors  of  foe  Nazi 
camps  and  ghettoes  living  in 
foe  Baltic  states  and  central 
Europe. 

Germany  has  paid  about 
DMI00  billion  in  war  repara- 
tions since  1945.  Survivors  in  . 
the  West  qualify  for  a one-off 
payment  of  several  thousand 
marks  and  monthly  pensions  ] 
of  DM500  (£170).  But  victims  i 
in  eastern  Europe,  where  the 
Holocaust  was  largely  en- 
acted, have  received  next  to  j 

nothing. 

Moreover,  an  estimated  i 
50,000  Germans  and  non-Ger- 1 
mans  who  were  either  war  I 
criminals  or  members  of; 
organisations  categorised  as 
criminal  by  the  Allies  after  I 
foe  war  receive  German  war 
pensions.  They  got  £2oo  mil- 
lion last  year.  At  least  one  is 
a convicted  mass  murderer. 

The  Jewish  negotiating 
team  is  headed  by  Alexander 
Bergmann,  a Latvian  Jew 
who,  with  his  brother,  sur- 
vived four  years  In  a concen- 
tration camp.  The  brother  em- 
igrated to  foe  West  where  he 
qualified  for  a payment  of 
DM5,000  and  a DM500  a 


month  pension.  Alexander 
Bergmann  has  received 
nothing. 

The  Jewish  leader  in 
Prague.  Tomas  Kraus,  has 
been  lobbying  Bonn  for  years 
for  compensation  for  2,000 
survivors  in  the  Czech  Repub- 
lic. Late  last  year  he  was  told 
that  a letter  to  Mr  Kohl  had 
been  Josh 

The  US  advertisement  was 
a sign  of  the  exasperation  erf 
US  Jewish  organisations, 
which  have  decided  to  go  pub- 
lic In  an  attempt  to  shame  the 
German  government  into 
action. 

While  eastern  Europe  was 
under  communist  rule,  Bonn 
ignored  foe  claims  of  Holo- 
caust survivors  living  there. 
Since  1990  ft  has  reached  bi- 
lateral agreements  with  Rus- 
sia, Ukraine  ami  Belarus,  but 

these  involved  lump-sum  pay. 

merits  to  foe  governments 
and.  at  the  must,  one-off  pay- 
ments to  the  victims. 

The  finance  ministry  has 
long  resisted  making  farther 
payments,  bat  Jewish  organi- 
sations are' confident  this 
week’s  talks  will  produce  a 
breakthrough. 


in  farces  or  cheap  thrillers. 

Russia  has  reacted  with 
surprise  to  Mr  Khotinenko ’s 
plans  to  immortalise  such  a 

controversial  figure. 

■Tm  hurt  that  people  who 
know  the  kind  of  films  I make 
don’t  trust  me  on  this  one. 
Certainly  It’s  a strange,  risky 
idea  and  one  which  It’D  be  un- 
believably difficult  to  carry 
off,”  he  said. 

“Luzhkov's  book  IsnT  bad 
at  all  and  the  passages  about 
his  childhood  arc  simply 

marvellous.” 

When  he  met  the  mayor  to 
discuss  the  idea  with  him.  Mr 
Luzhkov  was  embarrassed 
but  said:  “Let’s  try  it" 

Embarrassment  is  an  un- 
likely emotion  to  ascribe  to  a 
man  recently  seen,  on 
national  television  cavorting 
in  front  of  a packed  audience 
on  foe  floor  of  the  Moscow 
Circus,  his  broken  leg  in  plas- 
ter, grinning  and  singing,  out 
of  tune,  a popular  song  called 
Ah,  We  Don’t  Care. 

Mr  Khotinenko  said  the 


central  character  hi  the  film 
would  not  be  called  Luzhkov 
And  would  not  look  like  him. 
it  would  simply  be  a story 
about  a boy  bora  duo  a poor 
family  In  Moscow  who  want 
on  to  become  mayor. 

But  only  one  man  fits  that 
description. 

There  is  speculation  how 
the  mayor  has  managed  to 
keep  his  hands  so  dean  in  a 
city  so  corrupt  and  pene- 
trated by  organised  crime. 
And  hts  Russian  nationalism 
often  spills  Into  chauvinism, 
os  when  be  expelled  ftB  Cau- 
casian traders  from  foe. city 
after  the  1993  fighting  be- 
tween parliament  and  the 
president. 

“Luzhkov  himself  would 
prefer  if  it  was  lust  hts  child- 
hood and  nothing  else,"  Mr 
Khotinenko  said. 

"We  want  it  to  be  mainly 
about  what  has  happened 
recently.  Because  the  almost 
decade-long  post-perestroika 
period  has  seen  so  many 
events  and  horrors.” 


y. 


World  news  in  brief 


Cambodian  king  to 
commemorate  Briton 

CAMBODIA'S  King  Norodom  Sihanouk  said  yesterday  he 
believed  kidnapped  Briton  Christopher  Howes  was  deed  and 
proposed  namings  Phnom  Penh  street  after  him. 

"We  are  hopeless  that  Christopher  Howes  is  still  alive  be- 
cause the  brutal  and  criminal  Khmer  Rouge  abducted  him  and 
treated  him  very  badly.’'  the  king  said  in  a letter  to  the  second 
prime  minister.  Hun  Sen.  and  acting  head  of  state.  Chea  Sim. 

“In  order  to  give  thanks  to  Christopher  Howes,  who  set  a 
great  example  while  he  was  a foreign  expert,  volunteering  to  die 
in  Cambodian  territory  for  the  lives  of  Cambodians.  2 would 
like  you  to  take  legal  measures  to  rename  Norodom  Sihanouk 
Boulevard,  Christopher  Howes  Boulevard.” 

Mr  Howes,  aged  38,  ofBrlstol.  was  abducted  in  March  last 
year  while  clearing  mines  in  Siem  Reap  province. 

Meanwhile,  government  forces  said  yesterday  that  they  had 
seized  O'Smach.  foe  last  town  held  by  loyalists  of  the  ousted 
first  prime  minister.  Prince  Norodom  Ranariddh.  The  prince 
disputed  there  port. — Reuter.  Phnom  Penh. 

Mir  computer  back  on  line 

THE  crew  of  the  Russian  space  station  Mir  revived  their  ailing 
computer  yesterday  and  space  officials  shrugged  off  the  latest 
near-disaster,  vowing  to  go  ahead  with  what  may  be  the  most 
dangerous  spacewalk  in  history. 

Thefailure  of  the  station's  central  computer  on  Monday  left  the 
ageing  outpost  twisting  in  orbit  for  several  hours. 

Now  officials  have  scheduled  a critical  but  aft-delayed 
spacewalk  to  carry  out  more  vital  repairs  for  Friday  or  Saturday. 

The  cosmonauts  do  not  know  what  they  will  encounter  when 
they  open  the  hatch  into  the  ruptured  Spektr  module,  rammed  by 
a cargo  ship  in  June.  The  crew  must  try  to  reconnect  the  power 
cables  and  repair  the  collision  damage. — AP.  Moscow. 


Rebels  routed  in  Tajikistan 

AREBEL  warlord  who  took  up  arms  against  a deal  that  brought 
peace  to  Tajikistan  was  forced  to  flee  by  government  troops 
yesterday,  his  tiny  army  apparently  surrounded  and  crushed. 

A government  spokesman  said  yesterday  that  foe  mutinous 
army  unit  led  by  Colonel  Makhmud  Khudoyberdyev  had  been 
ousted  from  its  last  stronghold  near  the  holder  with  Afghanistan 
and  that  the  colonel  may  have  fled  with  a handful  of  followers  to 
Uzbekistan. 

But  Tajikistan's  peace  remains  fragile.  President  Imomali 
Rakhmonov’s  deal  with  the  Islamic  opposition  is  an  indication  of 
his  weakness.  And  the  industrialised  northern  region  QfKtmJand 
is  not  under  the  president’s  control. — James  Meek.  Moscow. 


Hunt  on  for ‘extinct’ tigers  ", 

OFFICIALS  in  a remote  corner  of  New  Guinea  have  offered  a - 
reward  for  foe  capture  of  a Tasmanian  Tiger,  a dog4flce  striped 
animal  that  zoologists  say  has  been  extinct  for  61  years. 

While  there  is  no  proof  they  exist,  reports  yesterday  quoted 
villagers  as  saying  packs  of  themhavebeenkSUngfenn  animals. 

Officials  In  the  mountainous  interior  of  Irian  Jaya.  foe  Indone- 
slan-controlled  western  half  of  New  Guinea,  offered  £400  for  the 
first  tiger  to  be  captured  and  Identified, — AP.  Jakarta. 


Late  singer’s  widow  to  sue 

THE  widow  afarenowned  Pakistani  singer  who  died  in  London 
says  she  will  sue  Cromwell  hospital  for  negligence. 

Nusrat  Fateh  Ali  Khan,  considered  the  world’s  greatest  singer 
of Qaimoali,  Islamic  devotional  music,  died  ofaheart  attack  on. 
Saturday  at  the  hospital.  His  widow.  Nahid.  blamed  doctors  for 
his  death. ‘Twin  sue  foe  concerned  hospital  authorities  for 
damage  after  getting  documentary  evidence,”  she  said  yesterday. 

Hospital  spokesman  Jess  Brandon  declined  to  make  any  imme- 
diate comment  on  the  charge. — AP,  Lahore. 


French  growers  toast  vintage 

PREDICTIONS  of  an  exceptional  year  for  Bordeaux  wines  have 
followed  foe  earliest  aendange,  or  harvest,  since  1893,  when 
picking  began  on  August  16, 34  hours  before  this  year's  start 

The  harvest  usually  starts  in  late  September.  Growers  at  Pesfflc 

and  Paulliac  said  yesterday  an  early  harvest  had  always  created  a 

legendary  wine. — Paul  Webster.  Paris. 

It’s  a fare  cop 

A NORWEGIAN  burglar  ended  up  with  so  much  loot  he  called  a 
taxitotake  it  all  home.  Unfortunately  for  the  l9-year-old*thfiOsLo 
eabhta  became  susoicious  and  called  DQllce  after  d rooping  offnW 


passenger,  complete  with  bin  bags  stuffed  with  valuables. 

"It  ended  up  with  foe  thief  being  arrested  the  same  evening,  and 
the  stolen  property  being  recovered,”  Slmen  Brekke  Olsen,  whose 
home  was  robbed,  toWVerdens  Gang  newspaper.—  AP.  Oslo* 
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With  his  love  of  beating  players, 

of  scoring  goals,  of  simply 
playing,  with  his  gossamer 
thread  temperament,  with  the 
tears  of  frustration  welling  the 
moment  things  go  wrong. 

Jim  White  on  Ian  Wright 
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Julian  Borgw  in  jjnSwii 


Tsrsaara:  aS333S~s 

Shi’lte  Hizbullah  guerrStt  fa  n^S’x?Jpok®sman  for 

Lebanon  yesterd^afterth^S  foreffa 

launched  dawn  rocket  attacks  ™i^2ftLebai2Kk 

on  a northern  te5i  toS?  .Jffi?  shelling  of  Sldon. 
ImposCm^  2SS  21*  JSSL1!"  • Sunni 


called  for  the  retaliatory 
^teBingofSidon.  -- 

“The  immediate  mintia  res- 
ponae  Is  to  take  revenge.  Lo- 


Mek  Cununhis-Braow 

In  Singapore 


searing- eamninatom  of  the  I rupt  him.  “I  was  prepared  to  I tested  fa  the  last  election.  I uments  down  in  front  of  Mr  i as  if  Tang  Liang  Hone  bad 
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motives  and  methods  of  the 
PAP's  high  command,  in 
which  Mr  Carman  three 


he  magnanimous, ” he  said.  Was  that  not  a strange  form  of  I Jeyaretnam.  In  one  sentence 


“Counsel  may  not  be  aware  democracy,  he  asked. 


before  closing  the  rally.  Mr 


prepared  a Molotov  cocktail." 
“Are  you  serious?"  inter- 


Ieadfaff  RriHflh  ,jS  Carman  three  of  the  nature  of  oar  society,"  "We  are  an  unusual  democ-  Jeyaretnam  told  the  crowd  jected  Mr  Carman  in'  tones  of 

leading  British  times  called  his  integrity  into  he  remarked  in  the  course  at  racy  and  we  run  it  our  way,”  that  Mr  Tang  had  filed  a incredulity.  ••  . whoenwit  to 


y£f_L  pjSyS'  ...  the  morning,  invoking  the  Mr  Goh  replied.  police  report  against  “Mr  Goh 

Mr  Carman- established  Confudan  values  prevalent  in  “Tm  sure  you  do,"  said  Mr  and  his  people". 
*SE*2»  that  Mr  Goh  had  previously  Singapore.  Carman  drily.  Tom  Shields  QC.  acting  for 

p<”^D  iFriI^e-  gun*s-  fougbt  two  or  three  itemn-  “We  stand  for  collective  fa-  But  Mr  Canaan  was  even  Mr  Goh,  argued  earlier  fa  the 
tion  cases,  one  of  them  involv-  terests.  not  individual  inter-  more  caustic  in  his  treatment  case  said  this  amounted  to  en- 
jng  three  separate  suits.  Mr  ests,”  he  explained.  ‘Here,  if  of  Mr  Jeyaretnam’s  alleged  dorsing  the  allegations.  Mr 


the  morning,  invoking  the 


on  a northern  Israeli  town, 
imposing  more  strain  on  a 
tenuous  ceasefire. 

_ 80  Katyusha  rockets 


Muslim  population,  drew  the 
Lebanese  army  into  the  fray. 


■ porean  prime  minis-  fought  two  or  three  defama.- 
ter  to  a humiliating  nrterroga-  tion  cases,  one  of  them  involv- 


flim  Mr  Tang  had  filed  a incredulity.  .who  gave  it  to 

poUre  report  against  “Mr  Goh  Mr  Jeyaretnam,  [who]  at  that 
ai~“S  ■ precise  moment  hurled  itr 

3?=**"*  for  “*  would  submit  you’re  not 
Mr  Goh,  argued  earlier  fa  the  entitled  to  a single  dollar," 
rase  said  this  amounted  toen-  Mr  Carman  said.  "First,  you 
dorsing  the  allegations.  Mr  suffered  absolutely  no  dis- 


awn  sw 
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separate  suits.  Mr  ests.”  he  explained.  “Here,  if  of  Mr  Jeyaretnam’s  alleged 
r^no*pLJi^  he  suggested,  had  fought  ministers  and  politicians  do  llbeL  This  arises  from  his 

Sap?  ^~1°n^arfy  *4  to  16  and  obtained  huge  not  defend  their  integrity,  comments  at  a political  rally 


yesterday,  injuring  a JsraeHnsi 
Lebanese  woman  and  an  Is-  the  SLA  is  s 
Habullah  immedi-  the  Jezdne 
ately  claimed  responsibility,  yond  its  con 
underscoring  northern  W IsraeSron 
?! 8 vljhi^a  bili  ty  should  the  zone.  But  i 
long,  low-intensity  guerrilla  supplies  the 
warm  south  Lebanon  spffl  its  w£h?d  re 
pr^ent  confines.  buHah  forth 

,,  The  Katyusha  attack  was  “For  the  s 
the  second  in  a month  and  the  who’s  been 
heaviest  of  its  kind  since  a he’s  going  1 

JEJL  cfasef}re  Jas*  year,  giving  then 
when  the  Israeli  army  and  the  Goksel  said. 
Iranian -backed  Hizbullah  Uri  Lubre 
(Party  of  God)  undertook  to  fence  minis 
avoid  civilian  casualties,  coordinates 


SrflfaS  darmges.  they  are  finished.”  m the  eve  rfStakapore’s  Jan- 

onMond^r^  clvllian  “¥ou  and  your  colleagues  Mr  Carman  was  not  1m-  uary  election  in  which  the 

Israel  insists  that  aithmioH  ttw^T,,  „ . Tong  tootc  , e f3™  88  a to®010*1  of  caus-  pressed.  Mr  Goh  paid  Dp-ser-  other  star  speaker  was  fellow 

the  SLA  is  » snKrtr^i^^01?^1  stand  to  support  a fag  financial  oppression  on  vice  to  democratic  freedoms  party  candidate  Tang  Liang 

the  P1*™*™;  rotated  damages  this  71-year-old  ifam. because  of  speechTprS^d^pS  ^ 

yond  its  control  -— outside  fae  pap  1 yon  wanted  him  out  of  pallia-  tion  but,  said  the  lawyer,  At  the  time,  Mr  Tang  was 

Israeli  mn  1!  w16  PAPleaders,  including  the  el-  meat  and  you  thought  the  “there  a point  where  inrfcwi  fn  a bitter  row  with 

border  buffer-  der  statesman.  l«eKnan  Yew,  court  would  provide  a conve-  you  adoot  them  for  vour  own  PAP  leaders.  Thev  called  him 


they  are  finished.” 

Mr  Carman  was  not  im- 


on  the  eve  of  Singapore’s  Jan-  thrust  of  politics. 


Carman  thought  it  was  just  tress  at  all  fa  regard  to  your 
P*J the  normal  cut  and  International  reputation  ... 


of  speech,  press  and  opposi- 
tion but,  said  the  lawyer, 


uary  election  in  which  the 


Hong. 

At  the  time,  Mr  Tang  was 


tnrusL  or  politics.  and  that  Molotov  cocktail  was 

Are  you  sanously  suggest-  a load  of  nonsense." 

*"*■  x^ia^SSi?S.G?h’ ,,hav'  Mr  Goh’s  bruising  encoun- 
tag  had  $600,000  [£240.0001  ter  with  Mr  Carman  left  him 
T^.  m of  clearly  smarting.  The  British 

bis  libel,  that  you  deserve  lawyer's  observations  were 


“there  comes  a point  where  I locked  fa  a bitter  row  with  more  money  fa  respect  of 


zone.  But  it  stm  armTand  « SS  *2?*  c?nr*  would  provide  a conve-  you  adopt  them  for  your  own  PAP  leaders.  They  called  him  these  words?" 

suoniiicthi  agaio^  the  nient  method,”  Mr  Carman  purposes  to  stay  in  power  and  a dangerous  Chinese  chauvin-  ‘T  want  to  vi 


the  Jezrine  unit  and  veteran  Workers'  Party  pressed. 


was  held  respcmsihle  by  Hfa-  leader,  J.B.  Jeyaretnam. 


purposes  to  stay  in  power  and 
stifle  opposition”. 


a dangerous  f-hfaw*  chauvin- 
ist and  he  ratlin  thum  liars. 


“an  insult  to  the  judge  as 
much  as  to  the  Singapore  gpv- 


*T  want  to  vindicate  my  rep-  eminent”,  he  said. 


'That  , , . 7 — IMOWS  L«U<U1DD 

Rooking  in-  policy,  said  Israel  had  com- 
Plained  about  the  shelling  of 
As  Mr  Netanyahu  inspected  Sldon  to  the  SLA  commander 

ihP  no  mono  in  IrlvMHU  OL_ _ mm  m _ _ • 


bl^b  the  Sirion  d^ths.  But*  the  prime  minister 

“for  the  guy  on  the  ground  seemed  unprepared  for  the 
who’s  been  hit,  the  question 
he’s  going  to  ask  is:  rWho’s 
giving  them  the  guns’,"  Mr 
Goksel  said. 

Uri  Lubrani,  a senior  de- 
fence mtmgtry'  otfir.lal  who 
co-ordinates  Israel's  Lebanon 


Mr  Goh  insisted  Mr  Jeyar- 1 Mr  Carman  noted  that  out  I Video  of  the  rally,  played 


utatian."  Mr  Goh  replied. 

The  prime  minister  said  he 


A . , . . , — ■•U  mJUAi  > UCTL  UUL  V 1UCU  lll»»  Wi  L UC  iOUJl  jMOJCV  * *«•  Mr“  llUlilblCr  5dili  HP 

5?“®  was  no -threat  and  of  83  seats  in  parliament,  twice  to  the  court  yesterday,  was  distressed  and  outraged 
emea  unprepared  for  the  there  was  no  need  to  bank-  more  than  half  were  uncon-  showed  Mr  Tang  putting  doc-  by  the  police  reports.  “It  was 


And  how  did  he  feel  about 
being  called  a liar  in  court?  If 
he  could  do  so,  Mr  Goh 
replied,  he  would  sue. 


the  damage  fa  Kiryat  Shmona 
yesterday,  he  served  notice 


General  Antoine  T-atiad 
"He  knows  what  our  policy 


. _ - _ , — — WUOL  Ulu  WULY 

that  Israel  would  Tespond  is  and  what  our  wishes  are,” 

Mr  Lubrani  said.  “We  have  12 

1 1 j asgsga  years  experience  with  Tjhad 

y-  % 1 *"**31  w®  have  a mesh  of  prob- 

C terns  we  are  dealing  with.” 

> - f u,c2ShIaHt  However,  Western  observers 
■ ‘ pt  Saw  iff  fa  Lebanon  believe  Gen  La- 

1 1 — 7-;;  11  /Beirut  (Un*)  had  has  little  contrd  over  the 

SS?Le25?VB*l?d  0^st 

J certainty  did  not  have  prior 

• -w,',.;  / \ knowledge  of  fixe  shdlfag. 

• O ^ “They’re  ixot  going  to  ask 

; /Jarzne  ^ J Lahad's  permission.  He’s  a 

figurehead.  The  SLA,  espe- 
/ aw! dally  in  Jezzine,  has  its  own 
-•■i  agenda,"  an  analyst  said. 

'•  SYRM  Gen  Lahad  has  said  he  will 

not  abandon  Jezzfae’s  mostly 
7 irom  BEEHB  Christian  residents,  many  cf 

j ,shael  KUMiiUil  whom  are  Sldon  refugees. 

j_  20  m*as  ^ Military  analysts  say  Israel 

l—-  ' J is  reluctant  to  cut  off  support 

because  the  enclave  is  a bar- 
severely  to  attacks  on  civilian  rier  betweax  Hizbullah  bases 
lives”.  He  warned:  “If  there  is  fa  Lebanon’s  Beka'a  valley 
no  quiet  on  the  Israeli  side  of  and  its  strongholds  fa  fixe 


the  border  there  will  not  be 
quiet  on  the  Lebanon  side.” 
As  local  nationalist  politi- 
cians called  on  the-  prime 
minister  to  retaliate,  analysts 
said  Israel  was  fa  danger  of 


southern  hills,  from  where 
guerrillas  launch  raids  on  Is- 
rael’s “security  zone”.  For 
that  reason,  Jezzine  is  often 
the  focus  of  Hizbullah  attacks. , 
Mr  Goksel  said  Jezzine  also 


being  sucked  into  a wider  provides  the  Israelis  with  a 
conflict  by  its  continued  arm-  window  on  radical  Palestfa- 


ing  of  a client  milxtla.it  does  iaxx  factions  fa  the  Sldon  area, 
not  fully  control.  The  potential  price  cf  that 

Hizbullah  announced  yes-  policy  was  evident  in  Sldon 
terday  it  had  strut*  back  in  yesterday,  when  3^00  men 


terday  it  had  strut*  back  In  yesterday,  when  3^00  men 
retaliation  for  the  deaths  of  inarched  fa  a funeral  proces- 


The  potential  price  of  that  . . 

policy  was  evident  in  Sldon  Dancers  relax  backstage  at  the  Sasa  clnb  in  Davao.  Sopae  say  they  wouldn’t  hesitate  going  hat*  to  a hotel  room  with  a trmn  if  ‘the  price  is  right* 


PHOTOGRAPH:  SEAN  SMITH 


seven  civilians  and  the 
wounding  of  36  others  in  the 


sion  for  the  victims  of  Mon- 
day’s shelling,  chanting  the 


Lebanese  port  of  Sldon,  which  anti-Israeli  slogan.  “We  were 
was  shelled  on  Monday  by  a bom  to  die  while  fighting  the 


'“iKSSr'SSS  Philippines  on  the 
S5SSS  impact  of  a British 

charity,  and  a new 


unit  of  the  Israeli-backed  enemies  of  God.”  OitfAli  BAiUMilt 

South  Lebanon  Army  (SLA).  •Israel’s  border  police  are  Vff*Ba  “vnuuii 
The  bloody  chain  of  tit-for-  turning  to  mountain  bikes  fa  ronnrtQ  frnm  thp  - 
tat  attacks  underscores  the  their  uphffl  battle  to  enforce  ,'rul  10  ,,u,u  u 
volatility  of  a region  doml-  closures  on  Palgrtiniau  areas.  PhilinninPQ  nn  thp 
nated  by  rival  militias.  It  "The  advantage  of  using  r,HIIHH,,,caw,,  u,c 
began  on  Monday  when  a car-  bikes  is  that  they  can  pass  imnart  nf  fl  British 
bomb  killed  two  teenagers  in  through  difficult  terrain  and  11 1 '^aoL  a ,uo‘ 1 
the  SLA-run  Christian  en-  they  are  very  quiet,”  Shlomo  pharitv  and  a nPW 
clave  of  Jezzine.  The  victims  Xatabi.  head  of  the  unit’s  ,eu  ,L>’  ,cvv 

were  the  children  of  a farmer  southern  command,  said  yes-  low  on  thp  IK/pq  nf 
SLA  commander,  Assad  Nas-  terday.  “Infiltrators  will  be  ,avv»  1 u MVCO  Ul 
ser,  who  was  killed  fa  a bomb  taken  by  surprise.  They  won’t  vni  inn  <5PY  wnrkpr<% 
attack  four  years  ago.  It  is  be-  expect  the  police  and  they  y^uny  5»C3A  wunverts 
Ueved  bis  family  and  friends  won’t  hear  them.”  - - 
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New  routes  to  freedom  for  the  hospitality  ladies 

OWCn  Bowcott  NSTAGE  fa  the  Sasa  I The  Act,  primarily  aimed  at  J EHes  Santegeots,  a Dutch  | The  women  exhibit  a hard-  [ hours,  a customer  pays  the 

■ ■club,  Melodyisgyrat- 1 preventing  paedophiles  a bus- 1 social  worker  who  dealt  with  headed  pride  in  their  under-  girl  600  pesos.  I take  100  pesos, 
ronnrtc  frnm  f ho  - fag  to  the  sentimental  mg  children,  will  criminalise  similar  problems  fa  Aroster-  standing  of  the  business  fa  For  the  whole  niehL  it’s  1.000 


ONSTAGE  to  the  Sasa  The  Act,  primarily  aimed  at  EHes  Santegeots,  a Dutch 

club,  Melody  is  gyrat-  preventing  paedophiles  abus-  social  worker  who  dealt  with 
fag  to  the  sentimental  fag  children,  will  criminalise  similar  problems  fa  Amster- 
rhythm  of  Elvis  Presley's  Al-  a far  larger  number  of  vis 5-  dam’s  sex  industry,  imposes 
ways  On  My  Mind.  By  the  tors  who  exploit  young  girls  few  judgments  on  her  sur- 
blank  look  on  her  face,  as  she  in  the  developing  world.  roundings.  Female  pimps  put- 


EHes  Santegeots,  a Dutch  The  women  exhibit  a hard-  hours,  a customer  pays  the 
social  worker  who  dealt  with  headed  pride  in  their  under-  girl  600  pesos.  I take  100  pesos, 
similar  problems  fa  Amster-  standing  of  the  business  in  For  the  whole  night,  it's  1.000 
dam’s  sex  industry,  imposes  which  they  work,  “fa  first-  pesos  and  I receive  200." 
few  judgments  on  her  sur-  class  dubs,  they  are  aged  be-  It’s  a fair  exhange.  she  in- 


ways On  My  Mind.  By  the 
blank  look  on  her  face,  as  she 
runs  her  hands  up  and  down 
her  body  simulating  intimate 
caresses,  her  mind  is  light 
years  away. 

Backstage,  the  teenage  per- 


tors  who  exploit  young  girls  few  judgments  on  her  sur-  dass  dubs,  they  are  aged  be- 
in  the  developing  world.  roundings.  Female  pimps  put-  tween  16  and  25,  in  Second- 
Enforcing  the  new  regula-  ting  their  own  daughters  on  class  dubs  aged  over  17  and 
tions  may  be  a different  mat-  the  street  and  policemen  tak-  fa  third-class,  aged  25  to  40,” 
ter.  In  the  Philippines,  the  age  tag  backhanders  are  an  part  says  Michelle  Valera,  aged  36. 
of  consent  is  technically  18  of  the  facts  of  life.  (me  of  the  centre’s  workers, 

and  prostitution  is  formally  "There  are  foreigners  who  Money  is  almost  always  the 


(me  of  the  centre’s  workers. 
Money  is  almost  always  the 


formers  giggle  like  apprehen-  forbidden  — both  rules  which  come  here  for  two  weeks  to  motive  for  becoming  a hospi- 


sive  fifth-formers  as  they  pull  are  widely  flouted, 
on  costumes.  Black  lace  bras  With  a relatively  low  mci- 
are  coaxed  into  shape.  Blood-  dence  of  Aids,  the  sex  Indus- 


red  lipstick  is  daubed. 

This  is  the  style  of  live 
show  — where  dancers  may 


try  in  Davao  — the  main  city 
in  the  southern  island  cf  Min- 
danao — is  pulling  fa  punters 


have  sex  with  the  girls  and  tality  lady.  Many  are  single 
others  who  are  looking  for  a parents  with  children  to  sup- 
pretty  FIlipina  to  marry.”  she  port  They  may  try  other  Jobs. 


be  as  young  as  14  or  15  — for  from  around  the  world.  Sasa 
which  thousands  of  British,  and  the  rival  clubs  which 
European,  American  and  Jap-  form  the  heart  of  Davao’s 
anese  “sea t tourists”  flock  to  nightlife  are,  however,  also 


‘I  have  German,  Australian  and  English 

customers.  They  usually  want  young  girls’  ^IpS|iSs,0d^1“ced1,tSir“; 


pesos  and  I receive  200." 

It’s  a fair  exhange,  she  in- 
sists. "I  know  a lot  of  the  girls 
and  their  families.  "Nila,” 
they  tell  me.  “make  sure  my 
child  gets  a good  customer.” 
They  all  want  high-paying 
foreigners. 

“I  have  German,  Austra- 
lian. English  customers.  They 
ask  me  for  different  things, 
but  usualy  they  want  young 
girls,  aged  17.  Maybe  the 
women  are  27  or  so,  but  I tell 
the  clients  they  are  17  or  18.” 

The  VSO  project  is  aimed  at 


the  Philippines  every  year, 
knowing  they  can  take  the 
teenage  performers  back  to 
their  hotel  rooms. 

British  tourists  will  be  com- 
mitting an  offence  under 
United  Kingdom  law,  how- 
ever. when  the  new  Sex  Of- 
fenders Act  comes  into  force 
next  month.  Passed  in  the 
dying  days  of  the  last  govern- 
ment, the  new  regulations  fol- 


tbe  scene  of  a long-running  explains  at  Talikala,  the  only  but  without  professional 
Initiative  by  a British  charity  self-help  group  for  sex  work-  skills  they  rarely  earn  as 


Initiative  by  a British  charity  self-help  group  for  sex  work- 
to  mitigate  the  worst  condi-  ers  in  the  Philippines.  A cup- 


tlons  endured  by  “hospitality 
ladies". 

At  the  latest  estimate,  the 


board  upstairs  fa  its  hack- 
street  drop-ln  centre  is 


much. 

fa  Davao,  many  of  the 

pimps,  or  "commissioners” 


city  provides  employment  for  of  “Quality  Condoms” 


bulging  with  cardboard  boxes  as  they  prefer  to  be  called,  are 


women.  Nila  Mendoza,  who 


teem,  providing  them  with 
health  counselling  and  en- 
abling them  to  take  up  educa- 
tion leading  to  alternative 
employment. 

Back  in  the  Sasa.  the  girls 
in  the  changing  room  say 
they  would  go  to  a hotel  with 


to  join 


as  many  as  7,000  girls  and  "Prostitution  may  be  illegal  sports  a long  pony-tail,  en- 
women.  Recognising  that  the  but  local  authorities  sell  busi-  courages  her  “girls”  to  join 
w^nnmiftc  of  village  life  will  ness  licences  for  women  to  Talikala  so  they  can  learn 
continue  to  drive  lmpover-  work  fa  these  bars.  It's  150  pe-  about  safe  sex  and  their  legal 
ished  women  into  the  strip  sos  (£3.75)  for  every  three  rights. 


sports  a long  pony-tail,  en-  a man  "If  the  price  Is  right". 

fn  tnin  I A mmcilnn  afvMit  fhfiit-  oooc 


ment,  the  new  regulations  fol-  ished  women  into  the  strip  sos  (£3.75)  for  every  three 
low  other  European  countries  bars.  Voluntary  Services  months.  Once  registered,  they 
in  significantly  extending  Overseas  is  supporting  com-  must  have  a smear  check 


courages  her  “girls”  to  join  A question  about  their  ages 
ala  so  they  can  learn  elicits  replies  of:  "14".  “16”, 
: safe  sex  and  their  legal  “17"  and  “15".  The  girl  who 
l says  ”14"  suddenly  has  a 

put  my  girls  in  beer  change  of  heart  and  says  she 
s and  if  they  are  taken  is  joking.  But  she  has 


housgg  and  if  they  are  taken 


powers  of  extra-territorial  munity  groups  among  the  every  week  which  costs  10  out,  they  give  me  some  blushed,  too  young  to  dis- 

jurisdiction.  “prostituted”.  pesos.”  money.”  she  says.  For  three  semMe  with  conviction. 


“prostituted” 


Former  PM  lied  Weary  islanders  leave 
about  education  Montserrat  to  its  fate 


Arahad  Mahmud  In  Dhaka 

THE  former  Bangladeshi 
prime  minister,  Kha- 
leda 21a,  not  only  faked 

the  date  of  her  birth  but 
also  Med  about  her  college 
education,  official  docu- 
ments have  confirmed. 

Yesterday’s  instalment  fa 
a long-running  controversy 
about  her  qualifications  set 
off  a political  crisis  in  the 
opposition  Bangladesh  Na- 
tionalist Party  (BNP). 

Papers  released  by  Dhaka 
education  board  showed 
that  Bejp™  Zia  was  bom 
on  September  $ 1846,  not 
August  15,  as  she  bad  previ- 
ously claimed.  The  date  of 
birth  3s  often  not  recorded 
in  Bangladesh  and  a school 
matriculation  certificate  is 
normally  considered  the 
bestprooL 

Bnt  far  worse  was  the 
lack  of  any  record  of  her 
having  attended  a tertiary 
college.  Begum  Zia,  it  ap- 
peals, failed  her  school  fin- 
als <*ww  in  1961. 


Faced  with  such  embar- 
rassing news  on  the  front 
page  of  most  national  dai- 
lies, the  BNP  called  an 
emergency  meeting  to  limit 
the  political  damage. 

“We’re  still:  discussing 
the  matter  and  will  decide 
the  next  course  of  action,” 
said  its  secretary-general, 
Abdul  Maanan  Bhnyian. 
“This  Is  dearly  designed  to 
tarnish  the  image  of  our 

leader." 

Donbts  about  Begum 
Zia’s  age  and  education 
began  when  she  was  sworn  j 
in  as  the  first  woman  prime 
minister  of  the  predomi- 1 
nantly  Muslim  country  on 
March  19 1991. 

An  official  statement 
issued  that  day  said  she 
was  bom  on  August  19 1946 
| and  went  to  college,  but  cut 
short  her  studies  on  mar- 
! riage  to  General  Ziaur  Rah- 
man, the  former  military 
dictator  who  later  became 
president. 

A few  days  later  a further 
statement  changed  her 
birth  date  to  August  16. 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 
and  Jeremy  Lonnard 
fnMontaavrat 

EVACUATION  of  Mont- 
serrat the  Caribbean 
island  increasingly 
threatened  by  volcanic  activ- 
ity, is  due  to  begin  today, 
under  a package  of  measures 
agreed  by  fixe  Government. 

Islanders  will  be  trans- 
ported to  neighbouring  Anti- 
gua. where  they  will  be 
“looked  after,  fed  and  housed 
and  then  given  choices  about 
their  longer  term  decisions”, 
Clare  Short.  International  De- 
velopment Minister,  said. 
“We  believe  each  family  must 
be  able  to  choose  what  future 
suits  them  best." 

Ms  Short  met  ministers 
from  file  Foreign  Office,  the 
Treasury,  the  Home  Office, 
and  the  Department  of  Social 
Security  for  all-day  crisis 
talks.  They  agreed  to  help 
with  islanders’  transport 
costs.  But  it  remains  unclear 
how  much  money  the  Trea- 
sury will  provide  for  the 


promised  resettlement 
programme. 

Although  Ms  Short  praised 
the  Islanders  for  being  “stoi- 
cal and  calm”,  the  move  fol- 
lows angry  scenes  on  Monday 
night  when,  for  the  first  time 
fa  living  memory,  police  is 
riot  gear  were  out  on  the 
streets.  About  30  policemen 
carrying  batons  anfl  tear  gas 
grenades  were  called  in  to 
break  up  a demonstration  of  i 
up  to  800  people.  1 

The  crowd  had  gathered 
three  hours  earlier  and  barri- 
caded the  main  road  through 
the  northern  town  of  Salem 
with  oil  drums,  pTanVg  qp.J 
rocks.  No  one  was  hurt  and 
there  were  no  arrests. 

Tension  among  residents 
has  been  rising  as  fixe  volca- 
nic crisis  deepens.  People  fed 
neglected  mid  in-informed  by 
the  government.  Anna 
Payne,  of  Montserrat  Red 
Cross,  said:  “A  lot  of  people 
are  angry  about  the  uncer- 
tainty ...  they  are  being 
packed  farther  and  further 
north  and  crowded  into  a 
comer.” 


Since  the  volcano  became 
active  two  years  ago  in  the 
Soufriere  Hills,  almost  6,000 
of  the  island's  11,000  residents 
have  left  About  1,400  have 
come  to  Britain  as  part  of  a 
voluntary  evacuation  scheme 
set  up  fa  April,  but  most  have 
settled  fa  fixe  Caribbean,  par- 
ticularly Antigua. 

A series  of  eruptions  has 
left  the  south  of  the  island,  in- 
cluding the  former  capital 
Plymouth,  uninhabitable. 

Salem,  home  to  nearly  2,000 
people  and  most  of  the  is- 
land's small  businesses,  was 
evacuated  on  Saturday  after 
volcanologists  warned  of  a 
heightened  risk  of  more  ex- 
plosive eruptions. 

David  Fair  hall  adds;  The 
captain  of  the  Royal  Navy  de- 
stroyer HMS  Liverpool, 
which  will  co-ordinate  the 
evacuation,  is  expecting  be- 
tween 1,600  and  4.000  people 
to  accept  voluntary  expatria- 
tion. in  a telephone  call  to  the 
Guardian,  David  Snelson, 
said  plans  for  the  evacuation 
were  now  in  place,  using  local 
ferries. 
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Target  poor  pensioners 

Concentrate  the  review  on  those  most  in  need 
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THE  LABOUR  Party  conference  creeps 
nearer.  Delegates  will  be  delighted  with 
the  leak  we  publish  today  from  Harriet 
Harman’s  wide-ranging  review  of  pen- 
sions. Remember  this  was  the  one  issue 
which  destabilised  last  year's  confer- 
ence: a welfare  war  waged  between 
Harriet  Harman  and  the  social  security 
heroine  of  an  earlier  era,  Barbara  Cas- 
tle, who  claimed  there  was  little  differ- 
ence between  Labour  and  Tories  on 
pension  policy.  Neither  party  was  ready 
to  change  the  index  from  prices  to 
earnings.  Neither  was  ready  to  compen- 
sate pensioners  for  the  large  sums  lost 
— £20  a week  by  single  pensioners  and 
£30  a week  by  retired  couples  — by  the 
Conservative  decision  in  1980  to  break 
the  link  with  earnings. 

Barbara  Castle's  analysis  was  spot 
on.  The  Conservative  index  was  penal- 
ising pensioners  collectively  by  £9 
billion  a year.  Where  once  the  basic 
pension  was  worth  21  per  cent  of  aver- 
age male  earnings  in  1979,  it  has  now 
shrunk  to  14  per  cent  and  on  current 
trends  will  shrink  to  nine  per  cent  by 
2020.  Like  other  generations,  the  retired 
have  seen  an  already  large  gap  between 
the  better-off  and  the  poor  widen  to 
unacceptable  levels.  There  is  now  a 
fivefold  difference  between  the  top  and 
bottom  10  per  cent  Almost  four  million 
at  the  bottom  only  survive  through 
means-tested  benefits.  Worse  still, 
600,000  who  should  be  claiming,  either 
through  pride  or  ignorance,  are  not 
They  survive  on  an  unbelievably 
meagre  £62.45  a week.  Think  of  it  just 
£8.90  a day  to  cover  food,  heat,  housing, 
clothes,  footwear,  holidays  and  repairs. 
Lady  Castle’s  solution  included  a resto- 
ration of  an  eamings-related  index  for 
pensions  — plus  a once-and-for-all  com- 
pensation of  £5  for  single  pensioners 
and  £8  for  couples.  Today’s  leak  sug- 
gests the  new  review  is  looking  at  ways 
in  which  the  eamings-index  could  be 
restored.  Who  could  object?  We  for  one. 


What  was  wrong  with  the  Castle  plan 
was  the  indiscriminate  way  it  provided 
relief  to  all  pensioners,  rather  than 
concentrate  on  those  most  in  need. 
What  was  ignored  was  the  degree  to 
which  occupational  pensions  have 
given  the  better-off  a lifestyle  which 
previous  generations  would  not  have 
believed  possible.  Two-thirds  of  people 
over  65  now  have  occupational  pen- 
sions. Even  four  years  ago,  the  top  20 
per  cent  of  pensioners  were  receiving 
over  £20,000  a year.  The  richest  1.5  per 
cent  were  paying  top  rate  tax.  Yet  those 
at  the  bottom  were  suffering  even  more 
poverty  than  a decade  earlier.  In  an  era 
in  which  both  major  parties  are  op- 
posed to  raising  progressive  taxes,  pen- 
sions are  one  way  of  achieving  a fairer 
and  more  redistributive  system.  Labour 
should  restore  the  idea  of  its  National 
Commission  on  Social  Justice  which 
proposed  a minimum  pension  guaran- 
tee. Poor  people  would  not  have  to 
claim  income  support  to  supplement 
their  pensions:  payment  would  be  guar- 
anteed. This  should  be  indexed  at  one 
per  cent  above  namings  to  slowly  close 
the  unacceptable  gap.  A really  radical 
government  would  go  one  step  further 
and  adopt  the  Australian  principle 
under  which  means-tests  are  applied  to 
the  better-off  rather  than  poor:  the  bet- 
ter your  occupational  pension,  the  less 
you  get  in  basic  pension.  Far  better  that 
those  on  £30,000  plus  occupational  pen- 
sions see  their  £3,000  basic  pension 
withdrawn  to  help  the  poor. 

There  is  one  further  issue  which 
Labour  should  examine.  Last  week 
Peter  Mandelson  spoke  of  the  multiple 
number  of  agencies  working  in  poor 
areas  without  any  co-ordination.  Yet 
Labour  has  so  many  reviews  of  policy, 
it  is  time  these  were  better  co-ordinat- 
ed. There  are  four  in  the  welfare  world: 
welfere,  pensions,  tax  and  benefits  plus 
longterm  nursing  care.  Tune  for  a more 
coherent  and  co-ordinated  message. 


Picking  Russia’s  private  plums 

The  bandit  capitalists  are  searching  for  fresh  fields  to  exploit 


ONE  OF  President  Yeltsin’s  bright 
young  men  had  some  good  news  for 
Russia  yesterday.  The  age  of  "semi- 
bandit capitalism,"  said  first  deputy 
prime  minister  Boris  Nemtsov,  was 
almost  over.  Privatisation  was  begin- 
ning to  operate  under  proper  rules 
devised  by  his  colleague  Anatoly  Chu- 
bais and  set  by  the  government.  Mr 
Nemtsov’s  statement  came  unfortu- 
nately close  to  a particularly  unpleas- 
ant assassination  in  St  Petersburg  just 
the  day  before.  The  deputy  governor 
Mikhail  Manevich,  the  man  actually  in 
charge  of  the  city's  privatisation,  was 
gunned  down  by  a rooftop  sniper  oper- 
ating with  professional  accuracy.  Mr 
Manevich  is  believed  to  have  made 
enemies  because  he  sought  to  make 
privatisation  work,  refusing  to  sell  off 
property  below  its  real  value  or  to 
reserve  the  plums  for  those  euphemisti- 
cally known  as  "local  business  figures.” 
His  successor  may  be  more  obliging. 

The  tale  illustrates  how  bidding  up 
Russia’s  prospects  — a tactic  much 
favoured  by  those  who  have  energeti- 
cally advised  wholesale  privatisation  — 
can  prove  double-edged.  Mr  Nemtsov  is 
playing  the  game  for  higher  stakes.  He 
is  locked  in  conflict  with  some  of  Rus- 
sia’s most  powerful  industrialists  who 
supported  Mr  Yeltsin  in  the  election 
last  year  and  expect  to  be  rewarded  for 
it  And  he  may  also  have  an  additional 
motive:  though  the  next  presidential  I 
election  is  three  years  off  there  is ! 
already  persistent  speculation  that  he  i 
may  become  the  heir-apparent 


Mr  NemtsoVs  honeymoon  as  the  boy 
reforming  wonder  ended  last  month  in 
a row  over  the  partial  sell-off  of  Svya- 
zin vest,  the  state-owned  telecommunca- 
tions  company.  Though  the  deal  was 
devised  by  Mr  Chubais  as  finance  min- 
ister, Mr  Nemtsov  gave  it  his  appro vaL 
The  consortium  which  came  out  on  top 
is  headed  by  Uneximhank,  owned  by  a 
former  first  deputy  prime  minister  Vla- 
dimir Potanin  (and  backed  by  foreign 
interests  including  George  Soros.)  The 
losers  include  Boris  Berezovsky,  a lead- 
ing member  of  Mr  Yeltsin's  national 
security  council  and  one  of  Russia’s 
wealthiest  businessmen.  The  outcome 
was  attacked  by  sections  of  the  press 
and  television  which  are  connected,  not 
surprisingly,  with  some  of  the  unsuc- 
cessful banking  interests. 

These  goings  on  put  into  a more 
realistic  context  the  current  anti-cor- 
ruption campaign  under  way  — the 
fifth  to  be  launched  by  Mr  Yeltsin.  One 
weekly  newspaper  suggests  that  it  may 
even  succeed  because  ‘‘everything 
worth  stealing  has  already  been 
stolen.”  This  is  not  mere  cynicism.  Mr 
Nemtsov  may  be  more  or  less  right  the 
frenetic  age  of  fast-buck  grabbing  could 
be  drawing  to  a close  because  there  is 
not  much  left  to  grab.  Public  protest  has 
had  some  effect  too  though  the  Russian 
public  usually  appears  more  bemused 
than  enraged.  The  next  phase  mil  be 
one  of  discreet  consolidation.  No  one 
believes  that  the  bandit  capitalists  have 
really  been  tamed:  they  are  simply 
looking  for  new  pastures  to  exploit 


The  pity  and  perks  of  an  ex-PM 

At  least  John  Major  has  not  been  savaged  by  his  successor 


TO  BE  A former  Prime  Minister  is  a 
curious  fate.  There  aren’t  many  of  you. 
You  get  to  keep  your  official  car,  are 
applauded  on  conference  platforms,  are 
invited  by  famous  people  to  famous 
places,  and  are  quite  often  asked  for 
your  views.  That  doesn’t  disguise  the 
fact  that  in  political  terms  you're  a bit 
of  an  A N Other,  Of  course  there  is 
plenty  of  glorious  leisure  now,  to  potter 
round  secondhand  bookshops  or  sit  in 
the  sun  at  the  Oval,  but  that  cannot 
cushion  the  feeling  of  a hole  at  the  coze 
of  your  life.  Its  all  woundingly  imlike 
the  fate  of  political  heads  in  the  United 
States  who  continue  to  be  called  Mr 
President  and,  whatever  their  records, 
to  be  honoured  as  if  they  had  done  the 
state  some  service. 

There  is  nothing  more  likely  to  stoke 
this  sense  of  impotence  than  the  eager- 
ness of  your  successors  to  start  undoing 
your  work.  That  no  doubt  explains  the 
vehemence  with  which  John  Major,  a 


prime  minister  who  had  seemed  to  quit 
the  job  with  less  reluctance  than  some, 
has  attacked  the  Government’s  decision 
to  scrap  his  plans  for  a Sports  academy, 
excluding  soccer,  rugby  and  cricket.  He 
clearly  takes  it  personally:  “political 
spite”,  he  called  it.  This  was  one  of  his 
personal  visions:  and  like  other  per- 
sonal visions  — remember  the  Citizen's 
Charter  and  Back  to  Basics?  — it  won’t 
go  down  in  history  as  he  intended.  And 
yet  it  could  have  been  worse.  At  least 
Mr  Major  has  been  spared  the  pain  of 
seeing  his  work  torn  down  not  by 
opponents  but  by  political  friends.  That 
was  the  fate  of  Edward  Heath  at  the 
hands  of  Margaret  Thatcher;  and  also 
— a lesser  degree,  though  she  some- 
times seemed  not  to  think  so  — of 
Margaret  Thatcher  at  the  hands  of  John 
Major.  To  see  Mr  Blair  wrecking  his 
blueprint  must  be  hard  enough  for  John 
Major.  Had  it  been  young  Mr  Hague  it 
might  have  been  insupportable. 


The  Rolling  Stones 
V I Keep  going  i^ounJ  the 
World  . Wfuj  cant  we  j* 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


We’re  getting  nowhere 


YOUR  leader  (Britain 
gasps'  for  fresh  air. 
August  18)  rightly  calls 
for  government  action  on 
transport  policy.  But  I would 
advise  you  not  to  bold  your 
breath.  The  Budget  was  a big 
disappointment:  nothing  on 
company-car  taxation  and  a 
mere  lp  a litre  on  petrol  above 
what  the  Tories  had  promised 
anyway.  Then  the  mini  roads 
review  gave  the  go-ahead  for 
the  Birmingham  Northern 
Relief  Road,  a highly  destruc- 
tive srhgfflg  that  will  encour- 
age traffic  growth.  There  has 
hppn  no  commitment  to  fund 
the  £1  billion  needed  for  the 
London  Underground.  And 
they  refuse  to  bring  the  rail- 
ways bade  Into  public  control 
so  that  they  can  be  run  for  the 
benefit  ctf  passengers  rather 
than  for  the  benefit  of 
shareholders. 

Alan  Francis. 

I Transport  speaker, 
i Green  Party, 
la  Wateriow  Road, 

London  N195NJ. 

THE  most  effective  thing 
the  Government  can  do  is 
tackle  the  root  of  the  problem: 
too  much  traffic.  One  way  it 
can  do  this  is  by  supporting  a 
Private  Member’s  BiH,  the 
Road  Traffic  Reduction  (UK 
Targets)  Bill,  which  has  been 
introduced  to  Parliament  by 
Cynog  Dafis  MP  and  sets 
national  targets  for  reducing 
traffic  by  5 per  cent  by  2005 
and  10  per  cent  by  2010. 

Roger  Higman- 

Senlor  transport  campaigner. 

Friends  of  the  Earth. 

25-28  Underwood  Street 
London  N17JQ. 


Land  and  peace 

EDWARD  Said's  article 
(One  land  but  two  peoples, 
August  16)  is  flawed.  He  said 
that  there  was  always  an 
Arab  presence  in  every  Jew- 
ish settlement,  kibbutz,  city 
and  town.  Can  he  honestly 
say  this  is  true  of  Tel  Aviv, 
Mishmar  Hay  Yarden  in  the 
Galilee  and  the  settlement  of 
Yot  Vata  greening  the  Negev 
desert? 

Ceding  land  is  no  answer. 
Yitzhak  Rabin  ceded  land, 
which  did  not  stop  the  suicide 
bombings  and  iciii'ng  of  inno- 
cent Jews.  There  has  always 
been  hatred  of  the  Jew  by 
Arabs.  They  have  never  ac- 
cepted Israel  and  still  call  for 
its  destruction,  according  to 
the  Arab  covenant,  which  has 
not  been  rescinded.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  Israel  puts  all  is 
feith  in  security? 

Stanley  Medicks. 

Broa  cflands  Close. 

London  N6. 

ARAB  refusal  in  Palestine 
/land  elsewhere  to  accept 
any  form  of  two-state  solution 
for  40  years  made  Edward 
Said’s  polished  pity  sound 
like  irony  to  the  point  of  self- 
satire.  Are  not  bus  bombs 
“sadistic  collective  punish- 
ment?” Complaining  about 
rioters  being  refused  damages 
against  toe  riot  squad  invites 
ridicule.  If  you  cannot  take 
bruises,  stay  out  of  the  ring. 

When  win  someone  admit 
that  if  King  Hussein  had  been 
allowed  to  accept  the  Allan 
Plan  (which,  in  1970,  sug- 
gested treating  the  Jordan 
Valley  as  the  security  perime- 
ter of  Israel),  the  occupation 
would  never  have  lasted  six 
years  let  alone  28.  Similarly, 
if  Arafat  had  accepted  the 
Camp  David  offer  instead  of 
wasting  12  years,  he  would 
have  got  more  than  Oslo. 

FD  Adam. 

Hartley  Avenue, 

Prestwich  M25. 


Wa  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mall  address  is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
! postal  address.  We  may  edit 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear.  We  regret  W« 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not 
used 


IS  NT  it  about  time  you  put 
your  own  house  in  order?  In 
the  same  day’s  paper  as  your 
call  for  a radical  change  in 
Britain’s  transport  policy,  we 
have  the  faintly  ridiculous 
and  old-fashioned  Wheels  — a 
double-page  celebration  of 
motoring  — giving  us  an  in- 
sight into  why  Jimmy  Tar- 
buck  drives  a large  Jaguar, 
and  yet  another  review  of 
how  awful  meals  are  at  mo- 
torway service  stations. 

Are  yon  sure  your  readers 
want  to  know  the  detailed  mo- 
toring habits  of  minor  celebri- 
ties such  as  the  uncritical 
statement  that  “Comedian 
Vic  Reeves  has  taken  to  the 
wheel  of  a P-registration 
Chevrolet  off-roader  to  help 
him  master  the  country  roads 
surrounding  his  Kent 
mansion”? 

When  did  your  transport 
correspondent  last  write 
about  the  developing  National 
Cycle  Network?  Or  indeed, 
anything  about  cycling? 
Martin  Whitfield. 

3 ZigZag, 

GLevedon,  Bristol  BSZl  7EJ. 

THE  experience  of  other 
European  countries  Is 
that  higher  levels  of  invest- 
ment in  all  forms  of  transport 
is  required.  Cities  that  have 
successfully  introduced  wide- 
spread pedestrianisation, 
cycle  routes  and  trains  have 
also  provided  high  quality  or- 
bital and  radial  roads. 

Britain  has  the  most  con- 
gested roads  in  the  European 
Union;  it  has  the  highest  rates 
of  fbel  duty  and  it  has  system- 
atically underfended  trans- 
port infrastructure  and  ser- 


vices for  decades.  Getting  the 
policies  and  fending  right  is 
more  important  than  satisfy- 
ing the  egos  of  any  pressure 


Drugs:  our  readers  disagree 
on  the  prescription 

MICHAL  O’Byrne  (Cold  | walk  in  front  of  a trail 
turkey  time,  August  19)  was  greatly  weakened 


Deputy  Director, 

British  Road  Federation. 

Pillar  House, 

194-202  Old  Kent  Road, 

London  SE1STG. 

IN  THE  early  1990s.  I lived 
in  Groningen  in  toe  Nether- 
lands where  50  per  cent  of 
journeys  within  the  city  are 
made  by  bicycle.  The  city 
council  introduced  a radical 
transport  plan  which  split  the 
city  centre  into  four  quad- 
rants. Cars,  but  not  public 
transport,  were  forbidden 
from  moving  directly  from 
one  quadrant  to  another. 

The  central  market  place  is 
now  ringed  by  terrace  cates. 
Reduced  inner-city  traffic  has 
made  Groningen  an  even 
more  pleasant  place  to  live 
and  visit 

(Dr)  David  Cromwell- 
32  Avenue  Road. 

Southampton  S014  6TT. 

THE  quick  and  obvious 
way  to  boost  the  use  of 
public  transport  in  Britain  is  , 
to  allow  everyone  who  pur- 
chases an  annual  or  monthly, 
travel-card  or  season  ticket  to 
claim  this  as  a pre-tax  ex- 1 
pense.  This  simple  system 1 
would  offer  a subsidy  to  the 
user  not  the  operator  and 
would  also  encourage  more  j 
long-term  use  of  public  | 
transport 
Bruce  Watson. 

87  Queen  Victoria  Street  , 
London  EC4V  4AB. 


THis  orJE  Could  be 
DIFFICULT- Soc\o- 
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Going  Greek 

ROS  Coward  is  right  to  de- 
tect class  taboos  in 
people's  choices  of  holiday 
destinations  (Why  did  you  do 
what  you  did  on  your  hols?, 
August  18),  although  she  per- 
haps overlooks  a more  subtle 
dynamic  at  work. 

I spent  much  of  the  last  two 
years  researching  a Rough 
Guide  to  Greece’s  Ionian  Is- 
lands, and  observed  toe  Brit- 
ish class  system  at  its  most 
ruthless  work  throughout  the 


archipelago.  Far  every  work- 
ing-class lager  loot  and  his 
boombox,  there  is  a typically 
timid  working-class  traveller 
keen  to  show  his  respect  for 
his  host  culture  and  language. 

Similarly,  for  every  middle- 
and  upper-class  philheTlene 
with  their  Greek  grammar 
sorted,  there  is  an  army  of  ob- 
noxious and  stubbornly  An- 
glophone Brits  who  treat  toe 
Greeks  — and  everyone  else 
—as  peasants. 

John  Gffl. 

38  Shell  Road, 

London  SE13  7TW. 


IVIturkey  time,  August  19) 
seems  to  grasp  the  reality  that 
New  Labour  and  its  predeces- 
sors foiled  to  identify.  Soft- 
drug  use  among  under-21s  In 
many  inner  cities  is  no  longer 
“deviant”;  statistically,  it  is 
now  normative  behaviour. 

What  people  really  need  to 
be  told  is  that  different  ind- 
ividuals take  different  sub- 
stances for  a widely  varying 
number  of  reasons/compul- 
sions. There  is  no  .sound 
reason  why  anybody  should 
be  in  prison  in  Britain  in  1997 
for  possessing  cannabis,  nor 
for  possessing  even  the  harder 
"drugs  of  addiction". 

The  degree  of  help  offered 
by  the  state  only  contributes 
to  the  mess.  The  enlightened 
GP  who  intervenes  will  more 
likely  than  not  find  them- 
selves persecuted  by  the  Home 
Office,  which  has  little  pa- 
tience with  dissident  prescrib- 
es, as  if  orthodox  prescribes 
had  a record  to  boast  about 
Gary*  Sutton. 

(Patient  liaison  worker. 
Layboume  Clinic). 

19  Hume  Court. 

London  Nl  2EQ. 

Michael  o’Byme  is  right 
to  argue  that  all  attempts 
to  control  the  market  for  drugs 
by  reducing  the  supply  are 
doomed  to  failure.  Why  not 
then  try  to  subvert  toe  market 
by  increasing  the  supply? 

In  toe  case  of  ecstasy,  this 
could  be  done  by  letting  a 
pharmaceutical  company  pro- 
duce large  numbers  of  tablets, 
similar  in  appearance  to  those 
currently  in  circulation,  hut 
with  the  difference  that  only  a 
small  percentage  would  con- 
tain the  drug;  toe  rest  would 
be  harmless  compounds. 
Releasing  an  these  on  to  the 
streets  would  drive  toe  price 
down  to  toe  point  where  deal- 
ing would  became  pointless. 

With  customers  no  longer 
having  any  confidence  in 
what  they  were  buying,  de- 
mand would  eventually  foil  — 
although  dedicated  consumers 
could  be  kept  happy  with  toe 
placebo.  There  need  be  noth- 
ing secret  about  the  project;  in 
fact,  toe  mare  people  knew 
about  it  the  better. 

Michael  Hutton. 

6 Mcmdar  Koad, 

London  SE58AX. 

(GET  mad  at  the  glib  refer- 
ences to  “harmless”  drugs 
such  as  those  of  your  corre- 
spondents Peta  Ward  and 
Chris  Power  (Letters,  August 
16).  Our  family  is  suffering 
from  toe  effects  of  our  22-year- 
old  daughter’s  panic  attacks, 
the  results  ctf  experimentation 
in  -various  filial  pJiwniwii 
props.  Our  ability  to  influence 

mir  «tfm  ngnhvtt  Mu  tecislOQtO 


walk  in  front  of  a train  at  20 
was  greatly  weakened  by  the 
paranoic  effects  of  cannabis, 
which  accentuated  his  depres- 
sion. There  are  some  people 
for  whom  it  is  too  dangerous 
to  risk. 

Morry  Smith. 

TCockley  Hill  lane, 
Kirkheaton  HD5  0HH. 

SO  Home  Office  Minister 
George  Howarth  wishes  to 
focus  on  the  "strong  message 
that  drugs  destroy  lives” 
(Report,  August  18). 

Why  does  be  think  all  these 
people,  myself  included,  take 
drugs?  It’s  because  we  1 flee 
them.  Some  of  us  have  been 
taking  them  for  decades,  and 
they  haven’t  ruined  our  lives. 
They  even  enhance  some  as- 
pects, just  like  booze.  Nothing 
Mr  Howarth  says  can  alter 
this:  be  is  just  making  him- 
self. and  the  law,  look  ridic- 
ulous in  toe  eyes  of  those  he 
seeks  to  reach. 

Almost  everything  referred 
to  by  his  ilk  as  a “drugs  prob- 
lem" is,  in  fact,  a.  “drugs  law 
problem”.  The  problems  we 
have  are  exactly  those  encoun- 
tered during  the  American  ex- 
periment with  alcohol  prohi- 
bition. This  stupid,  cruel  and 
destructive  experiment  with 
narcotic  prohibition  can  only 
be  cured  the  same  way. 

Peter  Risdon. 

146  High  Street. 

Cottenham,  Cantos  CB4  JRX. 

"THE  only  people  who  would 
I benefit  from  enforcing  the 
law  on  possession  are  the  con- 
tractors who  buSd  prisons, 
lawyers  and  international 
criminals,  who  rub  their 
hands  together  every  time 
they  see  the  “war  on  some 
drugs”  promulgated  with  in- 
creasing vigour. 

Danny  Kush  lick. 

Campaign  to Transform  Drug 
Polity  and  Legislation, 

Box  59, 82  Colston  Street, 
Bristol  BS15BB. 

M ARISE  Lavln  (Letters, 
August  19)  is  simply 
wrung  to  state  that  It  is  crude 
fear  of  toe  legal  consequences 
that  has  led  to  a decline  in 
drinking  and  driving.  Lack  of 
respectability  for  the  offence 
is  the  force  reducing  It 
Tom  Seldom 
12  Montgomery  Way, 
Liverpool  L6  5JT. 

I SHOULD  like  to  lend  my 
support  to  the  recent  calls 
for  controls  on  toe  sale  of  vita- 
min BS.  Someone  could  be 
hurt  by  this  stuff,  The  Govern- 
ment, bless  it,  couldn't  allow 
such  dangerous  substances  to 
he  sold  freely,  could  it? 

Robert  BrynJao. 

Director,  NHA  Research.  \- 
PO  Boot  093.  Hove  BN3  SJY. 


Thalidomide  and  animal  testing  A Country  Diary 


PAUL  Layman’s  letter 
(August  18}  on  re-licensing 
Thalidomide  denies  the  need 
for  animal  research  to  inves- 
tigate potential  new  med- 
icines. This  view  conflicts 
With  those  Of  toe  malnctrpam 
medical  and  scientific 
community. 

Every  erne  hopes  that  one : 
day  animals  will  no  longer  be 
needed  for  research  and  huge 
progress  has  already  been 
made,  using  computer  model- 
ling techniques,  robots,  and  i 
cell  culture  methods  that 
would  not  have  been  thought 
possible  in  the  1950s. 

- All  new  medicines  are  j 
studied  at  length  in  human 1 
, trials  before  beaming  gener- 
ally available.  But  to  go 
straight  from  computers  and 
test  tubes  to  human  testing, 
without  preliminary  research 
in  animals,  would  Involve  ex- 
posing patients  to  an  unac- 
ceptable level  of  risk. 

Marjorie  Johnson. 
Coordinator, 

Animate  i-n  Medicines 

Research  Information  Centre. 
12  Whitehall. 

London  SW1A2DY. 


DR  LAYMAN  is  quite 
wrong  to  attribute  the 
Thalidomide  tragedy  to  reli- 
ance on  safety  testing  of  po- 
tential medicines  on  labora- 
tory animals. 

Thalidomide  was  not  tested 
on  pregnant  animals  before 
its  use  in  humans.  After  it 
was  suspected  of  causing  foe- 
tal abnormalities  in  humans. 
Thalidomide  was  shown  to 
have  such  an  effect  in  rabbits, 
mice,  rats,  hamsters  and 
three  species  of  monkey. 

The  reaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  Thalidomide 
tragedy  was  to  pass  the  Medi- 
cines Act  which  required  po- 
tential medicines  to  be  sub- 
ject to  more  extensive 
toxicity  tests  on  laboratory 
animate,  hardly  a sensible  i 
response  if  animal  expert- 1 
meats  were  indeed  respon- 
sible for  this  disaster. 

The  more  intensive  toxic- 
ity studies  now  in  force  mean 
that  if  Thalidomide  were  pro- 
duced as  a -novel  medicine 
today  it  would  not  be  allowed 
to  be  marketed. 

(Dr)  J H Sotting. 

London  SW1B. 


TAMAR  VALLEY:  200  salted 
salmon  were  ordered  to  Bor- 
deaux in  1356  by  the  Black 
Prince,  provisions  for  toe  Poi- 
tiers campaign  from  his  man- 
or of  Calstock.  Salmon  fishing 
with  seine  nets  In  the  tidal 
reaches  has  gone  on  for  centu- 
ries, surviving  poisonous 
water  pumped  from  copper 
mines  in  the  I9to  century  and 
with  fish  plentiful  until  the 
1950s  and  1960s.  Then  there 
were  some  12  boats  at  Cote- 
hale  quay,  four  men  needed  to 
handle  each  heavy  net. 
Salmon  up  to  20  or  2slhs  were 
packed  amongst  ferns  and 
sent  to  Billingsgate  market  by 
train.  Grilse,  young  salmon 
returning  upstream  for  their 
first  spawning,  were  also  net- 
ted, and  locals  enjoyed  the 
flavour  and  paler  pink  flesh  of 
small  harvest  peel  or  sea- 
trout.  Since  the  late  1970s, 
catches  have  been  mainly  of 
grilse.  Netsmen  no  longer  ob- 
serve kelts,  emaciated 
spawned  salmon,  returning 
downriver  In  March:  fish 
seem  to  die  after  spawning, 
enable  to  make  toe  journey 
back  to  sea.  Salmon  are  ex- 


tremely scarce  this  year.  Th* 
15  Tamar  net  licensees  were 

paid  by  the  Environment 
Agency  not  to  fish  until  Juris, 
and  netsmen  on  toe  adjoining 
Lynher  and  Tavy  agreed  to 
stop  fishing  during  August 
Fewer  fish  may  result  partly 

from  recent  dry  summers,  but 

fishermen  consider  that  the 
problem  is  also  in  the  Atlan- 
tic, where  salmon  range 
towards  distant  feeding 
grounds  and  are  prey  to  mas- 
sive' trawlers  before  migrat- 
ing hack  to  native  rivers. 
Ever  optimistic,  a few  con- 
tinue to  fish  while  they  cab. 
In  mid-August,  on  toe  after- 
noon’s moderately  Wgh 
one  boat  is  rowed  from  be- 
neath dark  green  oaks  m 
sleep  Braunder  wood,  an  arc 
of  net  played  out  opposite  [Hir- 
ple  flowering  reeds  fringing 
Boetherfc  marsh.  Upstrenm 
two  men  pull  their  net  onto 
shaded,  muddy  Underdin. 
hauling  it  Id  from  toe  chopp> 
sparkling  water  of  mid-riven 
where  swallows  skim  and 
swoop.  Empty.  Another  un- 
successful shoot  „„fCDo 
VIRGINIA  SPIERS 
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McKinstry,  former 
Labour  activist  turned 
n^twln^  pundit,  write® 
passionately  about  the  In- 
dustrlousness  of  the  British 
worker  who  slogs  through 
August.  ‘'We  might  return 
sweatingfrom  the  traluor 
the  traffic  jam.”  he  writes, 
“but  we  are  soon 
refreshed  by  the  shower 
and  the  glass  of wine  con- 
sumed In  the  garden.”  In- 
deed ^ we  are.  in  contrast  to 
our  European  counterparts 
Who  Sfanply  take  the  month 
off.  Not  everyone  qualifies 
for  praise,  however.  MPs 
“take  a grotesquely  long 
holiday  at  this  time  of  year 

As  someone  who  worked  In 
Westminster  for  six  years,  1 
can  tell  you  that  the  excuses 

about  Working  In  the  con- 
stituency' ring  pretty  hol- 
low.” As  it  happens.  Leo 
worked  for  Harriet  Harman 
for  three  of  those  years,  and 

Harriet  Is  currently  enjoy- 
ing a five-week  holiday.  “I 
didn’t  mean  her,”  he  as- 
sures us.  “She  was  actually 
very  good  about  holidays. 
Maybe  her  children  have 
grown  up  now,  but  when  1 
knew  her,  they  were  young 
and  you  can’t  really  go  on 
long  holidays  with  small 
children.  I'm  glad  to  be  out 
of  it,  but  X do  feel  some  loy- 
alty to  Harriet.” 


NO  ONE  can  deny  that 
today’s  Commons  Is 
very  different  from 
the  way  it  was  before  May  l. 
So  for  the  Inaugural  Item  In 
the  “where  are  they  now?” 
slot  we  telephone  Dame  Jill 
Knight.  Tory  MP  for  Edg- 
baston  for  31  years.  “I’ve 
been  giving  lectures  on  the 
QE2,”  she  reveals  proudly, 
“talking  about  my  book. 
About  The  House”  (note  the 
rapidity  of  that  plug).  “I 
hope  to  be  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Lords,”  she  con- 
tinues. “I've  heard  that  end 
of  the  corridor  is  better  be- 
haved.” If  anyone  has  news 
of  ex-MPs  who  have  trav- 
elled further  afield,  do  let 
us know. 


STILL  no  news  of  the 
elusive  Ed,  offended 
by  Oofy  Wegg-Prosser 
(we  ask  ourselves  whether 
Oofy’s  boss  Mandy  will 
receive  so  contrite  an  apol- 
ogy from  John  Prescott-— 
indeed,  will  the  crab?).  We 
have,  however,  received  In- 
formation about  Ed’s  skiing 
namesake.  According  to  the 
Cumberland  and  West- 
moreland Herald,  on 
August  8 Eddie  “the  Eagle” 
Edwards  “leapt  into  Kes- 
wick” to  publicise  the  Bird* 
raan  competition,  in  which 
participants  leap  as  far  as 
they  can  Into  Der- . 
wentwater.  Eddie,  we  learn, 
now  lives  in  the  States  and 
visits  us  for  only  three 
weeks  every  year.  Yet  he  is, 
allegedly,  still  "Britain’s 
number  one  ski-jumper”. 
Can  this  be  right? 


stand  by  your  man 


Commentary 


Jonathan 

Freedland 


IS  IT  OK  to  call  a woman  a 
bitch?  Or -a -tease?  What  if 
you  say  that  what  women 
really  want  is  to  stay  at 
home  doing  the  laundry,  while 
their  man  goes  off  drinking 
with  his  mates?  Is  that  OK? 
And  what  about  the  notion 
that  the  female  ideal  is  a wom- 
an enslaved  behind  bars,  her 
wrists  in  handcuffs  with  a pad- 
lock tight  across  her  neck?  Is 


-that  allowed,  too?  An  these 
messages  are  being  injected 
into  cultural  bloodstream 
right  now  — and,  remarkably, 
no-one  seems  to  mind.  Mer- 
edith Brooks  has  a . hit 
whose  hook  line  declares,  “Tm 
a bitch,  Ito  a tease,”  while  fei- 
low  American  ebanteuse  Paula 
Ccfle.  has  dominated  the  sum- 
mer airwaves  with  a charmmg 
number,  which  » ire  plead- 
ingly, Where  Have  AH  The 
Cowboys  Gone?  “I  win  do  the 
laxmdty/K  you  pay  an  the 
bins,”  she  sings.-  before  won- 
dering wbat’s  happened  to  her 
John  Wayne,  her. lonely 
ranger,  her  Marlboro  Man  AH 
I the  while,  she  sings  to  her 
! strong,  silent  and  absent  love: 

Oh  I know  your  bads 
hurts 

From  looking  on  the 


track  dirt 

Bow  do  you  take  your 


I will  wash  the  dishes, 
while  you  go  heax  a beer... 

Tom  down  the  car  radio, 
glance  up -at  the  billboard 
yooT  see  the  last  member  of 
this  trio,  the  supermodel  Linda 
Evangelista  gwng  down  in 
die  service  of  Yardley  cosmet- 
ics. In  the  company's  latest  ad 
campaign.  Ms  Evangelista  Is 
shown  in  various  poses  of  cap- 
tivity involving  either  cuffs, 
padlocked  neck-chain  oar 
bars.  The  product  is  YartDey’s 
Stay  Fast,  which  promises  to 
"lock-in'’  colour  - — Imwpp  ftp 
bint  of  S A M,  atrbrushed  for 
High  Street  consumption. 

Taken  at  face  value,  these  Hi- 
de telegrams  from  pop  cul- 
ture’s front  Htw  suggest  noth- 


ing less  than  a lurch  into  1970s 
sexism.  They  are  reminders  of 
foe  days  when  feminism  was 
called  women's  lib,  when  it 
was  acceptable  to  depict 
women  as  submissive  sex-ob- 
jects,  tame,  domesticated  wri- 
ter's or  even  as  bitches.  We 


as  the  leering  men  of  On  The 
Boses  and  Benny  ffm,  like  the 
doBy  birds  and  little-women-at- 
home  of  the  Carry  On  films, 
vanished.  While  women  de- 
manded to  be  paid  and  treated 

equally,  images  nrul  Tangling* 

that  belittled  and  humiliated 
them  lost  their  tagtttwmry  in 
polite  company,  E\3r  a while,  20  , 
years  perhaps,  they  were  gone. , 
Yet  here  we  are  again,  wallow- 
ing once  more  in  the  old 

murk.  Then  it  was  Stand  By 
Your  Man;  now  its  I Will  Do 
The  Laundry. 

The  ready  response  is  that 
today  it’s  all  different.  Now  fee 
messages  are  not' literal,  but 
ironic.  The  singers  ard  the  ad- 
vertisers don’t  realty  mean  to 
depict  women  as  bitches  and 
sex-slaves,  feeytre  just  playing 
wife  fee  idea  — as  they  can  in 
fee  media-literate,  post-mod- 
ernist 1990s.  What  better  proof 
feat  fete  is  raw*  big  joke  than 
fee  people  the  three 

items:  a&  of  them  are  women. 

"We  h«l  to  do  something 
provocative,”  explains  kium 
Parker,  creative  director  of 


Gotham,  the  advertising 
agency  which  dreamed  up  the 
wnnr^n-tT*-eTisina  theme  for 
Yardley.  But,  she  insists,  fee 

nhar-lrTwri  EVSIlgBliSte  IS  DO  Vic- 
tim. "You  can  tell  by  fee 
garble  in  her  eyes  and  fee 
gmfiA  on  her  lips  feat  she 
knows  this  is  all  a hit  of  a 
laugh”. 

PADLA.  COLE  is  playing 
the  gamp  game.  She 
sings  wife  melancholy, 
suggesting  her  female 
narrator’s  cowboy  dream  ends  , 
tn  TftHrifrMM  and  drudge.  That : 
way  fee  song  is  not  an  endorse- 
ment, but  a sendap  of  such 
traditionalist  yearnings.  "It’s 
aiwiintaiy  sarcastic,”  she  ex- 
plains from  a photo-shoot  in 
New  York.  Tfs  meant  to  be  a 
feminist  jab.”  Evm  Meredith 
Brooks  is.  only  using  fee  B- 
word  far  effect,  to  ram  borne 
her  belief  feat  women  have  a 
right  to  do  and  be  everything: 
Tm  a bitch.  Tm  a lover/  Pm  a 
chffd.  Fm  a mother/  Tm  your 
hell/  rmyour  dream.  frn  noth- 
ing in  between.” 

A new  kind  of  conventional 
wisdom  has  arisen,  which  says 
feat  so  long  as  a toxic  word  or 
image  is  used  knowingly  It 
loses  its  sting.  Irony  has  be- 
come a kind  of  detergent,  able 
to  wash  away  aH  fee  unpleas- 
antness of  tliP  farmer  nyaning 
So  Harvey  Nichols  can  show 


women  tied  like  dogs  on  a 
leash,  and  Channel  4 can 
screen  The  Girlie  Show  be- 
cause now  we  are  all  auxtre.  It 

is  no  longer  sexist  to  sell  a 
Wanderbra  wife  the  slogan 
HsUo,  Boys  or  to  urge  a return 
to  fee  mini-skirt  and  razor- 
fein  stiBetto  bed  (as  this 
year’s  autumn  look  will 
apparently  demand),  because 
everything’s  now  in  inverted 
commas. 

We  can  indulge  the  Bridget 
Jones  notion  that  a woman’s 
existence  is  harren  and  mean- 
ingless without  a map  because 
we  know  we  don't  really  mean 
it. 

Men  have  been  the  quickest 
to  embrace  the  new  irony 
After  an  its  made  them  free  to 
return  to  old  habits  feminism 
once  forced  them  to  change. 
Best  of  all,  no  one  can  object 
without  risking  ridicule  as  a 

spoilsport  or,  worse,  an  qq. 
sophisticate  who  has  failed  to 
see  fee  wit  in  men  obsessing 
over  football,  drinking  lager 
and  urging  women  to  get  their 
tits  out  tor  the  lads.  A scan  of 
fee  men’s  magazines  — where 
fee  market-leader.  FHM,  now 
outsells  its  female  counterpart. 
Cosmopolitan  — shows  feat 
the  initial  irony  is  now 
reduced  to  the  merest  fig-leaf. 
It  has  been  replaced  with 
overt,  Sid  James-style  sort  am 
"Nice  face.”  reckons  Mnvjm 


alongside  a topless  picture  of 
aristosorialite  Tamara  Beck- 
with. But,  the  magaritre  la- 
ments, “we've  seen  bigger 
knockers  on  a doll’s  house 
door". 


THERE  is  a danger  here, 
one  women  like  Ms 
Cole.  Brooks  and 
Parker  should  beware 
oE  by  trading  in  fee  currency 
of  sexism,  they  may  end  up 
giving  it  new  life.  To  them 
words  like  bitch,  along  wife 
images  of  submission,  work  as 
clever,  ironic  devices  — be- 
cause they  play  off  the  experi- 
ence that  went  before. 

But  a new  and  younger  audi- 
ence. which  does  not  remem- 
ber life  before  feminism  or 
even  feminism  itself,  is  much 
more  likely-  to  take  such  mes- 
sages neat,  stripped  of  all  allu- 
sion. When  they  see  Meredith 
Brooks  singing  Bitch  on  Top 
Of  The  Pops,  they  can  hardly 
be  blamed  if  they  assume  fee 
word  is  a legitimate  way  to  de- 
scribe a woman,  just  as  young 
lads  might  now  think  that  the 
educated,  professional  man 
dedicates  his  life  to  iootie  and 
unashamedly  judges  a woman 
by  the  size  of  her  chest  The 
irony  and  retro  humour  might 
have  worked  for  the  genera- 
tion wife  experience;  now  it 
sounds  less  like  a joke  and 
more  like  an  alarm  bell. 


& ^ 


Peter  Haiti  wants  the  party  to  be  a microcosm  of  democracy 


ESTHER -iff- fee  two  exposedra  conservative polltt-  keeps  fee  party  In  touchWife 
models  tor  Labour’s  cal  culture  in  an  often  pain-  fee  views  of  mfninng  of  em- 
frrture  as  carica-  ftdly  bureaucratic  structure  ployees  and  provides  the 
tured  in  the  news  which  still  tends  to  lock  party  basis  for  a mutually  support- 
media  is  acceptable.  One  sees  members  in  a life  shnffllng  rve  partnership 
party  members  as  a passive  between  endless  meetings  of  But  to  argue  fee  party's 
fan  club  for  ministers;  the  terminal  tedium.  - case  effectively  at  this  grass- 

other  denies  that  govern-  To  succeed  and  remain  in  roots  level  members  should 


other  denies  that  govern-  To  succee 
meat,  especially  after  18  ap-  power  for  a generation,  be  allowed  to  participate  in 
palling  Tory  years,  involves  Labour  needs  to  be  a cam-  framing  policy  so  that  they 
tough  cholera  and  workable  paigning  party;  it  needs  an  feel  they  “own”  it  Centra- 
policies,  not  rhetoric  and  op-  enthusiastic  army  of  active  Used  policy-making  Is  not 


be  allowed  to  participate  in 


WHOEVER  E4  turns . 
out  to  be,  we  can  be 
fairly  certain  that 
he  is  not  Sir  Edward  Heath. 
Were  he  to  be,  however,  we 
might  find  a reference  to  the 
Incident  In  his  long-awaited 
memoirs,  which  the  former 
PM  has  promised  to  deliver 
by  autumn  1998:  He  is  being 
helped  out  by  Lord  Arm- 


positionalist  slogans. 

To  sustain  Labour  in 
power,  there  needs  to  be  a 
new  internal  party  settlement 
to  ensure  that  activism  has 
both  rights  and  responsibil- 
ities: rights  because  other- 
wise there  will  be  nobody  to 
deliver  leaflets  or  knock  on 


members- who  connect  the  | simply  SItist,  it  is  ineffective 

Members  should  participate  in  framing 
policy  so  that  they  feel  they  ‘own'  it 

Government  into  civil  society  { because  members  feel  fee  pol- 


IAM  standing  for 
Labour’s  NEC  because  I 
want  Labour  to  win  the 
next  election.  labour 
won  In  May  because  we  se- 
cured that  winning  affiance 
of  Labour’s  natural  constit- 
uency — middle-  and  low- 
income  earners.  In  order  to 
win  next  time  we  have  to 
keep  feat  alliance  faptiwr 
by  modernising  British 
society,  which  needs  an 
open  and  pSnraDatic  party. 

The  Mg  issue  is  «tm  the 
economy.  Governments  are 
judged  by  whether  living 
standards  rise  tor  the  ma- 
jority. No  media  spin  doctor 
can  change  that  reality.  The 
basic  problems  outlined  in 
Gordon  Brown’s  budget  — 
under-investment , lower 
productivity  and  slower 
long-term  growth  compared 
to  other  major  economies — 
cannot  be  avoided. 

For  the  past  18  years  the 


helped  out  by  Lord  Arm-  doors  in  the  wet  and  cold;  and  — the  everyday  life  of  work, 

strong,  best  known  for  econ-  responsibilities  because  ac-  friendships,  family,  comma- 

omy  with  the  truth,  who  tivlst  fervour  may  have  won  nity  groups  and  networks, 

control  of  the  party  in  fee  late  from  school  parents  to  local 


ides  are  nothing  to  do  wife 
them. 


now  says  that  “X  can  assure 
you  JH  not  be  writing  any 
of  it”.  The  good  news  Is,  nei- 
ther will  Teddy:  Hodder 
Headline  Is  looking  for  a 
ghost  writer,  and  any  one 
who’s  not  slogging  too  hard 
through  August  might  like 
to  apply  through  the  Diary. 


ror  the  anachronistic  and  61it- 
ist  structures  that  have  felled 
fee  country,  fee  party  should 


1970s  and  early  1980s  but  the 
country  was  meanwhile  lost 
During  that  period  the  defi- 
ciencies of  “old  Labour”  were 


environmental  campaigns 
and  pensioners’  clubs. 


• Involvement  may  be  diffi-  be  a microcosm  of  the  partiM- 
cult  in  day-today  government  patory  democracy  we  wish  to 


policies;  but  Green  Papers 
could  be  used  to  promote  par- 


build  in  Britain. 


Trades-union  involvement  tidpatlon  in  long-term,  strate- 
is  also  beneficial  because  it  gic  policy  development  such 


■HOLLOWING  yester- 
Bmh  day’s  tale  about 
I Little  woods’  convic- 
tion that  Oban  Is  an  Island.  I 
am  reminded  of  other 
Instances  of  English  cer- 
tain tya  bout  Scottish  geog- 
raphy. There  was,  far  exam- 
ple. the  Journalist  who 
arrived  two  days  late  to 
cover  the  Braer  disaster 
having  been  Instructed  by  a 
London  editor  to  save 
money  by  taking  the  20  min- 
ute ferry  from  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland  instead  of  flying. 

The  ferry,  in  fact,  takes  20 
hours:  the  editor  had  been 
looking  at  a map  that  boxed 
off  Shetland  and  moved  it  - 
ISO  miles  south.  


POLICE  In  Fort  Lau- 
derdale, Florida;  were 

unable  to  work  out 
whv  there  was  a bank  rob- 
bery punctually  every  Mon- 
day afternoon,  reports 
Bizarre  magazine.  Until, 
that  Is,  they  picked  up  noto- 
rious con  Donald  Dlgerson. 
He  bad  been  meeting  his  pa- 
role  officer  every  Tuesday  ^ 
to  hand  over  the  next  instal- 
ment of  com  pc  nation  pay- 
ments for  his  victim  s 

families. 


3:3- 


Peter  Mandeison  believes  that  Labour  is  modem,  fair  and  strong 


toeqttelitira  which  scar  our 

« 


by  day-today  events.  Z have 
already  started  to  liaise  with 


Peter  Hain,  MP  for  Neath,  is  a 
Welsh  Office  minister 


its  decisions  and  policy-mak- 
ing. One  member  one  vote  is 
about  more  than  democratic 
procedure:  it’s  fee  lifeblood  of 
our  revival  and  recent  success. 

The  National  Executive 
Committee  should  be  a first- 
rate  administrative  body  to 
run  fee  party’s  affaire.  In 
wWng  election  I am  seeking 
to  make  myself  ntwmwtah’te  to 
the  membership  In  fee  work  Z 
do  for  fee  party.  The  NEC 
should,  keep  performing  three 
core 

• to  maintain  the  election- 
winning professionalism  of 
our  organisation;  . 

• to  co-ordinate  a consistent 
campaign  promoting  the  Gov- 
ernment and  attacking  the 
new  Tory  opposition; 

• to  keep  the  Government  In 
touch  with  what  party  mem- 
bers and  Britain’s  hard-work- 
ing people  want  and  expect 

So  far,  we  have  shown  our- 
selves to  be  a modem,  fair  and 
strong  government  We  have  a 
long  way  to  go,  though,  in 
reducing  fee  divisions  and  fee 
inequalities  which  scar  our 


the  “control-freak  ten-  basis  of  ao 
deucy”.  Labour  Party  de-  rather  than 
mocracy  Is  not  a luxury  in  ground,  is  c 
SUCh  cfmmnrtanrag-  To  SUS-  nomic  SUCCe 

tain  us  in  office  we  need  a fraction  of  ti 
party  which  remains  cap-  the  abolition 
able  of  political  discussion  tra diets  the 
which  can  alert  ns  to  the  Making  stud 
effect  of  our  policies  in  good  families  pay 
time  to  correct  mistakes,  two-tier  sysl 
That  Is  why  annual  confer-  many  people 
ence  must  remain  the  place  port  unity 
where  the  party  member-  threatens  on 
ship  decades  onr  policies,  ance.  Britain 
and  the  NEC  must  not  be  must  make  a 
dominated  by  members  bntion  — bn 
whose  critical  faculties  may  remains  an  t 
be  constrained  by  uriniste-  poration  tax. 
rial  responsibility.  If  we  do  n 

Labour’s  democratic  reforms  to  l 
structures  are  a kind  of  core  of  Brit 
early  warning  system,  al-  our  economy 
ready  tingling  with  mes-  be  able  to  : 
sages  after  our  first  few  electorate  ii 
months  in  office.  The  pnb-  time  with  co 
lie  has  been  hit  with  mort-  debate  hat 
gage  rises  dictated  by  the  started.  Whe 
knee-jerk  decisions  of  the  delson  and  I 
Bank  of  England,  which  are  from  our  hoi 
damping  down  growth  and  and  spades  : 
slowing  the  reduction  In  debate  could 
unemployment.  on  television. 

There  is  concern  too  Peter? 

about  our  priority  — educa-  

tion.  A mass  system  of  Ken  Livingstor* 
higher  education,  in  which  East 


ertv  and  social  exclusion,  in  schools  ana  Dcspmus,  me 
w unit  tor* 


volntlonalise  the  Govern- 


schools  and  hospitals,  fee  new  is  doing.  more  effectively. 

S^roerauuriefor  the  young  We.  will  not  succeed  if  we  minimum  standards  at  the 
and  long-term  unemployed,  return  to  the  days  when  min-  workplace,  raising  perfor- 
tbugh  action  against  crime,  isters  and  party  were  at  odds,  mance  and  standards  in 
stahffltv.  In  This  requires  constant  dia-  schools  and  the  health  service 


nanfs  approach  In  this  vital  tough  actira.  ^ 

y SJSriWfl  to  show  that  and  economic  stability.  In  This 

STw^fafid^lIsm  and  log 

SX*!*)  pmctioaUW  A 


logue  and  mutual  respect 
There  will  always  be  indi- 
viduals who  are  more  inter- 


older  to  see  through  vkJuals  are  more  mter- 
modermsed  labour  other  changes  to  rated  In  internal  argument 

and  fighting  fear  own  side, 

estsofthepwrand^Was  rather  than  working  coHec- 

neStogov-  tively  and  taking  on  the 
J!d re Sl S^SSSLtiomlfop^  Tories. Throughout royife to 
about  it  — and  ..  r^hour  administration  fee  party,  as  a local  activist. 

anwlei  We  cflkS  MP  end  minister.  I 

Save  fee  maioriS^  the  leader  have  always  stood  up  and 
paign  manager  in  this  Tvnoramme- Wemnst.  for  the  party  and  Its 

*en^!  to  bond  vSura.  I have  no  time  for  in- 

s&sk 

mskss 


are  important  methods  of  re- 
distribution. 

Our  policies  are  modern  but 


rated  In  internal  argument  our  core  values  are  tm- 
and  fighting  their  own  side,  changed.  Bringing  opportuni- 
rather  than  working  coHec-  ties  to  all,  so  that  noone  is 
tively  and  taking  on  the  held  back  and  cut  off  from 
Tories.  Throughout  my  life  in  society’s  mainstream,  is 
fee  party,  as  a local  activist  labour's  central  goaL  Our  de- 
effidri  MP  and  minister,  I dston  to  tackle  social  esdu- 
bave  always  stood  up  and  sion.  Initially  through  the  ere- 
ihnpht  for  the  party  and  its  atlon  of  new  machinery  In 

values.  1 have  no  time  for  to-  government  has  struck  a paw* 
ffrxTitfng  or  introspection.  I erfbl  chord  with  fee  public. 
love  my  party  bnt  I also  want  We  have  a government  whose 
it  to  be  professional  actions  we  can  be  proud  to 

and  wall  organised.  I want  it  to  proclaim. 


is  needed  in  govgmneiit  ami  ei^e  te  Above 

to  win  a second  tram.  JKe  are  keot  alL^ Twauit  it  to  belong  to  its  Peter  Mandeison.  MP  for 

thew  Sssroot  members  who,  ^epool.ls  Minister  without 
Wotal&liaw  been  shut  out 


Our  early  warning 
system  is  already 
tingling  with 
messages  after  our 
first  few  months 


The  Government  should 
intervene  to  change  the  pri- 
orities of  the  British  econo- 
my to  favour  Investment 
over  the  short-term  con- 
sumption of  the  wealthiest. 
Corporate  taxation  must  be 
reformed  to  favour  long- 
term investment.  We 
should  reduce  the  current 
excessive  level  of  defence 
spending,  beginning  by 
withdrawing  from  the  farce 
of  the  huge  British  Army 
presence  In  Germany.  The 
transfer  of  wealth  from  the 
poor  to  the  rich  which  is  the 
root  cause  of  “social  exclu- 
sion” must  be  addressed  as 
the  focus  of  Labour’s  eco- 
nomic policy-  if  we  do  not 
have  the  courage  to  tackle 
the  City,  we  will  be  forced 
by  economic  logic  to  hurt 
the  middle-  and  low-income 
families  who  are  the  main 
beneficiaries  of  the  welfare 
state. 

There  are  already  signs 
that  the  winning  alliance  is 
conring  under  pressure.  At 
Uxbridge,  our  first  byelec- 
toral  test  since  May  1,  we 
lost  to  a large  extent  be- 
cause of  the  infatuation 
with  back-room  fixers 
whose  methods  led  to  a can- 
didate being  imposed 
against  local  voters' wishes. 

The  Guardian  called  the 
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John  Elliot 


Broadcasting  to  the  nation 


JOHN  Elliot  who  has 

died  aged  79.  co- 
wrote the  famous 
early  1960s  BBC  tele- 
vision series  A fir 
Andromeda.  In  that  decade, 
he  also  created  the  long-run- 
ning on-industry  drama  The 
Troubleshooters,  and  the  13- 
part  Fall  of  Eagles,  about  the 
collapse  of  the  German.  Rus- 
sian and  Austro-Hungarian 
empires  after  the  first  world 
war.  And  Elliot,  in  1956,  wrote 
and  produced  the  15-part  War 
in  the  Air,  the  BBC's  first  war 
documentary  series. 

As  a producer,  writer  and 
organiser,  Elliot  embodied 
the  BBC's  Reithian  values.  He 


joined  the  corporation  in  1949 
when  television  was  a cul- 
turalnoveity.  with  fewer  than 
Mfcvfataii  licences, 
ana  did  much  to  establish 
production  standards  as  tele- 
vision evolved  into  the  domi- 
nant form  of  mass  communi- 
carion.  As  film  documentary 
and  sequence  nmnagar  at  Al- 
exandra Palace,  Elliot 
brought  into  the  BBC  the  Dio- 
nearing  traditions  of  the  old 
GPO  film  unit  On  the  death 
of  George  VI,  in  1952,  he  pro- 
duced the  first  television  obit- 
uary of  a British  monarch. 
Some  13  years  later.  Elliot 
produced  and  wrote  Chur- 
chill's television,  obituary.  He 


also  produced  the  first  pro- 
gramme direct  from  Paris  to 
London.  In  the  mid-1950s,  he 
spent  a year  with  the  United 
Nations  in  New  York  advis- 
ing on  the  use  of  television. 

Elliot  produced  The  Sunday 
Play  for  live  transmission, 
while  his  programme  on 
Henry  Moore  won  the  BBC  its 
first  international  television 
award,  at  the  Venice  Festival. 
He  put  together  a notable  Om- 
nibus on  The  Spanish  Ctail 
War  and  In  1959,  won  the 
award  or  the  Guild  of  Televi- 
sion Producers  and  Directors. 

In  1955  he  bad  written,  pro- 
duced and  directed  A Man 
from  the  Sun,  the  first 


national  television  pro- 
gramme for  West  Indians.  A 
quarter  of  a century  later,  in 
1982,  he  generated  Ebony , 
with  black  writers  and  repor- 
ters, for  BBC2.  By  then,  he 
had  succeeded  Desmond  Haw- 
kins as  south  and  west 
regional  controller. 

John  Elliot  read  English  lit- 
erature at  London  University 
and  went  on  writing  books 
alongside  television  work. 
There  were  two  novels,  a 
book  drawn  from  Fall  of  Ea- 
gles, and  one  on  the  back- 
ground of  another  TV  series, 
Mogul. 

A Quaker  at  heart,  he  regis- 
tered as  a conscientious  ob- 


jector In  1939.  left  university 
without  a degree,  volunteered 
for  the  Army  Medical  Coirs 
and  in  1940  was  part  or  me 
evacuation  from  Dunkirk-  He 
served  for  seven  years  in  the 
Middle  East,  India.  Ceylon 
and  Burma. 

Thirty  years  later,  the  cour- 
age that  kept  him  unarmed  in 
war  was  still  evident.  In  1970, 
he  backed  Bristol  staff  oppos- 
ing the  shutdown  of  regional 
radio  and  reduction  of  area 
television  spending.  He  saw 
hinwif  as  a lifelong  devotee 
of  public  service  TV.  "Cora- 
j pared  with  this,  the  claims  of 
commercial  television  seem 
trivial  and  absurd."  be  said. 


In  retirement  in  Bristol,  he 
' went  on  making  good  pro- 
I grammes*  often  for  regional 
1 television,  became  Labour- 
nominated  governor  of  bis 
local  school  and  was  elected 
| chairman  by  the  board.  With 
the  h*»lp  of  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
and  his  own  resolve,  he  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  theatre  and 
concerts  almost  to  the  end. 
despite  disabling  Parkinson's 
disease.  He  leaves  his  wife 
and  two  daughters. 

[ PatarBnnn 

1 - 

John  Elliot.  BBC  producer  and 
administrator,  bom  July  4. 1918. 
died  August  14. 1997  j 


Elliot . . . devoted  to  public  service 


Peter  Ashmore 


Birthdays 


The  director’s  cut 

THE  death  of  the  for-  ( had  the  box-office  under  1 Hedda  popped  th 
mer  stage  director  siege.  As  a theatre  critic  in  out  a qualm. 
Peter  Ashmore,  at  the  [ Edinburgh  six  or  seven  years  I Ashmore  did  a 
age  of  81.  augments  a later  I gratefully  reviewed  shows,  among  tl 


Peter  Ashmore,  left,  with  Richard  Burton  and  Dorothy  Maguire,  In  New  York,  195X 
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THE  death  of  the  for- 
mer stage  director 
Peter  Ashmore,  at  the 
age  of  81.  augments  a 
sad  coincidence  already 
noted  on  this  page.  The  ac- 
tresses Rosalie  Crutchley 
(obituary,  July  31)  and  Isabel 
Dean  (August  6),  who  had 
been  friends  since  they  were 
fellow-members  of  Ashmore's 
Oxford  Playhouse  company 
during  the  war,  died  within 
24  hours  of  each  other.  Ash- 
more. who  was  married  to 
Crutchley  for  13  years,  and 
tether  of  her  two  children, 
had  died  one  day  earlier. 

After  drama  school,  Ash- 
more debuted  as  actor  in 
1934.  His  directing  career  ef- 
fectively began  when,  in  1941, 
he  took  over  at  the  Oxford 
Playhouse,  a traditional  rep- 
ertory theatre  which  put  on  a 
fresh  production  once  a fort- 
night. From  Oxford,  he 
moved  briefly  to  Liverpool 
before  being  lured  to  London 
by  the  H M Tennent  manage- 
ment, for  whom  he  directed  a 
score  of  productions. 

His  first  great  hit  was  Ed- 
ward My  Son.  a meaty  drama 
written  by  Robert  Morley  for 
Robert  Morley.  It  was  1947.  I 
had  just  been  demobbed  and 
was  staying  with  an  army 
friend  in  London.  I remem- 
ber his  two  sisters,  both  at 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Dra- 
matic Art,  full  of  awe- 
stricken gossip  about  a para- 
gon of  West  End  virtues  — a 
strong,  serious  play  that  also 


had  the  box-office  under 
siege.  As  a theatre  critic  in 
Edinburgh  six  or  seven  years 
later  I gratefully  reviewed 
Hippo  Dancing,  another  Ash- 
more-directed  Morley  benefit 
en  route  to  London.  It  was  an 
uproarious  and,  by  today's 
standards,  a politically 
deeply  incorrect  comedy, 
which  Morley  had  taken 
from  a French  original  and 
from  which  in  1969  he  sal- 
vaged the  leading  character 
for  a television  comedy 
series,  Charge!. 

By  then,  Ashmore's  own 
career  was  over.  What  went 
wrong  is  a mystery,  though 
the  same  year  as  Hippo  — 
1954  — he  put  on  a produc- 
tion of  Hedda  Gabler  at  the 
Lyric,  Hammersmith,  which 
seems  to  have  divided  not 
only  the  critics  but  the  cast 
as  well. 

“Worth  travelling  many 
hundreds  of  miles  to  see,” 
said  Plays  & Players  maga- 
zine, but  there  were  rumours 
that  the  casually  evil  Hedda 
that  Ashmore  drew  from 
Peggy  Ashcroft  was  not  to 
everyone’s  taste  in  the  com- 
pany, and  that  George  De- 
vine,  who  was  playing  Judge 
Brack,  had  been  asked  to  me- 
diate. The  Act  n curtain-fall, 
when  Hedda  burns  a precious 
manuscript,  seems  to  have 
been  the  most  problematic; 
issue.  Usually  the  actress 1 
makes  a big  production  of 
stuffing  the  sheets  of  paper 
into  the  stove.  Ashcroft's 


Hedda  popped  them  in  with- 
out a qualm. 

Ashmore  did  a few  more 
shows,  among  them  a last 
collaboration,  in  1961,  with 
Robert  Morley  on  a play 
about  Cecil  Rhodes  — a char- 
acter who.  as  television  has 
recently  shown,  lacks  pulling 
power.  The  production  never 
made  it  to  the  West  End. 

Ashmore,  whose  marriage 
to  Rosalie  Crutchley  had 
ended  two  years  earlier,  went 
to  live  in  the  sun.  Later,  he 
settled  in  Ireland  with  his 
second  wife,  Petra,  by  whom 
he  is  survived,  along  with  his 
son  and  daughter. 

Between  going  abroad  the 
first  time  and  settling  in  Ire- 
land, Ashmore  returned  to 
his  native  north  London  to 
take  on  the  responsibility  for 
his  family's  funeral  business 
for  several  years.  This  can't 
help  reminding  me  of  the  last 
words  uttered  by  George 
C Scott  in  Larry  Gelbart's 
pastiche  of  Old  Hollywood 
double-features.  Movie. 
Movie.  Playing  a theatrical 
producer  stricken  with  a 
heart  attack  on  opening 
night,  he  philosophises:1 
“Funny  thing,  life.  One  mo- 
ment you’re  standing  in  the 
wings,  the  next  you're  wear- 
ing 'em." 

Phi  Dp  Purser  ' 

Eric  Peter  Ashmore,  theatre  di- 
rector. bom  January  29,  1916; 
died  July  26. 1897 


Gerry  Bermingham.  Labour 
MP,  57;  Prof  Sir  John  Board- 
man.  archaeologist,  70:  Finlay 
Calder.  rugby  player,  40;  John 
Emborey,  cricketer.  45;  Lau- 
rent Fablus.  former  prime 
minister  of  France,  51;  Jane 
Garslde.  chief  commissioner, 
Girl  Guides,  61:  Gus  Macdon- 
ald. chairman.  Scottish  Media 
Group,  57;  Tom  Mangold, 
broadcaster.  63;  George 
Mitchell.  Irish  peacemaker, 
65;  Prof  Dr  Helen  Muir,  FRS, 
biochemist.  77;  Robert  Plant, 
rock  singer.  49;  Robin  Oakley. 
BBC  political  editor.  56;  Prof 
Anthony  Seaton,  chairman. 
DoE  Environment  Air  Pollu- 
tion Commission.  GO;  Yvette 
Swan,  president.  International 
Federation  of  Business  and 
Professional  Women,  52.  Des- 
mond Swayne,  Corwervatiie 
MP.  41. 
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Tony  Smith 


Coolest  Duke  of  Soho 


TONY  Smith,  who  has 
died  aged  80,  was  one  of 
the  Africans-about-town 
who  gave  Soho  a more  cosmo- 
politan character  than  its 
chroniclers  suggest  One  of 
those  chroniclers,  Daniel  Par- 
son, once  said  that  only  on 
looking  back  at  his  photo- 
graphs did  he  realise  how 
many  black  people  had  been 
there.  A presence  that  grew 
between  the  wars  became  a 
vital  part  of  West  End  life  by 
the  end  of  the  1950s. 

Smith’s  hustle  was  gam- 
bling.. With  an  uncommon 
flair  for  hanging  on  to  his 
money,  he  used  his  education 
and  entrepreneurial  skills  to 
survive  changing  times  and 
to  operate  one  of  the  most 
famous  games  of  rummy  in 
the  heyday  of  rock  'n'  roll 
Bom  into  a middle-class  La- 
gos family,  Smith  bad  a 
grandmother  related  to  Her- 
bert Macaulay,  the  handlebar- 
moustached  tether  of  Nige- 
rian nationalism  whose  face 
appears  on  the  country's 
banknotes.  Educated  at  CMS 
Grammar  School  and  King's 
College  — he  represented  Ni- 
geria as  schoolboy  billiards 
champion  against  the  then 
Gold  Coast — he  was  working 
as  a civil  servant  when  adven- 
turousness persuaded  him  to 
go  to  sea.  He  arrived  in  Liver- 
pool in  1940,  then  shipped  out 
to  the  Caribbean,  South 
America  and  New  York. 


Back  in  Liverpool,  he 
worked  in  a munitions  fac- 
tory and  met  fellow  Nigerian 
Ginger  Johnson,  who  later 
made  his  name  playing 
drums  with  Edmundo  Rob’s 
orchestra.  The  next  eight 
years  were  spent  intermit- 
tently at  sea  with  occasional 
film-extra  work,  but  when  in 
London  he  lived  with  John- 
son, who  helped  show  him  the 
ropes.  He  turned  a lifetime’s 
passion  for  gambling  into  a 
means  of  earning  a living;  not 
for  Mm  the  menial  tanks  en- 
dured by  other  Africans, 
washing-up  in  restaurants  or 
cleaning  trains. 

When  the  war  was  over,  he 
worked  in  the  black-run  spiel- 
ers he  had  patronised  while 
on  leave.  Although  there  were 
plusher  black  places  with 
music.  Soho  and  Fitzrovia 
were  dotted  with  cafes  where 
card  and  dice-games  ran  with 
varying  degrees  of  legality. 
He  worked  for  Ernest  Marke 
— whose  Gerrard  Street  club 
was  the  scene  of  a 1945  “race 
riot”  — then  as  croupier  for 
fellow  Lagos ian  Jlde  Thomas, 
in  his  24-hour  gambling  den 
off  Soho  Square  known  as  the 
Jungle.  For  six  months,  he 
and  Marke  ran  the  place 
together,  but  an  enterprise  of 
his  own  foundered  after 
police  raids. 

Among  the  West  End’s 
most  sartorial  figures,  Smith 
was  known  as  the  Duke  of 


Soho.  He  went  dancing  at  the 
Paramount  and  Astoria,  had 
his  suits  made  to  measure  in 
Old  Compton  Street  and 
sported  Italian  shoes  — at 
£20  a pair  — when  coarse 
demob  suits  and  heavy , 
brogues  studded  with  “bla- 
keys”  were  still  the  norm. 

In  1955,  when  Sammy  Sam- 1 
uels,  a veteran  of  Soho  gam- , 
bitag.  failed  with  a new  ven- 
ture, his  bookmaker  partner  i 
suggested  he  turn  it  into  a 
“coloured  club’’.  Remember- 
ing the  Jungle’s  smooth  oper- ! 
ator,  Samuels  offered  Smith  a i 
partnership.  , 

He  accepted,  on  condition  I 
they  served  food  as  West  Indi- 
ans  and  Africans  expected. ! 
and  an  old-timer  was  in- 
stalled in  the  basement  to 
cook  chicken  stew,  rice  and 
beans.  The  dub,  by  then  in 
Greek  Street,  took  off.  With 
Smith  overseeing  proceed- 
ings, it,  too,  became  known  as 
the  Jungle. 

With  the  rise  of  British 
beat,  local  racial  attitudes 
began  to  change:  white  out- 
siders began  to  rub 
shoulders  with  blacks  on 
more  equal  terms.  Young 
Georgie  Fame  frequently  vis- 
ited the  Jungle,  as  did  Amer- 
icans appealing  at  Ronnie 
Scott’s  Club,  between  sets, 
and  Scott  himself  for  a late 
game;  I went  there  myself. 
Someone  brought  along  Cilia 

Blarlf  and  Smith  was  among 


Smith . . a gambling  man 

those  amused  by  her  at- 
tempts to  roll  balls  of  semo- 
lina fu-fu  between  her  palms 
rather  than  her  fingers. 

For  over  12  years,  the  Jun- 
gle was  an  important  black 
gathering-place.  Smith  wpri 
Samuels  took  care  of  others 
down  on  their  luck  and 
would  never  let  anyone  go 

hungry,  but  when  tha  gaming 

laws  changed  in  i960,  so  did 
the  Jungle's  fortunes.  With 
betting  shops  and  casinos 
opening,  Soho  landlords 
raised  rents,  favouring  strip- 
dubs  over  gambling.  Smith 
got  a job  pressing  buttons  as 
a stoker  at  the  Ministry  of 
Works,  retiring  in  1982  and 
travelling  to  Nigeria  with  his 
family.  Back  in  England  he 
continued  to  socialise  regu- 
larly with  friends  from  Jun- 
gle days  — and  to  gamble. 

iw  Wlbner 

Samuel  Anthony  Adeyemi 
Smith,  gambler  and  entrepre- 
neur; bom  September  19, 1916; 
died  August  10, 1997 
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Denis  Bell 


Lean,  kind  electricity  cat 

Djv!SS  wlM>.  has  j socialist.  Labour  councillor  j tog  in  economic  histor 

oiea  aged  78.  was  chair-  and  one-time  Methodist  lay  Glasgow  University.  Afte 
man  Of  the  North  West-  1 nrASrhor  Hte  mnfhar  Ann  Min.  momt^  i 


I— ^ man  of  the  North  West- 
ern Electricity  Board  from 
1976  to  1985,  and  was  cer- 
tainly no  fet  cat  As  a former 
colleague  observed,  had  he 
been  involved  In  the  privati- 
sation process,  he  would 
have  hated  it 

Before  Norweb.  he  had  held 
senior  industrial  relations 
posts  with  the  National  Coal 
Board  and  the  Electricity 
Council  He  was  a man  of 
great  intellect  and  a firm, 
although  tolerant  manager 
of  people,  whose  names  he 
never  forgot 

Denis's  roots  were  in  Chop- 
well,  County  Durham,  where 
his  tether  John  was  a miner. 


socialist  Labour  councillor 
and  one-time  Methodist  lay 
preacher.  His  mother  Ann 
helped  to  run  a soup  kitchen 
in  the  1926  miners’  strike.  It 
was  a household  full  of  hooks 
and  people  — Including  visits 
from  the  first  Labour  educa- 
tion minister,  Charles  Tre- 
velyan. After  grammar 
school  in  Bishop  Auckland, 
he  gained  a scholarship  to  St 
Edmund  Hall,  Oxford,  where 
he  was  active  in  the  Oxford 
Union,  but  his  time  as  a stu- 
dent was  interrupted  by  war- , 
time  Royal  Air  Force  sendee. 
In  the  1945  election,  he  stood 
as  the  unsuccessful  Labour 
parliamentary  candidate  for 
Canterbury. 

Denis  began  work  lectur-  ■ 


tag  in  economic  history  at 
Glasgow  University.  After  he 
and  Mina  married,  they 
moved  to  London  hi  1954  and 
Denis  worked  for  the  NCB's 
labour  relations  department, 
shaping  its  wages  structure. 
His  achievements  there  were 
tinged  with  sadness  for  the 
industry’s  decline. 

He  later  became  the  Elec- 
tricity Council's  industrial 
relations  adviser,  negotiating 
the  industry’s  salaries  and 
conditions,  and  - reconciling 
the  often  conflicting  views  of 
a federal  industry.  His  chair- 
manship of  Norweb  was  the 
pinnacle  of  his  career. 

He  quietly  played  his  part 
— including  stuffing  enve- 
lopes — as  a Labour  Party 


member  and  was  more  voclf-  j 
erous  as  a Newcastle  United 
supporter.  He  was  a gover- 
nor of  South  Trafford  Col- ; 
lege,  a member  of  the  Man- 
chester Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society  and 
chairman  and  then  director 
of  the  Agency  for  Economic 
Development,  which  sought 
to  bring  work  and  prosperity 
to  Moss  Side  in  Manchester. 

He  read  W B Yeats  — cher- 
ishing a first  edition  — and 
he  had  a passion  for  Durham 
cathedral 

Denis  Bell  died  slowly  of 
cancer.  Vulnerable  and  frus- 
trated at  his  falling  powers, 
he  yet  recognised  everyone 
who  visited  him,  right  to  the 
end.  He  is  survived  by  a son 
and  a daughter  and  two 
grandchildren. 

C«lb  Mkfoley 

Joseph  Denis  Milbum  Bell,  In- 
dustrialist; bom  September  2. 
1920;  died  July  25, 1997 
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Guardian 


|rY  eyes  Monaco  Mob 


Paul  Murphy 


” 

out  an  investigation  previously  listed  cniCtfM?mf  terrJ^?7f  abus^>  ^ AJM  authorities  The  market.  which  Is  run  by  For  almost  two  years,  ta- 
in to  a string  Of  Off-  regulated  Ofrjx  market  introduced  a new  set  smaller  companies  market  specters  appointed  by  the  DTI 

shore  Investment  crashed  into  administration  are  requiring  the  diseta-  maker  JP  Jenktag,  has  seen  have  been  examining  trades 

‘“^aa*  shadow"  directors  last  autumn  ai-jL  *****  at  any  shadow”  direo-  Its  image  tarnished  recently  in  a string  of  high-profile 

and  unauthorised  corporate  liquidation  last  mtmfo  An  °^a^~  tors  80x3  potential  "stock  pro-  by  the  £120 million  collapse  of  deals,  including  Rothmans’ 

financiers  with  susp*ected  SFO  hasWSw^n  t?  S5*5  4H^S!E»S?Tr  mDters”^In  fo®  past,  such  a software  companyTSay  takeover  bytbe  Swiss  con- 
Unks  to  a string  of  small  com-  vesttaatim;  a ^ 2.l^??1"ad^i8ers  have  tended t0  rr.  last  month  amid  allega-  glomerate  Richemont  and 

pany  flotations  which  subse-  stca— * . _ ^OCM<?  *2  011  take  options  over  shares  in  (ions  that  investors  had  been  BTR’s  takeover  of  its  Austra- 


^y^bteg^insider  totog  companies  floaty  on  Lon-  who  it  considers  are  unfit  to 
. don’s  junior  markets.  These  advise  young  seek- 

®^ly  toZutie  the  two  best-known  tag  a st^^g\^Tictirig 
work  has  centred  on  Services  casualties  of  the  flettetine  Al-  fn 


HE  Serious  Fraud 


Qfes,  which  took  over  from'  known  in  the  City  tor  reaping 
the  old  42  "matched  bargain”  huge  rewards  by  trading  in 
market,  abolished  when  AIM  takeover  targets  before  deals 


■ shore  investment  «f^55S5T^3££:  j5KSTh2"5S 

funds,  shadow"  directors  last  autumn  andmove^tam  ai-jL  *****  of  any  shadow”  direo-  its  image  tarnished  recently  in  a string  of  high-profile 

and  unauthorised  corporate  liquidation  last  mtmfo  An  °^a^~  tors  80x3  potential  "stock  pro-  by  the  £120 million  collapse  of  deals,  including  Rothmans’ 

financiers  with  suspected  ^^S**!?^?**  moters.-  .In  the  past,  such  a software  companyT^ay  takeover  bythl  Swiss  con- 


quently  foiled.  x»,,*  *>._  *.***«i-  uuuijkuues  which  axe  erase  m mwian  ny  toe  comnanv.  John 

The  inquiry  appears  to-be-  taSS. SftE? whojave flotation,  in  lieu  of  fees,  to  JenJdnsThead oTthe^naitet 
targetted  an  the  so^alled  Mb-  ^Ibehind  a^h  authorised  by  many  cases,  they  are  sus-  making  firm,  was  nnavailable 

naco  Mob,  a group  of  ftoa£  comoaSes  whS-^SfwS!?  ^tyrtyfiators.  The  Securt  pected  of  manipulating  deal-  tor  comment  on  thehealth  of 
ciers  and  ^ pns  & Investment  Board,  the  tags  when  voune  comnanies  the  market 


since  March  th<«  year. 


unofficial  ■ corporate  flnan- 1 companies  which  axe  dose  to 


companies  which  axe  dose  to  milled  hy  the  company.  John  n»n  associate  BTR  Nylex.  In- 
flotation,  in  lieu  of  fees,  to  Jenkins,  of  the  market  vestigators  have  hoon  trytag 
many  cases,  they  are  sus-  making  firm,  was  unavailable  to  build  up  evidence  against  a 
pected  of  manipulating  deal-  for  comment  on  the  health  of  corporate  financier  at  one  of 


Vic»  Dtact  ana  several  «h,r  | | wfi«ffi'TftSrSS  I £”££!  ^ StaSSShK" 


Carlton 
acquires 
the  classic 
touch 


Television  group 

Carlton  Communica- 
tions has  snapped  up  a 
library  of  600  old  movies, 
including  such  clnBatwi  as 
Marlene  Dietrich  in  The 
Blue  Angel  and  Lon  Chaney 
in  The  Phantom  of  the 
Opera,  to  screen  on  its  new 
digital  terrestrial  film 
channel,  writes  Julia  Finch. 

The  private  Rohauer  Col- 
lection has  been  bought  for 
an  undisclosed  sum  and 
Carlton  described  tt  as  “a 
veritable  Who’s  Who  of  early 
cinema”. 

It  includes  such  Holly- 
wood greats  as  Douglas 
Fairbanks  in  The  Mark  of 
Zorro,  Rudolph  Valentino 
in  Son  of  the  Sheik  and 
D.W.  Griffith’s  The  Birth  of 
a Nation. 

Several  more  recent  Brit- 
ish films,  including 
Michael  Caine's  first  film. 
Foxhole  in  Cairo,  and  Cliff 
Richard’s  Espresso  Bongo, 
are  also  part  of  the  deaL 
Carlton  get  the  UK  rights 
to  the  collection  in  perpetu- 
ity and  worldwide  rights 
(excluding  the  US)  for  the 
next  eight  years.  Chairman 
Michael  Green  said:  "The 
number  of  television  chan- 
nels worldwide  is  expand- 
ing rapidly  and  there  are 
new  opportunities  to  screen 
classic  and  vintage  fUms.1' 

Only  four  months  ago 
Carlton  spent  £65  million 
to  acquire  Rank  Film  Dis- 
tributors, which  has  a 700- 
fllm  library. 

The  company  also  owns 
the  Romulus  and  Korda 
British  film  libraries.  They 
give  it  the  rights  to  such  all- 
time  movie  greats  as  The 
African  Queen,  Brief  En- 
counter, Richard  in  and 
Anna  Karenina. 

The  Rohauer  Collection 
brings  Carlton’s  library  to 
8,000  hours  of  television, 
including  more,  than  1,500 
films. 


Traditionally  the 

Jaguar  has  been  quintes- 
sentially  a large  car,  so 
there  will  be  those  who  find 
something  slightly  unsettling 
about  the  concept  of  a “small” 
version  of  the  marque.  It  is 
also  qutatessentially  British, 
which  makes  the  possibility 
of  a German-  or  US-built  Jag- 
uar profoundly  disturbing  to 
some. 

Arguably,  if  Jaguar 
remains  a successful  marque, 
a non-British-made  version 
will  be  inevitable.  Automo- 
tive manufacturers  look  in- 
creasingly to  build  cars  in  or 
near  markets  where  they 
hope  to  sell  a significant  num- 
ber of  them.  BMW,  tor  exam- 
ple, built  a plant  in  South  Car- 
olina to  produce  its  3-series, 
the  model  with  which  the  new 
Jaguar  is  expected  to  com- 
pete, although  production 
was  switched  subsequently  to 
the  23  roadster. 

That  does  not  mean,  how- 
ever; that  the  new  Jaguar  has 
to  be  tiie  first  one  made  out- 
side the  UK.  So  far  the  com- 


Landing  a deal 

Exchanges  between 
Virgin’s  Richard  Bran- 
_ son  and  British  Air- 

pany  has  suggested  only  that 

its  two  existing  plants  may  f-e??r  , a?  P?n 

not  be  big  enough  to  cope  ^ • Ti6s^er(?ay  s 


with . production  of  the  new 


against  the  background  of  the 


Gems  of  the  silver  screen ...  Marlene  Dietrich  In  The  Blue  Angel  (1930)  (above)  and  (from  left)  Cliff  Richard  in  Espresso  Bongo  (1969),  Tyrone  Power 
and  Basil  JRathbone  in  The  Mark  ofZorro  (1940)  and  Lon  Chaney  in  The  Phantom  ofthe  Opera  (1925)  photographs  7>e  kqbal  collection 


modeL  It  cannot  be  unaware.  5*?  J°  If2?0n  °£®?S  » 
however,  that  it  is  offering  a g”1”?1  ^T1  g ff® 
glittering  economic  prize  — - p^KJfedJink 
with  up  to  £700  million  of  to-  *“*  was 

vestment  and  anything  be-  no  exception.  Th^ir  two  com 
tween  8,000  and  10$0Jobs.  parties  are  nval^  the  competi- 

Recent  history  suggests  Ji0w,betwten  0ieS  ?er9f; 
that  companies  planning  pro-  insults 

jects  on  this  scale  «m  look  to  Kipectw. 

governments  to  help  on  a sig- 

nlflrant  mlo  .Tamar  ixrTTl  nnt  hard  OH  the  ears,  has  been 


nifleant  scale.  Jaguar  will  not 
be  short  of  offers  when  it 
comes  to  deciding  on  the  loca- 


good  for  the  airlines’  custom- 
ers. Regulators  in  the  US  and 


taof  tto  Jfata  to MU toe  S”?!*  t**  P?rtng  over 
- 1 the  terms  of  the  BA/AA  deal 


small  car. 


Tomkins  pays 
movable  feast 


Jaguar  threatens  foreign  leap 


Simon  Dull 
Industrial  Editor 


A4,  and  would  retail  at  under  I tirely  on  economics,  not  sent!-  I Prof  Rhys  said:  "Companies 


£20,000. 

The  prelect  could  involve 


The  Mai  question  then  SSLS'  tSSF'S,'3  E*Z*5S 
tor  the  British  Government  is  to  keep  that 

how  much  it  is  prepared  to 
pay  either  in  assistance  to 

S5ke  sure  the  investment  with  AA  for  thepubllc  good. 

comes  to  the  UK,  or  in  politl-  fn  ™ 

cal  capital  if  Jaguar  (and  its  Pfcte^nunertaal  adranlages 

Amertaan  para*  Ford)  da- 

cides  it  has  had  a better  offer  jho^^yantaKe3  will  affect 
fttnn  elsewhere.  ^ ^ 

is  to  extract  sufficient  conces- 

_ .u  sions  from  BA,  In  terms  of  the 

Floral  Win  number  of  landing  slots  it 

Should  give  up  at  Heathrow, 

IT  IS  hard  now,  amid  for-  to  allow  other  airlines  to  offer 
ther  losses  and  more  job  real  competition.  The  regula- 
cuts,  to  recall  the  heydays  tors  should,  no  doubt,  take  ac- 
of  Laura  Ashley  when  its  dis-  count  of  Mr  Branson’s  con- 
tinctive  style  demanded  to  ceres  where  they  affect  the 
elusion  not  cmly  in  the  the  wider  public  Interest  but  not 
wardrobes  of  a whole  genera-  where  they  impact  only  on 
tion  of  (mainly)  middle-class  Virgin’s  commercial  position, 
women  but  also  in  the  Vic-  On  the  other  hand,  if  BA  de- 

torian  & Albert  museum.  cides  on  commercial  grounds 
But  while  Laura  Ashley  that  the  sacrifices  it  Is  being 
clothes  enjoyed  something  ap-  asked  to  make  are  too  much, 
preaching  cult  status  in  the  Its  views,  too,  should  be 
1970s  they  never  quite  became  shrugged  off.  It  does  not  have 
classics.  The  easily  recognis-  to  press  ahead  with  the  AA 
able  style  did  not  lend  itself  deal  as  presently  on  the  table, 
readily  to  changing  fashions.  A more  narrowly  defined 
As  a result  not  only  did  the  agreement,  perhaps  simple 
daughters  of  the  i97Ds  loyal-  code-sharing,  would  be  an  al- 


ine project  couin  myorve  i But  industry  experts  said  mu^tag^vernmente.  j but  ^ ^ original  l persuade  the  regulators  that 

investment  of  up  to  £750  mil-  that  the  warning  was  de-  _ Tony  Woodley,  national  of-  Snrfuh  deserted  the  floraF  thedeaL  howeverconstituted. 


IHro  +h;<.  am  o^T-2  ^ I IlfclU euu?(3  UL  UIC  wjcu-  i wuvwimiue.  wauu  w 

.7?T.i.8ffod  04  ists  never  catx±  the  Ashley  I tematlve.  BA  must  be  able  to 


Boss  shifts  house 
30  miles  and  bill 
comes  to  £130,000, 
writes  Julia  Finch 


me  to  seU  the  house  in  Buck- 
inghamshire and  I- now  have 
alittle  flatin  Chelsea.” 

Less  **?*n  two  months  ago, 
it  emerged  that  Keith  Henry, 


lion  and  create  as  many  as  signed  to  put  pressure  on  the  fleer  for  the  TGWU  transport  j^+ioot  tnn 
10,000  jobs,  with  the  car  Government  to  offer  a gener-  union,  said:  "Inducements  ? ir L . b“’  ]efi 


[HE  Government  could  lion  and  create  as  many  as 
be  asked  to  provide  up  10,000  jobs,  with  the  car 
to  £200  million  in  aid  to  planned  to  come  on  stream  as 
off  threats  by  Jaguar,  early  as  2002. 


head  off  threats  by  Jaguar, 
the  luxury  car  maker  now 


ous  aid  package. 


and  enticements  are  some- 


fan  dub  deserted  the  floral-  the  deal,  however  constituted, 
int  look,  too. . is  in  the  consumer’s  interest 

That  has  left  the  group  try-  as  well  as  its  own. 


Professor  GareL  Rhys  of  thing  offered  all  around  the 


Nick  Sheele,  Jaguar  chair-  Cardiff  business  school  In-  world.” 


comes  TO  C I OU.UUU,  dJef  "executive  of  National  owned  by  Ford,  to  locate  pro-  man  and  chief  executive,  has  sistedthat  Jaguar  would  want  Ford  is  said  to  have  consid 

..  m ..  Power  was  awarded  £120,000  duction  of  the  group's  first  said  the  company  would  con-  to  reorganise  its  UK  produc-  ered  moving  production  erf  the 

writes  JUlia  rincn  f SO  between  small  car  in  the  US  or  Ger-  sider  building  the  new  car  tion  to  accommodate  the  new  mid-size  X200,  to  be  launched 

two  Rtnrkbroker-belt  villages  many  rather  than  Britain,  ex-  overseas,  with  America  or  car’s  projected  production  in  1909,  to  its  Wixom  plant 

iH^nnwsnd  Berkshire.  parts  warned  last  night.  Germany,  the  carmaker’s  two  ran  of  100.000  a year,  after-  near  Detroit  but  to  have 

IA**  I5?SI2rv5ShS  ft^^Saaled  Jaguar  confirmed  yester-  most  important  overseas  mar-  spending  £1.6  billion  in  buy-  settled  on  Castle  Bromwich 

tiiit^terAik^cWtffflS  daytoat  it  was  pressing  kets,  as  likely  sites.  tag  the  company  and  invest-  to  the  MMmilltoi  proje« 

SSjh  of  ailtaK  elder  company  ahead  ur^ntly  witii  foil  feasi-  Capacity  at  the  Coventry  tag  a farther  £800  million  m after  securing  ESOmIUlan  m 

been  ^ld  £^),M0  to  moving  rive ioT alto^cwerrongw  the  new  car,  and  Castle  Bremwhto  plants  It  government  pants.  WIm is 


Capacity  at  the  Coventry 
and  Castle  Bromwich  plants 
In  the  West  Midlands  Is 


Casino  group 
sues  ex-boss 


h^ft^^ddntfun^  SEZEXSfitt  ' tottTwert-llidtaiSr is 

to  Central  Xxmdoa t — a flgi hnuge  mmr  fr?1"  H:  would  be  a competitor  to  squeezed,  he  argues,  and  the 

tance  of  about  SO  miles.  Sn2Si*n  Bristol  whmi  the  the  BMW  S^erles,  the  Mer-  decision  of  where  to  locate 

Tho  coat  of  the  move  — Guildford  -q  Bristti  wnen  tne  ho  based  en- 


goverament  grants.  Wisram  Is 


The  cost  of  the  move  - Guucnora  -o  nrzsuu  wuen  u.u 
equal  to  more  than  £4,000  a company  retorted.  - 

mile  - is  disclosed  ta  Tom-  TSSS' 

kins’  annual  report  and  ac-  yesten&y  thatMr  A^ens 
nrmntc  Thp  hfil  tO  COVBT  pay  W«lt  UP  from  Xtoi.UUU  TO 
2S£i  ^te^dlSalfoS  ^0,000  last  year,  whs*  the 


oodenamed  the  X4D0.  in  the  West  Midlands  is  Estimating  that  a project  of  seen  as  a possible  site  for  the 

ft  would  be  a cmnpetitbr  to  squeezed,  he  argues,  and  the  this  size  could  command  gov-  X400,  as  is  Ford's  Cologne 

the  BMW  3-series,  the  Mer-  'decislnn  of  where  to  locate  eminent  support  of  between  plant,  which  builds  Scorpio 

cedes  COass  and  the  Audi  production  will  be  based  en-  £150  minion  and  £200  million,  and  Fiesta  cars. 


sESSKaest  .y^. 


Angel  Trains  chiefs  in  line  for  sell-off  bonanza 


- .rr— Mr  Thcanpsou  with  regard  to 

uan  AiKinson  all  matters  other  than  the  c^Iu- 

slm  with  the  rival  club  opera- 

CASINO  operator  Capi-  tor,  and  of  havtag  made  secret 
tal  Corporation  is  suing  profits  by  placing  Capital 
former  chief  executive  orders  tor  £10t4S0-worth  ofCu- 
Kenneth  Thompson  tor  alleg-  ban  cigars  with  a supplier  In 
edly  colluding  with  a rival  which  they  both  bad  a financial 
gaming  company  in  the  battle  interest 


fits  to  kind “S^^T^nkins,  whose 

£j5S5?  0358 

he  needed  I C*^ 

Mr  Duncan  said  fr,  Smmi  to  £i-4  million  confirmed  that 

» a*™  'to™?  ^tSS:  h?ta»le^  additional 1 — — AtlM 

causa  the  travelling  vras  tak  ggjjiog  share 

^1  used  jo  Mwout  to  ^^Dmcan’s  fellow  deixay 

toghamshire.  BvtJjg*  55  chairman.  Bob  Muddimer, 


“S^^mukins,  whose  I nies,  Angel  Trains 
br^SSsjreSSftom  Mr  co^d  be  «« 


: companies,  two  years  ago. 

Keith  Harper  . . The  business  went  to  a 

Transport  EdHer  management  team  for 

■■ 1 “ ' ’ £672  million. 

THE  last  of  the  three  The  two  other  leasing 
train  leasing- compa-  companies,  Porterbrook 
nies,  Angel  Trains,  and  Eversholt,  have  al- 
could  be  put  up  for  sale  ready  been  sold  off  at  con- 
next  year  for  £1  billion,  slderable  profit  to  their 
bringing  lucrative  pnffits  tectors. 
to  its  directors  if  foe  deal  Morgan  Stanley  was 

selected  to  handle  the  sale  ; 


Lloyds  TSB  — want  to  buy  [ counts  of  Angel  show  a pre- 


AngeL 


tax  profit  of  £107  million 


to  acquire  agother  London 
club. 

Mr  Thompson  is  named  as 


The  allegations  are  made  in  a 
writ  lodged  yesterday  with  the 
High  Court  They  mark  the  lat- 


The  last  published  ac-  on  a turnover  of  £290  mil-  having  also  leaked  confidential  est  twist  in  tbe  history  of  Capi- 

lion.  Its  chairman  is  Dr  material  to  the  press,  encour-  tal,  wdtich  operates  two  “blue 


John  Rrideaux,  the  dy-  aged  10  Capital  accounts  staff 
namic  British  Rail  execu-  wrcmgfaHy  to  eid  their  pmplry- 


Trains 


live  responsible  for  launch-  mart  and  seeking  to  bring  the 
tag  foe  lucrative  Intercity  company  into  disrepute, 
services  10  years  ago.  Capital  is  also  suing  former 


m 10  Capital  accounts  staff  plaque”  casinos,  the  Colony 
rcngMly  to  aid  their  emjjloy-  Club  iix  Mayfair  and 
ent  and  seeking  to  bring  the  Crockfords. 
impany  into  disrepute.  Earila*  this  nwnfh,  Mwrgar^ 

Capital  is  also  suing  former  Beckett,  the  Trade  and  Indus- 


cause  foe  travelling  was  tak  ^ gtsuog  share 

^ * 2n?Ul  SmSo  ^^Dmcan’s  follow  dawny  ; 

chairman.  Bob jMte.1 


S^tv  sources  yesterday  because  Angel  may  float  in 
conSmed  that  Morgan  foe  United  States,  where 
Chmiw  foe  American  ta:  leasing  companies  enjoy 

v-«t.  has  been  [ 'better  stock  market 


r&E&ep 

WO  GONE  TO 
k HEflvtM  . 


vestment  bank,  has  been  -better 
worktag  on  several  options  ratings. 

for  the  part  few  months,  ta  The  a 


The  sources  yesterday 


Previous  evidence  sug-  company  secretary  and  acting  try  Secretary,  blocked  a 
geats  that  Dr  Prideanx  and  finance  director  Desmond  bid  to  Capital 

fata  senior  colleagues  would  Pereira  and  its  former  head  of  from  London  Chibs  intema- 
galn  considerably  from  a purchasing  for  food  and  bev-  ttanal,  qpaatur  cf  dubs  indud- 
sale.  When  Eversholt  was  erage.  Guy  Hutchinson.  tag  lea  AmlwMiaitaTPB  and  the 

acquired  hy  Forward  Trust  it  claims  they  conspired  with  Rife. 


srsssr^A^jsrjBS 

leavelato  at  night,  m^OOOas  he  took  ova- the  The  CanserrattvegD^n. 

a business  ^ ment  *old 

•The  company  2£ntly  acSed  Gates  sub-  which  leases  i^J5tSS?2 


cOattta«apo«Sjle flotation  confirmed  that  one  of  foe 

wVSdeScr^  ; wBons  was  to  do  *ofoiz« 

Th*.  Conservative  govern-  wjfth  foe  company,  but  It  is 


leave  late  at  asgat, iw  fnni r over  foe  The  Canservauve  i uw  — 

a business  «finSr,”  he. saM.  Sromkta’s  ment  sold  the  company^  understood  that  foreeBrft- 

ted  UP  wfth  fehairmanshipat  Ton^ans  smn^  roUfog^ricI  ish  banks  - Barclays, 


gain  considerably  from  a 
sale.  When  Evershott  was 
acquired  by  Forward  Trust 
earlier  this  year  for 
£788  million,  management 
and  empJoyees  secured  a uuawui.  aiie 
£57  million  profit.  sSSsms 

The  sale  of  the  other  leas-  s^um  sazi 
tag  Company,  Porterbrook  Canada  2.17 
to  Stagecoach  produced  a Cyprus  08^^ 

row  before  the  sssyur* 


France  9.63  Italy  2^20 

Germany  SLB&5D  Malta  04040  . 

Greeoa  451.75  Netherlands  32150 
Hong  Kong  12277  New  Zeeland  Z44 

India  5723  Norway  1124 

Irotand  l.OeSO  Portugai  29020 

Israel  $£7  Saudi  Arable  522 


Singapore  9 ag 

Smith  Africa  722 
Spain  240.60 
Sweden  12.66 
Switzerland  3L388 
Turkey  253.000 
USA  1.5710 


tsf  ««W9«f  Bank  (orciodfn?  tndtan  rup««  hm8  a/mtalj. 


Britain  hailed 
as  model  for 
German  revival 


Think-tank  cites 
recovery  lessons 


Richard  Thomas 
Economics  Correspondent 


Germany  should 
learn  some  lessons 
from  the  UK  on 
health  care  reform, 
welfare  policy  and  Industrial 
subsidies  in  order  to  escape 
from  economic  stagnation,  ac- 
cording to  the  Organisation 
for  Economic  Co-operation 
and  Development 
In  its  annual  health 
of  Germany,  the  nation  that 
was  once  a model  for  centre- 
left  reformers,  the  Paris- 
based  think-tank  also  warns 
that  the  aggressive  policies 
required  to  hit  the  criteria  for 
a single  European  currency 
could  snuff  out  the  faltering 
economic  recovery. 

The  OECD  analysis  shows 
that  Germany's  upturn  is  the 
mirror  image  of  the  UK’s 
recovery,  with  exports  and 
manufacturers  leading  the 
way,  consumer  spending  stag- 
nant and  a stubbornly  long 
dole  queue. 

“In  this  respect,  growth 
will  remain  unbalanced,  with 
an  excessive  dependence  on 
exports,"  the  survey,  released 
yesterday,  said. 

Since  the  end  of  the  reces- 
sion in  1993,  economic  growth 
had  struggled  to  take  off  the 
report  says,  with  last  year's 
1.5  per  cent  expansion  being 
the  lowest  for  three  years. 
The  pace  of  growth  in  the  for- 
mer East  Germany  deceler- 
ated particularly  sharply, 
from  5^  per  cent  in  1995  to 
2 per  cent  last  year.  Unem- 
ployment rose  in  1996,  in  part 
because  of  excessive  non- 
wage costs,  the  OECD  said, 
with  the  new  L&nder 
(regions)  worst  affected  by 
the  jobs  slump.  However,  the 
report  also  draws  attention  to 
some  creative  individual  re- 


sponses to  the  weakening 
labour  market  with  workers 
being  offered  more  flexible 
working  conditions  rather 
than  mass  redundancies. 

The  sluggish  leva  of  output 
justified  the  decision  of  the 
Bundesbank,  the  powerful 
central  bank,  to  allow  the 
money  supply  to  rise  last  year 
without  tightening  monetary 
policy,  the  OECD  said  Real 
interest  rates  are  at  a 20-year 
low. 

But  only  a rebound  in  de- 
mand for  German  goods  over- 
seas, especially  outside 
Europe,  a softer  German 


OECD  suggests 
the  adoption  of 
a British-style 
‘purchaser/ 
provider’  split 
in  health  care 
to  control  costs 


mark,  restrained  wage  de- 
mands and  strong  productiv- 
ity gains  in  the  tradable  sec- 
tor are  keeping  the  economy 
ticking  over,  the  OECD  said. 
Growth  is  forecast  to  hit 
2^5  per  cent  this  year  and 
2.75  per  cent  in  1998. 

The  domestic  economy, 
which  is  suffering  a lack  of 
consumer  confidence,  is 
likely  to  continue  acting  as  a 
drag-anchor  on  economic 
growth,  the  OECD  says. 

Ip  the  short  term,  one  dan- 
ger feeing  the  German  econo- 
my is  that  a dash  to  hit  the 
3 per  cent  Maastricht  maxi- 
mum for  government  debt,  by 
raising  taxes  and  trimming 
spending,  could  further 
diunpen  home-grown  activity. 

Departing  from  its  tradi- 
tionally tough  line  on  state 
debt  levels,  the  OECD  warns 
that  if  growth  does  not  pick 
up  substantially  an  attempt  to 
hit  the  target  could  deepen 
Germany's  economic  prob- 
lems. Fiscal  policy,  according 
to  the  report,  is  expected  to 
have  an  effect  equivalent  to  a 
0.75  percentage  point  tighten-' 
ing  of  gross  domestic  product 
during  1997. 

"A  strategy  based  on  meet- 
ing the  3 per  cent  target 
would  Introduce  the  risk  of 
pro-cyclical  fiscal  action ...  A 
key  policy  question  is 
whether  it  would  be  possible. 


or  even  desirable,  in  the  case 
of  deteriorating  growth  and 
employment  prospects  to 
tighten  fiscal  policy  in  the 
course  of  the  year,"  the  report 
says. 

Even  if  German;  rides  out 
the  current  stormy  economic 
climate,  longer-term  prob- 
lems need  to  be  addressed  if 
robust  growth  is  to  be  recap- 
tured, the  OECD  says.  In  par- 
ticular, an  ageing  population 
and  inflexible  social  insur- 
ance system  for  health  care 
are  likely  to  drive  up  costs. 

Already  the  powerful  posi- 
tion of  health  care  suppliers 
has  pushed  up  compulsory  in- 
surance premiums  — adding 
significantly  to  non-wage 
costs  and  eroding  job  pros- 
pects further.  Germany 
should  therefore  adopt  a Brit- 
ish-style “purchaser/pro- 
vider”  split  in  health  care  to 
control  costs  and  improve  ef- 
ficiency, the  report  concludes. 
Workers  should  also  be  given 
incentives  to  "use  the  health 
care  system  more  economi- 
cally". 

Although  the  government 
has  initiated  reform  of  the 
generous  pension  system  — 
with  greater  private-funded 
provision  alongside  the  state 
pay-as-you-go  scheme  — gov- 
ernment employee  pensions 
could  still  dent  the  public  fi- 
nances, the  report  warns. 
Civil  service  pensions  are  set 
to  double  in  cost  between  1995 
and  2010,  from  L6  per  cent  of 
GDP  to  12.  per  cent  . 

The  OECD  calls  for  an  over- 
haul of  the  German  taxation 
system,  saying  high  marginal 
Income  tax  rates  stifle  entre- 
preneurialism. 

At  the  same  time,  the  gov- 
ernment is  criticised  for  its 
reluctance  to  slash  subsidies 
to  certain  failing  industries. 
Including  coal  mines  — in 
contrast  to  significant  pro- 
gress in  transport  and  tele- 
communications. 

“The  government’s  resolve 
in  the  difficult  area  of  subsi- 
dies has  been  weakened  by 
the  agreement  to  continue 
coalmining  subsidies  at  a 
high,  though  declining  level," 
the  report  concludes. 


Ageing  costs 

Care  experxttora  Index  by  ego,  - 
1996.  (ewjlucfirig  ambulatory  care) 


Political  infighting  stalls 
Kohl’s  kick-start  plans 


Grand  strategy  on  tax  cuts  is  falling 
apart,  says  IAN  TRAYNOR  in  Bonn 


■ RAPPED  by  opposition 

I sabotage  in  parliament 

I of  his  economic  reform 
plans  and  paralysed  by  war- 
fare within  his  three-party 
ruling  coalition,  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl’s  attempts  to 
kick-start  the  economy 
through  introducing  supply- 
side  measures  have  ground  to 
a halt 

Six  months  after  unveiling 
the  ‘tax  reform  of  the  cen- 
tury" and  pledging  to  save  the 
German  taxpayer  £10  billion  a 
year,  the  government  has 
backed  down  and  yesterday 
offered  piecemeal  reforms  in 
an  attempt  to  forge  a compro- 
mise with  the  opposition 
Social  Democrats. 

Bavaria's  ruling  Christian 
Social  Union,  sister  party  to 
Mr  Kohl's  Christian  Demo- 
crats, meanwhile,  signalled 
its  opposition  to  proposals  for 
pension  reforms  to  be  intro- 
duced next  year  rather  than 
in  1999. 

Pension  levels  are  Indexed 
to  wage  Increases.  Bringing 
in  the  reform  next  year,  a cru- 
cial election  year  In  Bavaria 
and  nationally,  would  mean 


that  west  German  pensioners 
would  receive  no  annual  rise. 
The  CSU  fears  alienating  a 
bedrock  of  its  support  If  the 
reform  Is  Introduced  in  1998. 

An  independent  panel  of  ex- 
perts attacked  the  pension 
reform  plan  yesterday,  in  par- 
ticular the  government's  in- 
tention to  raise  VAT  partly  to 
fund  Che  scheme. 

The  other  coalition  partner, 
the  FDP,  has  staked  its  repu- 
tation on  securing  a 2 per  cent 
cut  next  year  in  the  solidarity 
tax  levied  to  fond  eastern  Ger- 
many, although  the  Kohl 
camp  would  gladly  forgo  the 
cut 

The  OECD  observed  diplo- 
matically yesterday  that  the 
shake-up  generally  seen  as 
long . overdue  In  Germany 
"has  been  made  more  difficult 
by  the  fact  that  effective  con- 
sensus-based decisions  have 
proved  elusive”. 

Consensus,  a key  to  Ger- 
many's post-war  economic 
success.  Is  being  replaced  by 
a confrontational  approach. 

The  German  Economics  In- 
stitute, the  Cologne  think- 
tank  close  to  the  country's 
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Strikers  celebrate  yesterday  after  UPS  bows  to  union  demands  in  battle  against  ‘corporate  greed’ 


UPS  caves  in  after  1 5-day  Teamsters  strike 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 


THE  Teamsters  union 
yesterday  struck  a 
blow  for  the  American 
trade  union  movement 
after  years  of  decline  as 
United  Parcel  Service 
bowed  to  strikers’  de- 
mands, ending  a 15-day 
strike  that  cost  the  world's 
largest  package  delivery 
company  more  than  $650 
million  (£400  million). 

“This  is  a victory  for 
working  people  and  this  is 
the  direction  that  corporate 
America  should  be  going;” 


said  Ron  Carey,  the  Team- 
sters president. 

The  strike  was  closely 
watched-  by  unions  and 
Wall  Street  as  a test  case  of 
workers’  power  after  years 
of  union  defeats  dating 
back  to  the  Reagan  admin- 
istration. 

The  dispute,  which  began 
on  August.  4,  hinged  on  a 
union  demand  that  UPS 
switch  many  part-time 
workers  to  full-time  posts. 

President  Bill  Clinton 
resisted  pressure  to  get  per- 
sonally involved  and  left 
the  mediator’s  role  to 
Labour  Secretary  Alexis 


Herman,  who  shuttled  back 
and  forth  between  the  two 
siitoi  until  they  reached  an 
agreement. 

But  Mr  Clinton  said  the 
deal  “represents  the  two 
sides'  hard  work  and  deter- 
mination to  reconcile  their 
differences  for  the  good  of 
the  company,  the  employ- 
ees and  the  customers  they 
serve”. 

Under  the  tentative 
agreement  reached  after  80 
hours  of  negotiations  in  a 
Washington  hotel,  the  five- 
year  contract  will  add 
10,000  full-time  jobs  and  in- 
crease the  base  wage  for 


UPS  part-time  workers  — 
about  58  per  cent  of  UPS 
jobs  are  filled  by  part-time 
employees,  whose  base  sal- 
ary of  $8  an  hour  has  not 
i increased  since  1982. 

Despite  the  Teamsters’ 
unsavoury  reputation  be- 
cause of  its  past  mob  con- 
nections, the  union  man- 
aged to  win  over  public 
opinion  by  framing  the  dis- 
pute in  terms  of  corporate 
greed. 

It  argued  that  its  goal  was 
to  ensure  that  a company 
with  more  than  SI  billion 
in  profits  treated  its 
302,000  workers  folrly. 


PHOTOGRAPH  mVWN  THOMPSON 


However,  UPS  Insisted 
that  the  real  issue  was  its 
move  to  take'  control  of 
workers*,  .jjenslon  and 
health  tends,  managed  by 
the  Teamsters  as  part  of  an 
industry-wide  pooL 
UPS  maims  the  strike  has 
made  about  5 per  cent  of  Its 
$22.4  billion  annual  busi- 
ness vulnerable  to  perma- 
nent loss  to  competitors.  As 
a result,  chairman  James 
Kelly  said  as  many  as 
15^00  Teamsters  could  lose 
their  Jobs.  “The  reality  is 
that  they’re  not  all  coining 
back,  and  there  will  be 
fewer  Jobs,”  he  said. 


BT  backers  at 
odds  over  MCI 


employers,  yesterday  blamed 
the  “fetal  combination”  of 
high  labour  costs,  high  tax- 
ation, over-regulation  and 
low  working  hours  for  Ger- 
many’s “catastrophic  direct 
investment  balance”. 

Such  is  the  reluctance  of 
foreigners  to  Invest  in  Ger- 
many that  last  year,  the  Insti- 
tute found,  foreign  companies 
divested  to  the  tune  of  $3  bil- 
lion on  balance.  These  are  the 
worst  figures  in  postwar  Ger- 
man history. 

But  a sign  of  relief  came 
when  the  Bundesbank,  un- 
veiling a slowing  in  M3 
money  supply  growth  to 
5.7  per  cent  in  July,  signalled 
no  immediate  change  in  Inter- 
est rates  policy. 

There  had  been  market  i 
fears  that  the  bank's  central 
council,  which  meets  tomor- 
row, would  raise  rates  — for 
the  first  time  in  five  years  — 
in  order  to  bolster  the  mark 
against  the  dollar. 

Yesterday  the  bank  set  the 
key  money  market  rate,  the 
“repo”,  at  an  unchanged  3 per 
cent,  hours  after  one  senior 
council  member  warned  that 
a rate  rise  would  he  “highly 
damaging  for  domestic 
reasons”.  But  some  analysts 
believe  the  bank  will  act 
sooner  rather  than  later. 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 

BRITISH  Telecom’s  Insti- 
tutional investors  are 
increasingly  at  odds 
about  how  the  group  should 
salvage  its  £12  billion  bid  for 
American  partner  MCI  Com- 
munications. 

BT  directors  are  expected  to 
discuss  the  issue  at  a board 
meeting  tomorrow  when  they 
review  progress  of  the  team 
that  is  re-examining  both 
MCI's  business  and  the  fig- 
ures on  which  the  bid  terms 
were  based. 

The  review  was  triggered 
by  MCI's  revelation  last 
month  that  it  was  feeing 
losses  of  $800  million 
(£500  million)  this  year  and 
possibly  more  next  year  in 
trying  to  break  into  the  US 
local  phone  market 
City  institutions  were  furi- 
ous that  news  of  the  losses 
came  as  a surprise  to  BT, 
which  has  three  representa- 
tives on  the  MCI  board. 

But  now  they  seem  to  have 
broken  into  three  camps.  The 
biggest  believes  the  solution 
is  to  renegotiate  the  bid  terms 
in  BT^s  favour,  even  if  this 
means  resubmitting  the  bid 
for  shareholders’  approval. 


Others  argue  that  new 
terms  may  generate  opposi- 
tion among  MCTs  sharehold- 
ers and  that  the  best  way  for- 
ward is  to  strengthen  MCTs 
management,  although  not 
necessarily  by  bringing  * in 
more  BT  executives,  and  by 
imposing  tighter  cost  con- 
trols. 

There  remains  a handful  of 
institutions  which  privately 
opposed  the  bid  from  the  out- 
set and  would  like  BT  to  use 
the  losses  as  an  excuse  to 
back  out  of  what  they  see  as  a 
costly  North  American 
venture. 

Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell 
analyst  James  Golob  said  that 
a “face-saving  compromise” 
acceptable  to  both  sides  was 
likely  to  emerge.  He  said  the 
simplest  way  to  reduce  dilu- 
tion for  BT  was  to  renegotiate 
the  deal  but  added  that  legal 
obstacles  might  prevent  this. 

BT,  which  already  owns 
20  per  cent  of  MCI,  refused  to 
comment  yesterday  on 
reports  that  it  was  aiming  to 
stick  to  its  original  terms.  A 
spokesman  reiterated  the 
board’s  intention  to  make  an 
announcement  towards  the 
end  of  this  month  or  early  In 
September. 

BT  shares  ended  the  day  3p 
downat378'/ap. 
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Cowie  settles 
sacking  row 

A BOARDROOM  battle  at 
motor  dealer  Cowie  Group 
was  settled  shortly  before  an 
industrial  tribunal  was  due  to 
start  hearing  an  unfair  dis- 
missal claim  from  Nell  Py- 
kett,  a former  director.  Mr  Py- 
kett.  ousted  as  Cowie  Group's 
leasing  director  In  April  and. 
who  reportedly  earned 
£285,000  in  salary  and  bo- 
nuses last  year,  refused  to  dis- 
close details  of  the  deal  but 
said:  “I  am  happy,  very 
happy.  I am  glad  it’s  settled.” 

Hamlet  jobs  fear 

ABOUT  150  jobs  are  threat- 
ened at  the  Hamlet  Group 
after  the  clothes  importer 
went  into  administration 
with  debts  of  £40  min  inn  yes- 
terday. Administrators  from 
Coopers  ALybrand,  said  the 
company  had  collapsed  be- 
cause of  “management  prob- 
lems” and  because  it  had 
overstretched  itself  finan- 
cially. Dealing  in  shares  in 
the  London-based  company 
were  suspended  Last  week  at 
22L5p,  down  from  a 12-month 
high  of  I03p.  It  floated  on  the 
stock  market  four  years  ago. 
In  June,  Hamlet  issued  a prof- 
its warning  which  halved  the 
company's  share  value. 

Airport  costa  warning 

MANCHESTER  Airport, 
recently  voted  as  one  of  the 
world’s  top  two  airports,  will 
be  asked  by  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority  to  reduce  its  air- 
port charges  over  the  next 
five  years.  The  CAA  said  it 
would  implement  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission 
recommendations  that  In- 
come per  passenger  from  air- 
port charges  should  fell  by  a 
formula  which  would  bring 
Manchester’s  permitted 
charges  down  by  almost  a 
quarter  in  real  terms  between 
1997/98  and  2002/03  and  closer 
to  those  at  <k*twtek  Airport. 

KvaemwrprofHsup 

PROFITS  -of  Kvaaraer,  the 
Anglo-Norwegten  construc- 
tion and  shipbuilding  com- 
pany. rose . 17  per  cent  to 
£49.4  mOtion- In  the  first  half 
of  the  year  as  It  continued  to 
sell  assets  to  reduce  its  debt 


‘Merger  from 
hell’ taunt  at  BA 


Orth 


Kefth  Harper 
Transport  Editor 

BOTH  sides  In  the  long- 
running  dipute  over  the 
proposed  alliance  be- 
tween British  Airways  and 
American  Airlines  yesterday 
attacked  each  other  at  the 
American  embassy  in  Lon- 
don, under  the  eagle  eyes  of  a 
US  Congessional  committee. 

Richard  Branson,  head  of 
Virgin  Atlantic,  slammed  the 
alliance  as  the  “merger  from 
heD”  while  Bob  Ay  ling,  BA’s 
chief  executive,  accused  Mr 
Branson  of  being  afraid  of 
competition. 

The  occasion  gave  both 
men  the  opportunity  to  in- 
dulge in  verbal  fireworks,  but 
the  committee  gave  no  indica- 
tion of  how  it  would  report 
back  to  Congress,  and  Mr 
Branson  and  Mr  Ayling 
agreed  that  the  next  step 
would  be  a decision  by  the 
European  Commission. 

US  government  approval  of 
the  alliance  will  be  granted 
only  If  all  UK  airports.  Includ- 


ing Heathrow,  are  open  to  all 
US  airlines.  But  this  is  likely 
only  if  the  deal  is  nodded 
through  by  Brussels  and  BA 
gives  up  some  of  its  landing 
slots  to  other  carriers. 

Mr  Branson  said  that  BA 
had  shunned  detailed,  public 
investigation  of  the  proposal 
He  claimed  that  BA  and  AA 
had  more  than  60  per  cent  of 
the  North  Atlantic  market, 
and  some  80  per  cent  of  afl 
peak-time  Heathrow  slots  for 
theUS. 

With  Sir  Freddie  Laker,  the 
airline  entrepreneur,  sitting 
beside  him.  Mr  Branson  sug- 
gested that  BA's  history,  of 
“dirty  tricks”  had  backfired. 
He  said  BA  had  conspired  to 
drive  Sir  Freddie  out  of  busi- 
ness for  daring  to  provide  a 
cheap  and  efficient  service. 

Mr  Ayling  said  feat,  whll* 
slots  at  Heathrow  were  tow- 
man  d,  Virgin’s  argument  afa 
not  tally  with  reality.  Be- 
tween 1992  and  1997  Viiste* 
slots  at  Heathrow  had  mote 
than  trebled,  and  this  sum- 
mer it  had  added  new  flights 
to  Los  Angeles  and  Miami. 
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Abbey  claims  bank  customers 
lose  £1 30m  interest  a year  { 


bum — — thirds  of  C&stbmare jjj* 

Richard  MH— tiered  rate*,  with  M*h*f 

payments  on  bigger  “l- 

BANK  customers  arc  for-  ances.  Only  7 per  cent  .— 
felting  £130  million  fewer  than . 3 million  ac- 
each  year  because  they  do  counts  said  they  were 
not  receive  interest  on  "extremely  satisfied”. 
their  current  accounts,  ac-  Predictably,  the  Big  Fjw 
cording  to  a survey  pub-  banks  — Lloyds  TSB,  MJJ 
Ushed  yesterday  by  Abbey  land.  Barclays  and  NatWwj 

National.  — come  out  a*  the  sungw» 

Abbey  says  a quarter  of  payers,  with  some  newer 
the  country's  61  million  entrants  to  the 
current-accounts  pay  no  to-  such  as  Alliance  * 
terest  at  all,  while  millions  ter  and  Woolwich*  pay™ 
more  bank  and  building  up  to  14  times  more -inter- 
society  customers  are  being  est. 

short-changed  with  paltry  Overdrafts  continue  toM 
interest  rates.  a source  of  immense 

One  of  the  main  gripes  is  isfaction.  Nearly  half  of*** 
the  flat  rate  of  interest  paid  pendents  with 
by  banks,  irrespective  of  overdraft  fecility  StfU  pay  * 
the  balance  amount.  Two-  monthly  fee  to  use  to 


Vs’  V. 


% ** 
- I . 


....... 


• >“=■  ' - 

- <^-***iA ..... 


v • 


*'**VWHI 


• * , 

>Nt  .. 


ngspiel  turns  on 


Chrt*  Hawkins  at  York  sees  the  record 
money  earner  chalk  up  another  major  win 

£ # ■■■  HE  best  In  the  last  of  the  four,  a 

■ ■ ■ world."  That  fej0ed  to  produce  her  contj 

■ was  Frankie  TCrsial  Eclipse  Stakes  for 

■ Dettori’s  care-  with  Benny  The  Din.  hnt  *v, 


£ £■■■  HE  best  In  the 
■ ■ ■ world."  That 

■ was  Frankie 
• • * Dettori’s  care- 

JuDy  considered  , comment  as 
touched  down  after  his  fly- 
ing dismount  In  the  York  win- 
ner’s enclosure  following 
Slnsspiers  brilliant  victory  in 
the  Juddmonte  International 


j Dettori  was  obviously  on  a 
high,  hut  tow  would  dispute 
Rte  assessment  of  Europe's  re- 
cord money  winner,  who  took 
his  earnings  past  the  £3.5  mil- 
lion mark  by  adding  a fourth. 
Proup  One  win  to  his  previ- 
ous-triumphs in  the  Japan 
Cup,  Dubai  World  Ciip  and 
Coronation  Cup. 

Whether  it  is  a mile  and  a 
half  or  10  furlongs  on  dirt  or 
turf  it  aD  comes  the  <wm»  to 
Singpsiel,  whose  starting 
price  of  4-1  here  must  have 
been  the  value  bet  of  the 
decade. 

It  was  hard  to  fathom  how 
Bosra  Sham  with  her  well- 
publicised  foot  problems  and 
a reputation  based  on  Henry 
Cecil’s  “best  I’ve  trained”  tag 
could  be  odds-on  to  beat  such 
a renowned  toughie. 

There  were  excuses  for  the 
Ally  who  returned  minus  the 
shoe  on  her  near-fore  — the 
foot  that  has  persistently 
caused  trouble  — and  in  fat- 


tening last  of  the  four,  she 
to  produce  her  contro- 
TCreial  Eclipse  Stakes  form 
J™  Benny  The  Dip,  but  even 
that  would  not  have  been 
good  enough. 

Stoute  indicated,  we  had 
seen  Singspiel  for  the  last 
time  in  Europe  and  that  he 
will  now  be  put  away  for  the 
Breeders  Cup  at  Hollywood 
Park  in  the  autumn  before 
being  retired. 

“I  thought  that  throughout 
the  race  today  he  never 
looked  like  getting  beat,” 
Stoute.  “The  King  George  at 
Ascot  (when  he  finished 
fourth)  was  Just  too  tor  for 
him  in  testing  ground. 

"He  was  a tired  horse  and 
quiet  for  two  days  after  that 
hut  he’s  very  mature,  a real 
pro,  and  after  a week  he  had 
bounced  back.  Sometimes  you 
get  lucky  in  life  and  to  have 
two  horses  like  him  and  Pfl- 
sudski  at  the  sami*  time  is 
unbelievable.” 

All  good  'urn  are  character- 1 
ised  by  guts  and  Double  i 
Eclipse,  who  has  kept  going 
despite  serious  tendon  iron- , 
ble,  has  never  bean  short  on 
that  score.  He  made  all  and 
kept  an  strongly  for  Michael 
Roberts  to  win  the  Weath- 
erbys  Insurance  Lonsdale 
Stakes  and  compliment  his 
foil-brother  and  stable  com- 
panion Double  Trigger  who 


heat  him  in  the  Goodwood 
Cup. 

Mark  Johnston’s  stayers 
have  sparked  a revival  in  the 
career,  of  the  former  cham- 
pion jockey.  Roberts  who 
shoold  be  paid  double  .time  to 
ride  them  Judging  by  the 
sweat  on  his  brow. 

“Going  down  the  back  I 
thought  the1  engine  had 
dropped  cut,”  said  Roberts. 
"But  he  wasn’t  concentrating. 
He  was  looking  at  the-  travel- 
ling TV  camera  and  shying 
away  from  it  But  the  farther 
he  went  the  better  he  went” 

Stowaway  was  made  24 
favourite  for  the  St  Leger  by 
Rob  Harnett  of  the  Tote  after 
getting  the  better  of  a battle 
with  Silver  Patriarch  and 
Kingfisher  Mill  to  the  Great 
Voltlgeur.  He  carries  his  head 
high  hut  there  seems  nothing 
faint-hearted  about  him. 

R should  come  as  no  su- 
prise  that  Mystic  Meg,  the 
crystal  ball  gazer  who  fore- 
casts National  Lottery  win- 
ners. predicted  victory  for  her 
filly  Optimistic  in  the  Eglin- 
ton  Nursery  Handicap. 

The  two-year-old  duly  bolt- 
ed in  by  three  lengths  and 
will  be  out  again  soon. 

With  the  Stoute  horses  In 
such  good  form  I expect  Pur- 
ist to  go  dose  in  this  after- 
noon's Tote  Ebor,  but  Pace 
(3-10),  given  too  much  to  do 
at  Goodwood  against  Media 
Star,  Is  the  selection  to  give 
trainer  Luca  Cumani  a first 
win  In  this  valuable 
handicap. 
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Cricket 


Croft  given 
the  England 

push  before 
the  Lord’s 
judgment 


Paul  Weaver 


Robert  croft  has 
been  withdrawn 
from  the  England 
squad  of  14  for  the 
sixth  and  final  Test  against 
A astral  la  at  The  Oval  starting 
tomorrow.  David  Graveney, 
the  chairman  of  selectors, 
made  the  announcement  yes- 
terday afternoon,  three  hours 
before  Croft  was  due  to  ap- 
pear before  a three-man  ECB 
disciplinary  panel  along  with 
Mark  Hott  after  their  clash  at 
Chelmsford  last  week. 

The  two  players  later 
received  a two-match 
NatWest  Trophy  ban  sus- 
pended for  two  years. 

Phil  TufneH,  who  has  been 
selected  for  each  Test  this 
summer  only  to  be  discarded 
on  the  morning  of  the  match, 
will  definitely  play,  having 
won  only  six  of  his  previous 
27  caps  at  home.  “It  must  be 
because  Pm  such  a good  tour- 


ist’”he  said  with  a grin.  He  is 

probably  best  remembered 

on  the  pitch  at  least  — for 
ogling  West  Indies  out  at 
this  ground  six  years  ago. 

Graveney  was  at  pains  to  ex- 
plain that  dropping  Croft  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the 
NatWest  semi-final  incident, 
which  has  been  handled  with 
remarkable  maladroltness  by 
Lord's.  “This  is  a cricketing 
decision,  a bonding  decision. 
It  is  about  a change  of  angle  as 
much  as  anything.  We  feel 
that  the  Australians,  while  not 
necessarily  mastering  Robert, 
have  become  used  to  him,  and 
Tufoell  will  gat  his  chance." 

Graveney's  argument 
makes  sense,  although  on 
purely  cricketing  grounds 
there  seems  little  wrong  with 
Croft’s  bowling  if  reports  from 
Worcester  are  to  be  believed, 
whereas  Tufoell  was  not  at 
his  best  in  the  recent  match 
against  Surrey  at  Lord’s.  It 
has  not  been  a spinners* 
season,  however,  because  of 


Two-way  stretch . . . »mm«n  warae  prepares  for  a session  in  the  nets  at  The  Oval,  where  the  sixth  and  final  Ashes  Test  starts  tomorrow 


rain  and  green  pitches. 

"I  think  it  might  have 
turned  on  foe  fourth  day  at 
Lord's,"  gain  Tuftiell,  “but  the 
match  didn’t  last  long.  By  this 
stage  of  the  season  I would 
usually  have  bowled  about  GOO 
overs  but  I’ve  done  only  half 
that" 

At  this  stage  Ben  HcJlioake 
and  Peter  Martin  are  foe  two 


players  likely  to  miss  out 
tomorrow,  but  Martin  may 
grin  have  a dance  of  display- 
ing his  competitive  outs  wing 
because  Dean  Headley’s 
braised  bed  is  not  responding 
to  treatment 

The  England  coach  David 
Lloyd  admitted  that  he  bad  a 
lot  more  to  say  after  England 
were  defeated  in  the  last  Test 


at  Trent  Bridge,  a result  that 
ended  their  interest  in  the 
Ashes.  “1  had  some  words  to 
say  to  them,  some  strong 
words,  but  I didn’t  lose  my 
temper.”  It  was  disheartening 
to  hear  him  say  that  he  felt 
England  had  made  no  pro- 
gress this  summer. 

Graveney  added:  “The  selec- 
tors were  particularly  disap- 


pointed by  what  happened  an 
the  day.  We  felt  both  foe 
hatting  arid  bowling  let  us 
down.  There  is  a lot  to  play  for 
here,  both  in  the  contest  of 
♦hie  match  anri  in  what  might 
happen  in  the  next  couple  of 
weeks."  The  selectors  meet  on 
the  Monday  after  foe  NatWest 
final  to  choose  their  touring 
party  for  the  West  Indies  tour. 


Graveney  will  speak  to 
Mike  Atherton  about  the  pos- 
sibility of  his  captaining  In 
the  Caribbean.  "But  I don’t 
want  to  do  anything  that  will 
take  his  attention  away  from 
this  match." 

The  Australians,  mean- 
while,  left  The  Oval  early  yes- 
terday to  enjoy  some  test  driv- 
ing at  Brands  Hatch.  Shaun 
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Young  will  make  his  Test 
debut  tomorrow,  having  seen 
off  the  challenge  of  Shane  Lee, 
and  Michael  Knsprowfcz:  will 
also  play.  Jason  GlUespfe  has 
an  injured  back  and  Paul  Reff- 
fel  has  returned  home.  Mask 
Waugh,  who  has  flu  symptons, 
did  not  attend  and  Steve 
Waugh  has  a thumb  Injury, 
but  both  are  expected  to  play. 


hi  n 


i 
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Football 


Adams  bonus  for 
club  and  country 


Martin  Thorpe 


INGLAND  received  en- 
couraging news  in  the 
I run-up  to  next  month's 
World  Cup  qualifier  with  Mol- 
dova when  Tony  Adams  yes- 
terday came  through  his  first 
game  after  injury. 

Glenn  Hoddle  has  a defen- 
sive problem  with  Sol  Camp- 
bell and  Martin  Keown  ruled 
out  of  the  Wembley  game  be- 
cause of  injuries.  This  could 
mean  a first  call-up  to  the 
England  squad  for  West 
Ham’s  IB-year-old  prodigy  Rio 
Ferdinand. 

But  the  pressure  wiH  be 
eased  before  the  showdown 
with  Italy  in  October  now 
that  Adams  is  fit  after  an  an- 
kle operation  and  a pre-sea- 
son rib  injury.  The  30-year- 
old  looked  his  old  self  during 
a 75-minute  run-out  for 
Arsenal  in  the  reserves'  game 
with  Portsmouth  yesterday, 
as  did  Lee  Dixon,  also  playing 
his  first  match  after  along  in- 
jury lay-off  Both  are  expected 
to  be  in  Arsenal's  first  team  at 
Southampton  on  Saturday. 

Two  of  Chelsea’s  long-term 
injured  made  safe  comebacks 
in  foe  reserves  on  Monday. 
Michael  Du  berry  has  been 
out  for  seven  months  with 
Achilles  trouble  and  his  fel- 
low defender  David  Lee  has 
been  missing  since  October 
with  a leg  injury. 

Steve  McManaraan  will 
meet  the  Liverpool  board  in 
the  next  two  days  to  discuss 


his  future  after  the  fiasco  of 
his  aborted  £12.  million  move 
to  Barcelona. 

Roy  Evans  confirmed  yes- 
terday that  he  is  interested  in 
two  defenders,  Massimo  Pa- 
ganln  of  Intemazionale  and 
Estonia's  captain  Marek  Lem- 
salu.  But  the  Anfield  board 
has  still  to  decide  whether  to 
grant  the  transfer  request  of 
their  Republic  of  Ireland 
winger  Mark  Kennedy,  who 
has  played  only  13  first-team 
games  since  arriving  from 
MfllwaH  for  £L5  million  two 
years  ago.  Wimbledon  have 
made  an  offer  and  Kennedy 
wants  to  join  them. 

Deportivo  La  Coruna  are 
considering  legal  action 
against  Barcelona,  claiming 


that  they  have  still  to  receive 
the  £16  million  transfer  fee 
for  the  Brazilian  Rlvaldo, 
whom  Barcelona  bought  in- 
stead of  McManaman. 

Crystal  Palace  have  com- 
pleted the  £1.2  minion  signing 
of  Royal  Antwerp’s  Israel 
midfielder  Itzhflc  Zohar. 

Sheffield  Wednesday  have 
confirmed  their  interest  in 

the  £750.000-ra±ed  midfielder 
Petter  Rtidi,  currently  with 
Molde  of  Norway. 

Iain  Dowle’s  £500,000  move 
to  Barnsley  is  in  doubt  West 
Ham’s  board  wants  to  accept 
the  offer  for  the  32-year-old 
striker  but  the  manager 
Harry  Redknapp  is  keen  to 
keep  him.  An  injury  to  John 
Hartson  may  mean  that  foe 
Northern  Ireland  interna- 
tional stays  for  now. 


Group  Nine:  Northern  Ireland  v Germany 


Vogts  out  to  dent  Irish  pride 


Michael  Walker  in  Belfast  finds  that  the 
Germany  coach  will  settle  only  for  victory 


DANNY  Blanchflower 
ftttnnriKiy  identified 
football’s  most  com- 
pelling attribute  as 
the  opportunity  It  provided 
for  glory.  Tonight  in 
Blanch  flower’s  home  dty  of 
Belfast,  Northern  Ireland 
will  again  reacquaint  foe 
concept  with  reality. 

It  will  hardly  be  a formal- 
ity, however,  as  the  guests 
at  Windsor  Park  this  eve- 
ning are  the  European 
champions  Germany  anil, 
ominously  for  Northern 
Ireland,  foe  visitors  are 
looking  for  a win. 

Currently  second  in 
Group  Nine  two  paints  be- 
hind the  Ukraine  but  with 
games  in  hand,  the  Ger- 
mans know  they  could  lose 
tonight  and  still  top  the 
group,  but  judging  by  Berti 
Vogts’s  attitude  yesterday, 
nothing  less  than  three 
points  will  do.  Germany's 
coach  has  already 
addressed  what  he  feels 
have  been  some  "disap- 
pointing performances”  in 
a letter  sent  to  each  player 
this  summer. 

Vogts  Is  upbeat  about  this 
game,  although  he  warned: 
“Everyone  seems  to  think 
It  self-evident  that  we  will 
qualify.  I think  we  will  hut 
we  need  to  beat  Northern 
Ireland.”  The  Germans 


have  not  beaten  them  In 
five  matches  spanning  20 
years,  and  Vogts  added:  “1 
think  the  time  h«s  come  to 
end  this  tradition.” 

As  Jurgen  Klinsmann 
powered  in  header  after 
header  at  the  Danny 
Blanchflower  Stadium  yes- 
terday morning,  it  seemed 
this  might  indeed  be  the 
end  of  the  Irish  record. 
There  may  not  be  much 
glory  in  such  an  outcome 
but  foe  German  striker’s 
finishing  yesterday  was  in- 


deed glorious. 

Supplying  many  of  the 
crosses  for  Klinsmann,  who 
has  not  scored  in  more  than 
10  hours  of  international 
football,  was  the  newly 
shaven-headed  Christian 
Ziege.  whose  presence  at 
left  wing-back  may  have 
Keith  Gillespie  doing  as 
much  defending  as 
attacking. 

Ziege.  like  KHtigmteTiw,  is 
now  in  Italy  — Ziege  with 

Milan,  Klinsmann  with 
Sampdoria  — and  at  25  he 
represents  the  next  genera- 
tion of  commanding  Ger- 
man players.  He  had  no 
doubts  that  Vogts  was  right 
to  send  out  his  warning 
letter. 

“It  is  obvious  foe  man- 
ager was  disappointed  by 
the  quality,  or  lack  of  it,  so 


far,”  said  Ziege.  “He 
wanted  to  make  people 
think  about  their  play, 
think  about  their  dedica- 
tion to  the  national  team. 
He  has  fulfilled  this 
objective." 

Presumably  one  of  the 
games  Vogts  had  in  mind 
was  the  1-1  draw  against 
Northern  Ireland  in  Nu- 
remberg last  November. 
Missing  tonight  from  that 
Irish  line-up,  though,  is  the 
backbone  of  the  side: 
Tommy  Wright,  Steve  Lo- 
mas and  Tain  Dowie. 

It  makes  a tough  job  even 


Klinsmann  . _ . goal  search 


harder  but  the  manager 
Bryan  Hamilton  is  nothing 
if  not  optimistic-  “We  can 
put  a large  dent  in  their  bid 
to  quality,”  be  said,  “but 
we  also  have  to  do  some- 
thing for  our  own  pride.” 

The  Germans  may  have 
France  to  play  for.  hat  the 
Northern  Irish  still  have 
pride— and  possibly  glory. 
• Nathan  Blake  resumes 
his  international  career 
against  Turkey  in  Istanbul 
tonight  with  the  Wales 
manager  Bobby  Gould  sug- 
gesting that  a good  perfor- 
mance could  secure  the  Bol- 
ton striker  a pivotal  role  in 
the  team. 

The  comments  are  a far 
cry  from  last  season’s  row 
over  the  alleged  racist 
remarks  made  by  Gould 
which  put  his  position  in 
doubt  and  saw  foe  Cardiff- 
born  Blake  threaten  never 
to  play  for  Wales  again. 

“I  hope  that  this  Is  the 
platform  for  Nathan  to 
really  take  off,”  said  Gould 
of  foe  Group  Seven  match. 
“What  happened  last  sea- 
son is  over.  I have  always 
wanted  him  In  my  squad. 
He  and  John  Hartson  could 
represent  foe  future  for 
Wales  when  some  of  the 
older  lads  take  a back  seat. 
This  game  will  answer  a lot 
of  questions  about  him.” 


(Everton);  Isnlrliis 
(Hudfleranxio).  (Sunderland), 

Speed  (Everton).  Page  (WttcrC).  <Ues» 
(Man  Uto).  twin  (Leicester).  m Hughes 
(Chelsea).  C Hughes  (Wl  mb  isaonj, 
tensile  » (Natan  Forest).  Btehe  (Bolton). 


Dorigo  taking  Italian  path 
to  join  Souness  at  Torino 


Tony  dorigo.  out  of 
favour  at  George  Gra- 
ham's Leeds,  will  today  link 
up  with  Graeme  Souness  at 
Torino. 

The  former  England  left- 
back’s  free  transfer  to  the 
Serie  B club  now  coached  by 
Souness  was  put  on  hold  for 
24  hours  because  of  a national 
holiday  in  Italy  yesterday. 

Dorigo,  Australian-born  of 
Italian  descent,  was  out  of 
contract  at  ERand  Road  and 
has  agreed  personal  terms 

with  Souness,  believed  to  be 
£350,000  a year.  His  medical 
will  take  place  today  because 
there  were  no  staff  available 
yesterday. 

Souness  is  ending  a long 


chase  for  the  31-year-cId.  He 
first  tried  to  sign  him  for 
Rangers  in  foe  Eighties  when 
Dorigo  was  at  Chelsea. 

“Left-sided  players  are  a 
rarity,”  said  Souness,  “and 
quality  ones  like  Tony  are 
particularly  hard  to  find.  If  he 
can  steer  clear  of  injuries  I 
can  see  him  being  a big  suc- 
cess with  Torino." 

David  Efleray,  the  Premier- 
ship referees’  spokesman,  has 
called  for  the  use  of  a sin-bin 
in  top-flight  matches.  He  be- 
lieves it  would  be  a more 
effective  discipline  than  yel- 
low cards,  which  he  thinks 
should  be  abandoned,  because 
players  would  be  punished 
during  the  same  game. 
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Results 


Football 

EUROPEAN  U-21 
QUAUFYMO 
Group  Sevan 

Trefco*  (Z)  * tatas  (0)  o 

Gokhsn  Sas  25  4,000 

Ozkan  60.  62 

P W □ L F A Pt* 
8 4 1 1 18  8 13 
S 4 0 2 12  4 IS 

7 4 0 3 9 8 13 

8 3 1 Z13  7 10 

■ 7 0 0 7 1 31  O 

Group  Efyprt 

■tap  of  b ■•■111  10)  3 1 listen*  (0)  o 

Form  55,  90  2400 

Romania  3,  FYR  Macedonia  a 

P w O L F A Ptm 
M O OIMtt 

6 3 1 2 8 6 IP 

ft*  of  If" 5 3 0 2 10  2 • 

5 1 0 4 4 9 3 

6 0 1 S 1 15  1 

droop  TkrMi  RnUnd  0.  Norway  On  Hun- 
gary 2,  Switzerland  2. 

droop  Poun  Belarus  0.  Sweden  1;  Estonia 
C Austria  1. 

P W D L F A ta 

7 6 O 1 18  B 1) 

5 1 1 11  7 It 

5 1 113  4 13 

2 1 5 8 13  T 

7 1 2 * 2 10  « 

8 0 1 7 3 20  1 

Bulgaria  3.  tsraol  1. 

Group  Mini  Ukraine  1,  Albania  0. 
SCOTTISH  COCA-COLA  CUP 
Third  round 

--  10)  Q Absrrtsau  (1)  3 

7.457  Dodds  17. 81 

Hawaii  79 

W*?58 
Adam  84 

(1)1 

damn  30 

«m 

w UWIft  Prarrtar  Mteta  Bas- 
ingstoke 1,  Aylesbury  0;  Bishop's  Stodtord 
i.  Dag  3 Rad  v.  Brenday  0,  Wrtton  6 Har- 
■ram  1;  Cvshalton  1,  Verting  0;  EnfMd  0, 
Dutetaft  0:  Hoytxfdge  3,  Oxford  CIEHB- 
" 1 0.  Kingston  I an  0 

OH  MARTINS  ilMUK Db- 

talon  AOitfttone  1.  Worcester  C 2 imstoft 
abandoned  at  htdMNm  duo  to  Uttering) ; 
Burton  Alb  0.  Kings  Lynn  D;  Horfngs  1, 
SlDlngboume  1:  Merthyr  0.  Salisbury  0. 
MAIW  UMUB  fM  nt.taiwa  Wol- 
verhampton 1,  Port  Vole  1. 

AVON  IKSURAMCB  CONBINATtONj 
Arsanal  2.  Portsmorth  £ C Palm  1 , 
Watford  3:  MIDwaH  z Won  Ham  1. 
LEAGUE  OF  WALEte  Bangor  CftWataft- 
pool  1. 

Tennis 

ATP  HAMLirr  GUP  (Commaek.  NY):  PM 
inimih  U rtiong  (US)  bt  A Medvedov 
(UW  7-8.  B-ti  a Kuerten  [0r|MU  RBp- 


ID* 

McCQlst  43.  82. 90  (pen) 
Staraaas  71 


pirn  (urv)  H«T  taiuetrt  (8we)  bt  T 
Johansson  <3we)  6-3.  5-3:  R llew  eh  erg 
(US)  bt  M Damn  (CD  6-3.  6-ft  ■ WRmeb 
(Cr)  bt  d PrteooM  (Car)  6-1, 3-1. 

ATP  US  PRO  CHAUPfOMSMPS  (Bos- 
ton); PM  nart  m Moo  (Chile)  W 4 
Stark  (US)  8-7. 6-2. 7-8C  S Doeedrt  (Cz)  bt 
M Norman  (9m)  6-3.  5-7.  7-6:  a Me  woo 
(Sp)  bt  A Barasatsgut  f$pj  7-6.  3-8.  8-3:  J 
Van  Here*  (Bel)  btQ  Raoux  (Ft)  6-4,  6-4; 
P Pew*  (Bel)  bt  J Novafc  (Cz)  5-1.  1-8. 
8-2;  R Ertirtfcre  (Nath)  bt  L Roux  (Fr)  6-7. 


LTA  8ATUUT3  (Havant): 
rocXMfc  J Pox  (G8)  bt  0 Froetove  (GB)  5-4. 
8-4:  N OotOd  (GB)  bt  8 Seri  ark  (A|»>  5-4. 
8-gC OTrtaeim  (GB)  bt  D Lotto  (68)  e-8. 
7-R  A Poftil.i  (Aus)  bt  T Mitchell  (Aim) 
4-6, 6-4.  7-5:  L Rewueafa  (Aus)  bt  A Witt 
(US)  8-8.  7-6;  C SoaR  (Aus)  Bt  □ Roberts 
(SAI  7-8,  7-6;  A taottr(GS)  bt  J Shortall 
(NZ)  6-4.  0-4;  P Ibed  (GB)  bt  G Notekir 
(Tmfla)  8-4.  3-8.  8-3. 

us  maara  hamdcoukt  maps 
(Atlanta):  VM  rota odi  A Ctober  (SA)  bt 
L Wild  (US)  8-1. 6-2:  R Dmgortr  (Rom)  M 
A-a  Start  (Fr?  6-3. 8-3;  S Tasted  (Fr)  bt  K 
Hsbeudova  (Slovak)  6-3,  8-1:  M Smmm- 
eeMofl  (Japan)  bl  A Sugtyama  (Japan) 

7- «.  6-4;  C RMr  (US)  bt  H Sukova  (Cel 

8- 1.  *-2;  ■ UtaMM  (Rus)  bt  s Apple- 
mans  (Bel)  4-6.  7-6, 4-2  ret 


113  OPRN 

(US);  2.  M 
(Ruftfcd.O 
(Art):  6.  A 
fo*  8.  C I 

10,  N (Box 
12.  p am 
14,  P Beth 

(A«*);  18.  P 
■ (Switch  2. 
(Cz);  4, 1 ■ 


1,  P a 

XuiM  (USt  3.  Y Kal 
Nsrioanlu  (Croh  5.  T 
ComOa  (Spl:  7.  3 - 
loya  (Sp);b,  g 
(ChHej:  ii.  T 
■a  (Sp):  13.  ■ 

(Aus):  IS.  m 

rest).  _ 

■eta*  lUS);  S.JHo- 
” ICro):  5.  A Coottsr 


(SA):  8.  L Porie.ipnil  (USy.  7.  C 
rSpt  A A Me  (Oaq;  9.  U Pierce  (Fr); 
10,  A Vaoetios  Vtoarlo  (Sp);  11. 1 Sptrtea 
12;  M Jftnrertet  (U31;_13.  ■ 

(AutK  IS.  tt  ftipolr  (Bom);  16.  K Po 
(US). 

Baseball 

AunueAM  liaouii  Cleveland  S. 
Toronto  3;  Texas  6,  Mlhnukee  6 (13 
game):  Tana  2.  Hfitawikea  0 Aid);  Bans 
more  2.  Anaheim  1:  Chicsgo  6.  TIeeinii  a 
MATWHAL  LAAOUft  Florid*  & n» 
twrtfi  7:  PHIade^hii  12.  San  Prandsco  3. 

Bowls 

am  ALL-aHOLAHD  CHAMP  ION - 
SHIPS  (Worthing): 

IlMnaefcM  _ . 

Inn  (R  Srtttan)  Dt  Romford  (8  Plddortl) 
18-14;  Mriei  WoaUoeoc  13  Warren)  ta 
Bafsnam.  Cambridgeshire  (P  Ungham) 
31-6;  niwiw,  Herts  (J  Simmons)  tx  Pa- 
tMorough  Bahredora  (P  Jeenp)  22-15; 
Clmwdou  (O  Lufcer)  bt  Sandy  Td*m;  Redo 
(M  Mahoney)  19-10;  Bs—unouQi  (C 
Dovrdlng)  M SoaOnrick.  Sussex  (T  S» 
vend  33-6;  Rrtaoialtr  m,  Malta  (K 
Davtes)  «t  Cartridge  A Comity  (K  Kent) 
ZMS:  ftHieefr  MOL  rp  fWhK  bl 
Stanmortiin;  Mu— eMo  (SHsrvoy)  16-16; 
■—Mate  Manta  (R  Coleman)  bt  Stoke, 
Coventry  <E  Overt  21-18  (after  extra  end). 
Oi—tii  Wii  els  I Sated—  Weetkmott  bt 
Brdhvgnn  Court  2V-17-,  nemtiei  u Gsr- 
ston  28-10:  RoBie— rth  Mw—  WaRtae* 
■ten*  bl  BeumenMrth  20-13:  Mrlduwaf 
MO.  HBueMon  27-13. 


Cricket 

MINOR  COUNTIES  CHAWMOtOMIPl 
taewtoh  Scftoafe  Suffolk  227-3  end  321-8 
IR  J CaH  ay  110.  A J Souths  B3).  Hertford- 
shire 220-3  and  324-4  (M  Jem—  143.  D M 
Ward  125no).  HorttenMMre  (2lpta)  boat 
SuffoOr  (3)  by  6 wfcfcat*.  Ttera  CornwsB 
218-8  (G  M Thomas  B<).  Herefordshire 
210-6  (U  P Briers  80.  D A Graham  69). 
ftrewoudi  UncolnsWrs  194-8  (S  N War- 
man  82  P Soden  4-4S).  Staftordshlre 
175-9  (1  W E stokes  5ft  Christmas  5-58. 
Bredtord  4-67). 

AOM  RISK  TROPMVr  SemMterti  Rrfatok 

NownphsmeWre  344-a  (Q  E w— or.  63). 
GkxicestersWre  245-7.  Gloucestershire 
won  by  three  srirtats. 


Swimming 


(Senna): 

,Je  1.  P 

Palmer  (GB)  14&8S;  2.  U RosoBno  (tt) 
1-48.02  3.  B S—hsdos  (Hun)  1.4893  4.  J 
Salter  (GB)  1*933;  5.  L Frotamtor  (Soto 
13003:  a V Pyahnenko  (Bus)  13013  7.  M 
wouda  (Noth)  1.5037:  81  A Lyrtring  (Soa) 
1.6035  SOOre  h.  -itilruke  t,  A Go4*o» 
|Rus|  Imln  02.T7sec  2 K Gutser  (Hun) 
1.0223;  2 D Malek  (Cx)  1JJ227;  4,  J-C 
Sarntn  (Fr)  1JJ2.49:  a,  O Rorcvm*  (It) 
1.02A1;  6.  B Kulpere  (Meft)  1J5270;  7.  J 
Kruppo  (Gar)  1.02.72  8.  V Alexeev  (ter) 
1.03.78.  3—  board  wyiirbraotaiJ  dhtap 
1.  H ScMeppS/A  Masai  (Oer)  284j4pte:  2 
J L HkfaJgoTR  Santas  (Sp)  28332  3.  N 
Marcam/o  Mtrande  (10  277X8:  A A mum 
Shipman  (SB)  274.71. 

too—  froxatytsc  1.  S voeBcer 
(Ger)  SSJSsec  2 M Uorevcavs  (Start*) 
S.46;  2 A Btocfaebulte  (Oar)  5532  4.  S 
Roiph  (GB)  56 J».  5.  K Ptoksnog  (GB) 
96.12  e.  n Meaawriakova  (Rus)  56.  7s. 

M Jacobsen  (Den).  W van  Hotwogen 
(Noth)  5851.  400m  niedtayx  1.  M Smtar 
De  Brain  (Ire)  4.4205;  2.  Y IflOCtacova  (Utrl 
4.43.07;  3.  H Coma  (Czj  4.444S:  4,  S H*rbst 
(Ger)  4.44.07,  5.  o Varevka  (Rus)  4.47 Jft 
6.  B caaiaro  (Rom)  4.4*71  7.  L Seem 
(Sp)  450A7;  5.  M Kotecm  (Rite)  45282 
■yinte—les*  Wgk  boor—  1.  U Wetzfg/A 
Piper  (Gar)  2S178pts;  a.  o Arboles-Sou- 
ChortJ  Banaux  (Fr)  24054:  3,  M ReWA 
nJcteer  (Art)  21567:  4.  E OtehevskayafO 
lOvtatolorova  (Rus)  208.9K  S.  M AOenO. 
Ward  (08)  20121.  4rt()»w  nli>i  1,  Ger- 
many 8mln  Q369eac  2 Ore dan  204  J3;  3. 
□anmatk  20766;  4.  Romani*  848.4ft  l 
Great  Britain  84244;  6.  Hrtland  8 11.4ft  7. 
France  61143;  6 Buy  618.26 

Fixtures 

(74Q  unlaas  stated) 

Football 

CUP  RUROPWIN  GOAUPVUKk 
Boitite-riefflgovttta  v Oen- 
mark.  Oroop  Hrresi  Htemd  y Norway 
(54):  Hungary  v SwiBarland  (540).  Oroop 
Perm  Brtans  « Sweden  (6S8;  Estonte  v 
A—Ha  (440).  Oroop  Pt—s  Brtgaria  v te- 
raal  (60).  droop  Kb  CM)  Republic  * 
Far—  Wands  (340).  Ornp  ten  t Tur- 
kay*  Wafas  (640).  OboopKrtte  LtaeMan- 
■Mn  * Iceland  (440):  Rap  of  tretand  v 
Ltlhuents;  (tamante  v Prtt  UoMOQlo 
(645).  Groita  wee*  Nortoeni  Iroi— d v 
Germany.  Ponugal  v Armenia  (940); 
Ukraine  v Albania  (54). 


Mi 

Boenta-Harz  v Denmark  (94). 
COCA-COLA  CUPt  Tl*r* 

Dundee  UW  • Htoarrtan;  Dumarm- 
Une  v St  Mirrarc  atotharwall  v Greenock 
Morion;  StVrltng  y KUmamxrii. 
om  VAUXKALL  COHrgRRHCai  Fanv 
borough  v Rushdan  6 □‘moods  (7A5); 
Gatputead  v Morecambe  (7.45). 

KS»  LRAOUM:  PM  Btrtotaoi  Leyton 
Pennant » Maldenhearl  Utd.  Irooid  atv 
tata—  Windsor  6 Eton  e Edgware  Tn. 
TMr*  MaUuw  Tring  Tn  v Cambertay  Tn. 
OR  MARmtS  MtBIIR  UMtaod  Ota- 
1 elate  Corby  Tn  v Bedworth  Uld:  RC  War- 
wick y Stourbridge:  Raunds  Tn  v Moor 
Green:  SoRhufl  Bor  v Brartdey  Tn;  Wta- 
beeb  Tn  v Hinckley  Uto,  Sau*fr«ro  Ote- 
tato—  Baktoek  Tn  v Margsta;  Dsntord  v 
FbMr  Ath  London:  Farefram  Tn  » Witney 
Tn:  Hsvsnt  Tn  vNtwpon  (toW). 


h*e— RsmsbaBem  Ud  v KMogre— Atm  8t 
HefewTtiv  Aiimrton  CrtUerias. 

nqj(  DtfMCT  LlAQWb  Ptwm&mr 
P tamtam  BWntard  v Chard  Tn;  Brktpart  v 
Threrton  Tn;  BrisNngton  « Walks  ham  Tn: 
Crtppart—n  Tn  v Bristol  MF. 

POMTINS  1JAQUR  (74):  Premier  Dt*. 
Miner  Derby  v ShrtT  Wed:  Man  UH  v 
Btedtoom;  MoBm  Forest  * Blrminanem: 
Trarwnere  v Lends.  PM  Dtatataro  Bolton 

v Mddlesbrougfi;  ftoddersflrtd  v NOBS  Co: 

Oldhsm  v LtacosteC  Wont  Brom  » Man  C. 
Sao— d Ptatah—  Carttale  « Barnsley; 
Bradford  C v Rochdale:  Shod  Uto  » York; 
Stockport*  fteOwrtmm;  Wrwan  e Black- 


teriteW;  HuS  v Newcastle:  Scartxrreugh  v 
Cneator.  Scunthorpe  v Bury;  watae*  y 


AVON  DtaURAMOR  COMBI  NATION! 
RratOM—ai  tpsMich  v YYlmbledon  (74K 
OrtmV  UM  v Brighton;  Southampton  v Nor- 
Mato  Swledon  * Tottenham  (7.15). 
UtaOUte  OP  WAUM  Aoeryshrym  v totar 
CatM-Tei:  Caersws  « Ebb*  vale  (745), 
Camnaa  Ytrys  upn  v Rhyc  Cwmbran  « 
Rb*y*dar  Tie  Riot  Tn  v Total  Net  Solu- 
Boas;  Its 'in  luid—  t y Cermarthon  Tn. 

Rugby-  League 

DIVISIONAL  PtmimSHIP)  West 
Yorkrtterepoofc  Hnratet  v Bnmtay. 


SI  Ha  lews  e Warriogton; 

« Oldham  FM  Otaiala—  Shatneut 


Cricket 

WRIT  Atone  AS  SOW  AN  CM  COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP  (tart-  daw:  114).  CNow- 

Dwham  v Mddtasek.  Aborw 
GMuaorgan  v Northamptonshire. 
LaiceffiWra  v OarbyaMra 
wotftaopi  NoBiosnaaMhiie  v Essex. 
Toaatore  Sotnarut  * Kam.  ■departure 
WanrickaMre  w Wbrosstarshlra  itar- 
trarenigte  Yoritakire  x Sure  ex. 

WOMRIPt  n—  ONNOAY INTRNMA. 
TIONAL  (to  4^:  i0P«te  England  v State 
Africa. 

sacoRo  » aWPianHP  (three 
days;  11 0):  Porte*  Derbysfurs  v Somer- 
set Briatah  QMCWteraMra  v Essex. 
Mreah ..«■■■  LteoeraMra  « Hampshire. 
I ere  aery  CO  MltWerek  » Glamorgan. 
Gw«tal  talc  SRHre  Keyrem  NertB- 
amptansMro  v Yothahlre.  Nnira  poio 
Notanghemahlre  v.Kert  Heeei  Sussex  « 
Ocrrhsoi.  WalnUem  Waralckshiro  v 
Leicestershire. 


Group  Eight:  Rep  of  Ireland  v Lithuania  ♦ . >• 

Keane  centre  of  ‘nspoM>  " 
Republic  hopes 


ROY  KEANE  Win  again 
be  the  central  figure  as 
foe  Republic  of  Ireland 
try  to  keep  their  World  Cup 
qualification  campaign  on 
course  in  tonight’s  crucial  tie 
against  T.ithnwnia  at  Lans- 
downeRoad. 

Manchester  United’s  new 
captain  is  one  of  nim*  Irish 
players  going  into  the  game 
on  yellow  cards,  with  the 
threat  of  suspension  If  they 
steu  out  of  line. 

But  that  will  not  affect  foe 
abrasive  midfielder’s  ap- 
proach to  a contest  the  Irish 
must  win  to  overtake  Macedo- 
nia in  the  battle  for  the  group 
runners-up  spot  and  a place 
in  foe  eight-team  play-offs  in 
October  and  November. 

’I  am  not  going  to  change 
foe  way  I play,"  he  said.  “I 
have  got  as  far  as  I have  be- 
cause of  the  way  I have  com- 
peted. Take  that  away  from  me 
and  I wouldn’t  be  so  effective." 

Mick  McCarthy,  who  will 
name  his  side  an  hour  before 
foe  kick-off  said:  “The  play- 
ers have  to  be  committed  and 
get  In  their  tackles,  but  I don’t 
want  to  see  any  booked  for 
petulance,  arguing  with  foe 
referee,  tripping  an  opponent 
or  kicking  foe  ball  away.’’. 

Keane  will  not  shirk  even 
foe  task  of  taking  a penalty, 
although  it  was  his  miiaw) 
spot-kick  last  April  against 
Romania  in  Bucharest  which 
denied  foe  team  a draw. 

“The  goalkeeper  make  a 
great  save  that  day.  But  I 
won’t  be  worried  about  taking 
spot-kicks  again,”  he  said. 

Tony  Cascarino,  Ray 
Houghton  and  foe  captain 
Andy  Townsend  are  seeking  a 
third  successive  appearance 
in  World  Cup  finals;  the  new 


breed  of  Republic  players 
such  as  Shay  Given  (Newcas- 
tle). Ian  Harte  (Leeds).  David 
Connolly  (Feyenoord)  and 
Mark  Kennedy  (Liverpool) 
would  love  to  experimea  the 
high  drama  of  their  elder 
team-mates  during  Italia  SO 
and  USA  94. 

McCarthy’s  mix  of  youth 
and  experience  have  had  a 
roller-coaster  qualifying  cam- 
paign including  a scoreless 
draw  at  home  to  Iceland  and 
defeats  avcNT  to  Romania  and 
Macedonia,  but  Lithuania’s 
coach  Bextfaminas  Zelkevi- 
cius  will  put  his  emphasis  on 
defence.  A draw  would  suit 
the  emerging  Baltic  nation 
before  the  return  game  in  Vil- 
nius on  September  10. 

Houghton  Is  likely  to  take 
foe  final  midfield  role  along- 
side Keane  and  Townsend.  In 
attack  Cascarino  may  be  pre- 
ferred to  Mali  Quinn  'o  part- 
ner the  20-yem--old  Connolly. 
Kennedy,  subject  of  a possible 
transfer  to  Wimbledon,  Is  ex- 
pected to  play  wide  on  the  left. 

Keane  has  rarely  repro- 
duced his  dub  performances 
on  foe  international  field  and 
has  often  fallen  short  of  foe 
expectations  of  foe  Dublin 
crowd.  Tonight  is  foe  perfect 
occasion  for  the  Cork  man  to 
silence  his  detractors. 

uraauc  op  uulakd 
Otatete  (NortComtfo); 

Villa).  Irwin 
(Rootling).  Km 
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(Nancy), 
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Macodonta;  Ltochtonstrtn  v lertand.  I 
•ifcrtaMv  Rap  ol  Ireland;  UsCMwrreln  » 
Romania:  Lithuania  v Macedonia,  te*. 
ate  ftomarta  « lertanffi  umwnta  * taBrt 
Ira.  ted  m Ireland  v LtoefitofwMh:  (top 
oftio  v Romania;  Moredonla  * Uteuaita. 


European  U-21  Championship 

Turkey  3,  Wales  0 

Young  Turks  leave  Wales 
without  a shot  or  hope 


lHJTALES  saw  their  hopes  of 
If  progressing  to  foe  Euro- 
pean Under£l  Championship 
finals  destroyed  last  night  in 
Istanbul  in  this  Group  Five 
qualifier. 

Watched  by  of  the  former 
Wales  manager  John  To- 
shack.  now  coach  ofBesDctas, 
the  Welsh  were  outplayed  by 
an  Impressive  Turkish  side 
who  now  have  a fine  chance 
of  reaching  foe  latter  stages 
themselves. 

Wales  arrived  in  Turkey  in 
confident  mood.  They  had 
won  in  Holland  and  produced 
other  results  which  had  made 
Welsh  football  believe  there 
was  a batch  of  youngsters 
who  could  progress  to  the 
senior  side.  But  if  they  are 
overrun  like  this  again,  those 
predictions  will  look  foolish. 

Turkey  were  stronger, 
more  mobile  and  more  skllftd, 
and  there  were  times  when 
Wales  were  embarrassingly 
exposed. 

They  played  with  great 
heart.  The  goalkeeper  Tony 
Williams  and  central  defen- 
sive pairing  of  David  Hughes 
and  Christian  Edwards 
fought  gallantly  at  the  back  to 
stem  the  flow. 


But  Wales  did  not  muster 
one  shot  on  target  In  the  en- 
tire match.  The  nearest  they 
came  was  when  Simon 
Howartb,  clear  on  foe  Wt  of 
foe  area  in  the  first  halt; 
drove  wide  of  an  open  goek 

Wales  found  Turkeys 
central  attacker.  Mostafe 
lean,  a handful  all  night, 
striker  hit  foe  bar  in  foe' 
half  with  a header  and 

twice  after  the  interval. 

Wales  conceded  the 
goal  after  2S  minutes,  when 
Hasan  s&s  hooked  in  from 
close  range  after  Attain  Aksay 
had  fired  over  a right-wing 
cross  that  eluded  three 
defenders. 

Turkey  struck  their  second 
on  foe  hour.  Hughes’6  poor 
back  pass  filled  to  reach  Wil- 
liams, allowing  Ozkan  to 
round  the  keeper  and  score. 

Ozkan  was  again  an  target 

after  82  minutes,  when  he  wm 

put  clear  on  the  right  and 
squeezed  his  shot  inside  foe 

near  post 

It  ended  an  awftol  nlgntftff 
Wales,  who  left  the  field  with 
their  heads  bowed,  knowing 
they  have  much  to  do  to-coni- 
pete  -on  equal  terms  even  at 
this  level. 


•rii 


B?4€ 


e ■ 


»r 

.»» 


a 


(/ 


x 

0 


o 


« 


ct 


SWANSEA  have  de- 
manded that  the 
Rugby  Football  Union 
take  action  against 
Northampton  for  an  alleged 
illegal  approach  to  the  Lions 
centre  Scott  Gibbs. 

Northampton  have  made  a 
£300,000  offer  for  Gibbs  but 
Swansea  only  found  out  about 
it  in  a newspaper.  Hie  club's 
board  will  meet  tomorrow 
night  and  reject  the  bid. 

Swansea's  team  mnnapor 
Baden  Evans  said:  "We  have 
spoken  to  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union  and  asked  them  to 
tell  the  RFU  to  take  the  appro- 
priate action  against 
Northampton. 

“We  are  very  disappointed 
in  the  way  Northampton  have 
conducted  themselves.  I con- 
tacted their  owner  Keith 
Barwell  after  reading  com- 
ments attributed  to  him  in  a 
newspaper  that  Scott  wanted 
to  leave  Swansea  to  join  North- 
ampton and  that  an  offer  Had 
been  made.  He  did  not  deny 
making  the  remarks,  apolo- 
gised and  then  marto  a formal 
offer  over  the  telephone. 

"Scott  has  told  us  that  he 
did  receive  an  approach  from 
Northampton  but  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  leaving 
Swansea.*’ 

Evans  added  that  Swan- 
sea's board  was  obliged  to 
consider  the  offer  but  with 
the  club's  coaches  wanting  to 


keep  Gibbs,  who  was  the 

Lions’  best  player  in  South 
Africa,  and  with  the  centre 
wanting  to  stay  at  Swansea, 

there  was  little  to  talk  about 

"It  is  very  unsettling  for 
Sfott  He  is  under  contract  to 
Swansea  fbr  another  three 
years  and  he  has  just  moved 
house  and  got  married,"  sain 
Evans.  i 

“Northampton’s  actions 
were  tantamount  to 
This  is  the  professional  era 
and  there  are  clear  rules 
about  approaching  players 
who  are  under  contract” 

Gibbs  joined  Swansea  last 
summer  for  £200,000  from  St 
Helens.  The  Welsh  dub  were 
loaned  £12S,OOG  of  that  by  the 
WRU,  which  itself  has  Gibbs 
under  contract  fbr  the  next 
two  years.  Even  if  Swansea 
agreed  to  sell  Gibbs,  he  could 
not  leave  Wales  without  being 
released  from  his  WRU 
contract 

The  future  of  Swansea’s  lock 
Steve  Moore  is  less  certain.  He 
has  been  given  a three-year 
sabbatical  by  the  police  but,  on 
his  agent  Mike  Burton's  ad- 
vice, he  has  not  agreed  a con- 
tract with  the  dub. 

A breakthrough  seems'  im- 
minent in  the  row  between 
the  WRU  and  leading  ninfrj? 
over  the  number  of  training 
sessions  held  by  Wales  for  the 
57  contracted  players,  a com- 
promise appears  to  have  been 
reached,  allowing  the  players 
to  report  fbr  Wales  duly  only 
once  a week. 


Lower  divisions  celebrate 
sponsorship  of  their  own 

ENGLAND'S  lower -league  | final  at  Twickenham  It 
dubs  win  receive  un  to  season,  had  been  linked  vr 


yesterday  tomjbokms 


mond 


Ee  clubs  will  receive  up  to 
£80.000  each  under  the  bund- 
ing company  Jewsons1  new 
three-year  sponsorship  of  the 
RFU  National  league. 

The  undisclosed  seven-fig- 
ure sponsorship  deal  is  the 
first  under  which  rugby’s 
lower  divisions  have  been  ex- 
clusively sponsored;  and 
means  that  their  annual 
allowances  will  be  up  more 
than  a sixth  on  last  year. 

The  sponsorship,  which  fol- 
lows Courage’s  11-year  deal . 
with  England's  league  rugby 
— now  ended-  — andAHed 
Dunbar’s  £12  million^  injec- 
tion into  the  top  two  div- 
isions. will  indude  money 
for  grass-roots  rugby  and  ref- 
eree training.  However,  the 
RFU  is  still  without  a backer 
fbr  several  of  its  malar  com- 
petitions, most  notably  the 
County  Championship. 

The  Sale  coach  John  Mitch- 
ell has  ended  speculation  over 
his  future  by  agreeing  a new 
five-year  contract  with  the 
first  division  side.  The  former 
All  Black  forward,  who  took 
Sale  to  <bp  PUkington.  Cup 


final  at  Twickenham  last 
season,  had  been  linked  with 
a possible  move  to 
Northampton.  . . 

He  said  yesterday:  ~“I  am 
happy  the  situation  at  Sale 
has  been  resolved  and  I can 
get  on  with  the  job  I was 
brought  here  to  do.” 

The  Natal  fUll-back  Andre 
Joubert  has  been  recalled  by 
South  Africa  for  the  Tri- 
Nations  Test  against  Austra- 
lia In  Pretoria  on  Saturday. 
He  replaces  Russell  Bennett 
who  had  to  withdraw  with  a 
stress  fracture  of  the  ankle.  In 
the  Springboks’  pack  the  lode 
Krynauw  Otto,  who  foiled  a 
fitness  test  yesterday,  makes 
way  for  Western  Province’s 
Fritz  van  Heerden. 

For  Australia,  their  former 
captain  John  Kales,  who 
missed  the  36-24  defeat  by 
New  Zealand  in  Dunedin  last 
w eek  with  medial  ligament 
damage  to  his  left  knee,  was 
last  night  hopeful  of  playing, 
hut  the  coach  Greg  Smith  said 
he  would  wait  until  the  day  of 
the  match  before  making  a de- 
cision. John  Langford  stands 

hy- 


Robert  Krtson  listens  to  the  heartbeat  at  the  Athletic  Ground 
and  hearsaciuband  captain  eager  for  the  test  against  the  best 


F 


ORGET  the  major  son  outside  the  dose-knit  en-  times,  yet  the  rule  that  only  to  keep  a happy  changing- 
signings,  the  money  vironment  ©f  Bath,  admits  to  two  non-EU  players  can  be  ta-  room.  We’ve  worked  very 
ami  the  remodelled  a “healthy  nervousness”  at  volved  in  league  and  cup  hard  on  that  and  I won’t  ac- 
uahhouse  bar.  The  what  lies  ahead.  "Last  season  matches  means  the  two  cept  anything  less.  There 
important  news  from  there  was  an  element  of  “God,  Pumas,  Augustin  Picbot  and  were  questions  in  my  mind 
3d  is  that,  when  toe  we’ve  got  to  get  promoted’.  Rolando  Martin,  will  be  un-  when  1 signed  Steve  about 
ke  their  first  division  This  time  people  are  not  quite  able  to  feature  la  the  same  21-  whether  he  was  here  for  the 


Team  spirit  is  Kingston’s 
other  priority,  as  witnessed 
by  the  abrupt  summer  depar- 
ture of  the  Springbok  lock 
Steve  Atherton.  “You've  got 
to  keep  a happy  changfag- 


■ important  news  from 
Richmond  is  that,  when  toe 


Richmond  is  that  when  toe  we’ve  got  to  get  promoted’.  Rolando  Martin,  will  be  un- 
dub mate  their  first  division  This  time  people  are  not  quite  able  to  feature  in  the  same  21- 
debut  against  London  Irish  on  sure  what  to  expect  and  what  man  squad  as,  say,  the  Sa- 
Saturday,  the  strains  of  Gary  we  can  do  as  a side.  Everyone  moan  fly-half  Earl  Va’a. 
Glitter  will  again  roll  across  wants  to  prove  themselves.  "We’ve  got  some  strength 

the  Athletic  Ground  at  try-  ■ 'To  a degree  last  year  was 

time.  frustrating.  With  the  players  


an  squad  as,  say,  the  Sa-  right  reasons.  If  you’ve  got 
oan  fly-half  Earl  Va’a.  players  who  are  trying  to  see 

“We’ve  got  some  strength  themselves  as  more  impor- 


* Hallo,  hello,  if s good  to  he  we’ve  got  We  were  sometimes 
back"  serves  as  an  adequate  looking  for  competition. 


slogan  far  the  new  Richmond, 
who  were  caught  adrift  on  the 
ebb  tide  of  amateurism.  The 
£2.5  million  investment  of 
Ashley  Levetthas  beenrepaid 
with  a place  among  the  elite 


We’ve  certainly  got  it  now. 
There’s  a lot  at  state  for 
everybody  but  that’s  what 
makes  it  exciting." 

The  Richmond  cast  list, 


‘There’s  a lot  at  stake.  That’s 
what  makes  it  exciting’ 


in  depth,”  says  John  Kings-  tant  than  the  group,  you’re  in 
ton,  the  director  of  rugby,  in  trouble.” 
the  maimer  of  Michael  Fish  Trouble  having  been  shot 
forecasting  a light  breeze;  confidence  is  high,  “i  genu- 


with  a place  among  the  elite  with  Lions  such  as  Scott  ton,  the  director  of  rugby,  in  trouble." 

English  dubs  and  the  antici-  QuInneP,  Allan  Bateman  and  the  manner  of  Michael  Fish  Trouble  having  been  shot 
pation  is  almost  tangible.  Barry  Williams,  is  impres-  forecasting  a light  breeze;  confidence  is  high,  “i  genu- 

Amld  the  half-price  ticket  sive,  even  If  the  difficulties  in  “All  premier  league  sides  inely  believe  we  are  capable 
offers,  face-painting  and  finding  the  correct  blend  have  difficult  decisions  to  of  winning  every  game,” 
bouncy  castles  a serious  were  underlined  during  a mate  In  terms  of  who  you  Kingston  says.  *Tm  not  say- 
rugby  team  is  trying  to  get  53-35  friendly  win  over  their  pick.  You’ve  got  to  do  it  on  ing  we’re  going  to  win  22 
out  The  captain  Ben  Clarke,  co-tenants  London  Scottish  merit  decide  in  your  mind  league  games  but  we  have  a 


out  The  captain  Ben  Clarke, 
who  led  the  side  to  the  second 
division  title  in  his  first  sea- 


co-tenants  London  Scottish  merit  decide  in  your  mind 
last  weekend.  Nine  interna-  how  you  want  to  play  and  go 
ttonals  appeared  at  various  in  with  a dear  strategy.” 


side  that  will  be  competitive 
with  anybody.  With  all  due 


respect  to  London  Irish,  Sat- 
urday is  an  ideal  opportunity 
to  get  one  on  the  board." 

Surrounded  by  so  many 
Welsh  team-mates,  Clarke 
will  appreciate  toe  irony  if 
Richmond’s  exploits  propel 
him  back  into  toe  England , 
side  against  Wales  at  Twick- 
enham next  February. 

‘Tve  always  been  a strong 
believer  that  if  you  play  well 
for  your  dub,  the  rest  wiH  foil- 
low.  That’s  your  springboard 
to  International  success.  1 
need  games  to  prove  myself 
and  they’re  all  lined  up  now.” 

Clarke  had  to  wait  until 
England’s  tour  of  Argentina, 
when  toe  senior  back  row  and 
more  were  away  with  the 
Lions,  to  reclaim  the  Test 
place  he  lost  last  season  after 
pulling  out  injured  three  days 
before  the  Italy  game  in  No- 
vember. He  accepts  that  his 
international  aspirations 
were  not  helped  by  his  move 
from  Bath. 

T don’t  think  1 really  real- 
ised how  much  had  changed 
in  my  life  in  a short  space  of 
time.  Leaving  Bath,  moving 
house,  joining  a new  club, 


I professional  rugby,  cap- 
taincy. added  together  it  was 
quite  a lot  to  cope  with.  But 
you  adjust  and  Tm  pretty  fb- 
, cused  about  what  I want  to  do 
this  season.” 

The  aim  now  is  to  hamwic 
more  support  in  toe  town  — a 
modest  display  in  the  window 
of  a card  shop  in  the  high 
street  Is  a start  — and  repay 
the  faith  of  Levett,  the  epit- 
ome of  benevolent  sugar- 
daddydom. 

'I  can’t  remember  the  last 
time  I spoke  to  Ashley,”  says 
Kingston.  T reckon  it  was 
probably  before  I went  on 
holiday  to  Sardinia  in  June. 
He's  very  relaxed  and  I get 
carte  blanche  to  do  what  I 
want  I can’t  ask  for  more 
than  that,  can  I?" 

On  toe  door  of  the  Rich- 
mond players’  gym,  squeezed 
into  a Portakabin  beside  the 
bowling  green.  Is  a typewrit- 
ten sheet  bearing  toe  words: 
“August  23.  Are  you  ready?” 
As  pre-season  training  began 
In  May,  it  is  a wonder  no  one 
has  written  "Are  you  Jok- 
ing?” underneath.  The  wait- 
ing is  almost  over. 


Boxing 


1** 


Rugby  League 


Maloney  sees  Golota 
fight  in  black  and  white 


Robinson’s  magic  touch 
slides  in  traumatic  times 


JolmRawUng 

LOU  DUVA  has  spent 
most  of  his  life  In  boxing, 
yet  he  came  close  to 
washing  his  hands  of  Andrew 
Golota  after  the  Pole  was  dis- 
qualified for  a second  time  last 
ymar  for  firing  low  blows  into 
the  groin  of  Riddick  Bawe. 

But  toe  veteran  American 
fight  trainer  believes  he  may 
finally  have  got  through  to 
bis  charge  the  need  for  setf- 
dlsrjpline  when  Golota  chal- 
lenges Lennox  Lewis  for  the 
World  Boxing  Council  heavy- 
weight title  in  Atlantic  City 

on  October  4.  

"It  took  these  words:  heavy- 
weight  champion  of  the 
world-  It’s  better  being  a 
champion  than  going  and 
working  In  a factory  or  a 
field.”  said  Duva.  "Andrew 
knows  that  now  and  he's  a dif- 
ferent person. 
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T talk  slow  so  he  under- 
stands me.  You’ll  see  a differ- 
ent fighter-  But  there’s  still  a 
possibility  he  could  lose  his 
discipline  in  the  ring.  Tyson 
did,  Roy  Jones  did  and  Rocky 
Marciano  lost  it  against  Jer- 
sey Joe  Walcott.  But  if  Len- 
nox comes  out  and  tries  to  in- : 

timidate  him,  Andrew  will ; 
stand  up  to  him.  They'll  need 
to  hire  a crane  to  pick  Lennox 
up  off  the  canvas." 

Duva  added  that  Golota  had 
“just  got  frustrated”  during 
the  fights  against  Bowe.  He 
also  believes  Lewis  is  a dirty 
fighter.  “Lennox  is  no  angel,” 
he  said.  ‘He  kept  hitting 
Henry  Aklnwande  behind  the 
head  In  his  last  flghL" 

Lewis’s  manager  Prank  Ma- 
loney rejects  the  accusation 
but  said:  “Lennox  will  be  tola: 
’IT  he  hits  low,  then  you  hit 
low.  if  he  fouls,  then  foul  him 
back.’ 

■“This  is  r*  fight  Lennox  has 
to  win  to  gain  the  respect  of 
the  Americans.  He  still  wants 
to  unity  the  title  and  he  sees 
this' as  a short  cut  to  a fight 
against  Evander  Holyfleld. 
But  fbr  Lou  Duva  to  say  he 
hag  changed  Golota  is  rub- 
bU?h  vfftoigb*  as  well  talk 
to  a brick  wag.”  . 

Maloney  believes  lewis's 
American  - promoters  Main 


Tennis 


Events  would  be  happy  to  see 
Lewis  lose  because  Golota 
represents  a potentially  big- 
ger draw.  “Let’s  be  honest” 
he  said.  “This  is  about  a 
white  heavyweight  against  a 
black  heavyweight.  Ameri- 
cans don’t  care  about  good 
fights,  they  just  want  to  see  a 
white  champion.  I know  It 
and  Lomax  knows  it,  which  1 
Is  why  he  will  be  ready  to  give 
the  performance  of  his  life.” 

- Main  Events'  boss  Dino 
Duva.  Lon’s  son,  denied  the  ac- 
cusation: "Promoting  boxing 
shows  is  about  making  the  : 
best  match-ups.  ft  doesn’t  mat- 
ter to  me  who  wins.  Lewis  bad 
one  bad  tight  nnd  never  got  toe 
respect  he  deserved-  If  Lennox 
wtos  he  will  be  huge  but  if  Go- 
lota wins  be  would  be  big.  Go- 
lota has  that  mystique.” 

Duva  also  claimed  that  a 
heavyweight  unification  fight 
was  likely  to  happen  in  1S96. 
HolyfMd  is  likely  to  fight 
Michael  Moorer  this  Novem- 
ber, with  .the  plan  being  tor 
the  winner  to  go  bn  to  meet 
Lewis  or  Gotota.  “All  four 
fighters  have  a-  strong  desire 
to  unify  the  titles,  as  long  as 

that  fuzzy-haired  bastard 
doesn’t  get  in  the  way.” 

Duva,  not  surprisingly, 
seemed  to  Imply  that  Don 
King  might  have  other  plans. 


Paul  Fitzpatrick  says  tight  finances  and 
ground  battles  sank  the  Wigan  chairman 


« tight  finances  and  KJSRSKWJS 
ie  Wigan  chairman  l 

year  now  at  Central  Park 
tog  the  business,  and  he  without  the  roars  of  “Sack 


ACK  ROBINSON  said  tog  the  business,  and  he  without  the  roars  of  “Sack 
yesterday  that  he  felt  proved  that  he  could  or-  the  board”  and  “Sack  the 
he  had  taken  Wigan  as  chestrate  a rugby  league  Jack”  rising  to  the  heavens, 
as  he  could.  In  fairness  club  as  welL  Under  him  His  popularity  was  not 


Athletics 


Sport  in  brief 


‘Ridiculing’  Hockey 

-fVaHjj  A. m*-  Philip  Appleyard  OBE.  trea- 
Hiay  ■cxIIS  Oln.  surer  of  the  International 
...mu  ll-olioMc  Hockey  Federation  and,  from 
Wlin  Italians  1985-es,  president  of  the 

Hockey  Association,  died  on 
■ME  British-born  long  Saturday  at  the  age  of  74  after 
I jumper  Fiona  May  has  a minor  operation, 
been  severely  criticised  by  Only  Purdy  MiDer  and  Lu- 
the  Italian  athletics  federa-  cilia  Wright  of  the  five  Under- 
tion  after  informing  it  to  an  21  players  in  the  England 
Italian  newspaper  that  she  senior  side  that  recently  qual- 
was  leaving  its  training  ^ed  for  next  year's  Women’s 
centre  World  Cup  have  been  chosen 


for  as  he  could.  In  fairness  club  as  welL  Under  him 
he  has  travelled  a long  way,  Wigan  won  41  trophies,  and 
with  much  of  the  journey  even  when  he  erred  in  ap- 
gUded  with  success.  pointing  the  Australian 

Maurice  Lindsay,  bis  pre-  John  Dorahy  as  coach  the 
decessor  as  chairman  at  cup  and  league  double  was 
Central  Park  and  now  chief  achieved  yet  again. 


Wigan  won  41  trophies,  and  improved  by  Wigan’s  for-  — b — — - ...  . . - - 

even  when  he  erred  in  ap-  tunes  an  the  field.  When  at  the  lack  of  facilities,  told  and  three  other  players  from 

pointing  the  Australian  their  arch-rivals  St  Helens  the  Corriere  della  Sera  that 

Tnkn  TV.nl..,  ..  moaI.  fkn  nrnn  thn  finnm-  Timm,  loaf  olio  trranfwl  tft  r-ptrim  to  JJ  IpfiS  seniors  at  LlllftShaii. 


been  severely  criticised  by  i'uroy  wmier  ana 

toe  Italian  athletics  federa-  cilia  Wright  of  the  five  Under- 
tion  after  informing  it  to  an  21  players  in  the  England 
Italian  newspaper  that  she  senior  side  that  recently  qual- 
was  leaving  its  training  j°!l  ne3ft  y^f"9  Women’s 
centre.  World  Cup  have  been  chosen 

The  Olympic  silver  medal-  £-*r  n®*4  s Women's 

list  from  Slough,  who  took  World  Junior  Cup  in  Korea. 
Italian  nationality  after  quit-  tomorrow  and  Friday, 
ting  Britain  in  1993  in  disgust  bright  joins  her  sister  Sally 


rim  Dorahy  as  coach  the  won  the  Super  League  last 
ip  and  league  double  was  season,  it  was  the  first  time 
:hleved  yet  again.  since  1990  that  Wigan  had 

Financial  crises  and  un-  not  been  champions.  Now 


the  Corriere  della  Sera  that 
she  wanted  to  return  to  a less 
pressured,  more  British  style 
of  athletics. 

‘Tve  lost  the  good  British 


executive  of  the  Rugby  Financial  crises  and  un-  not  been  champions.  Now  ‘Tve  Inst  me  good  Brmsn 
Football  League,  was  the  -certainty  over  the  ftature  of  they  are  to  danger  of  finish-  habits  and  picked  op  the  bad 
Trittw  ■rightly  credited  with  Central  Park,  Wigan’s  home  ing  out  of  the  top  three  for  Italian  ones,”  she  said.  “In 
the  revival  of  a chib  who  In  since  1902,  increasingly  be-  the  first  time  since  1984.  England  before  an  event 
the  late  Seventies  had  suf-  devilled  Robinson’s  later  If  1996  was  a bad  year  for  people  would  say:  ‘Go  on,  see 
fared  the  wnthinirahiw  and  years  and  these  were  fac-  Robinson,  this  year  has  what  you  can  da’  In  Italy  they 
been  relegated.  tors  in  the  team's  fall.  So  been  worse,  starting  as  it  say:  "Fiona,  go  and  win'  ” 


devilled  Robinson's  later  If  1996  was  a bad  year  for  people  would  say:  ‘Go  on,  see 


years  and  these  were  fac-  Robinson,  this  year  has 
tors  in  the  team's  fall.  So  been  worse,  starting  as  it  say:  "Fiona,  go  and  win'  ” 
too  was  the  Challenge  Cup  did  with  the  sacking  of  the  But  May,  who  wants  to  be 
defeat  by  Salford  last  year,  popular  Kiwi  coach  coached  by  her  husband,  the 
That  was  the  first  time  since  Graeme  West  in  favour  of  Italian  pole  vaulter  Gianni 
1987  that  Wigan  had  lost  in  Eric  Hughes,  himself  bon-  fepichino,  was  given  short 
the  competition,  and  the  died  out  as  the  St  Helens  shrift  by  the  federation's  pres- 


Basketball 

London  Towers,  winners  of 
last  season's  Budweiser 
League  and  7-Up  Trophy, 
have  re-signed  Danny  Lewis, 
Karl  Brown,  and  the  England 


But  Robinson  was  Lind-  too  was  the  Challenge  Cup 
say’s  right-band  man  in  a defeat  by  Salford  last  year, 
string  of  imaginative  deals.  That  was  the  first  time  since 
bringing  in  such  talents  as  1987  that  Wigan  had  lost  in 
Brett  Kenny.  Steve  Ella,  the  competition,  and  the 


what  you  can  do.’  In  Italy  they  centre  Neville  Austin, 
say:  "Fiona,  go  and  win' ” e ^ 

But  May.  who  wants  to  be  mailing 


But  May.  who  wants  to  be  mailing 
coached  by  her  husband,  the  The  first  race  of  the  Laser  2 
Italian  pole  vaulter  Gianni  World  Championship,  held  in 
Iapichino,  was  given  short  conjunction  with  Heineken 


John  Ferguson  and  Gene  sense  of  embarrassment  coach  the  previous  year.  ident  Gianni  Gala. 

Miles  from  overseas  and  El-  was  so  much  greater  for  There  is  still  the  hope  of  “We  have  given  Fiona 
lery  Hanley,  Joe  Lydon,  being  against  & side  from  a glory  In  the  World  Chib  everything  she  asked  us  for,” 

Andy  Gregory  and  Martin  lower  division.  Championship,  where  Gola  said.  !Tf  she  wants  to 

Offiah  from  closer  to  home.  Wigan's  aura  of  invtaci-  Wigan  have  a borne  draw  change  we're  willing  to  listen 

The  two  men  were  also  bility  had  gone.  Opponents  against  the  Hunter  Mari-  again.  But  shecan’t  hold  us 

responsible  for  signing  still  respected  them  but  no  ners  In  the  quarter-finals, 

A T r J.T lutU  - U. W DaMmiwi’A  Af 


I Dinghy  Week  at  Crosshaven, 
was  abandoned  yesterday 
when  sea  mist  reduced  visi- 
bility to  less  than  20Q  yards, 
writes  Bob  Fisher.  The  race 
officer  stopped  the  124-strong 


Graham  Lowe,  the  New  longer  held  them  in  awe.  but  Robinson’S  mood  of  dis- 
Zealand  coach  and  instiga-  And  Robinson's  personal  Uluslonment  was  apparent 
tor  of  Wigan’s  domination  problems  were  just  starting,  on  Monday  when  he  said 
of  the  sport,  and  John  He  was  accused  of  dream-  that  for  too  many  Wigan 
Monle,  the  Australian  who  tog  up  a bogus  transfer  deal  players  were  going  on  to  the 
capitalised  so  brilliantly  on  in  older  to  win  damages  field  wearing  party  hats, 
what  Lowe  had  started.  from  the  local  newspaper,  Robinson  said  yesterday 


again.  But  she  can’t  hold  us  fleet  from  eight  nations  after 
up  to  ridicule  like  this  with-  the  first  circuit 


but  Robinson’s  mood  of  dis-  out  any  warning.”  . 

illusion  ment  was  apparent  He  said  that  any  pressure  lce  HOCKey 
oca  Monday  when  he  said  May  felt  was  of  her  own  ere-  Newcastle  Cobras  completed 
that  for  too  many  Wigan  attan,  “It's  her  that’s  got  this  their  roster  for  the  Super- 
players were  going  on  to  the  serious,  almost  ascetic  ap-  league’s  new  season  yester- 
fleld  wearing  party  hats.  proach  to  athletics.  Tm  against  day  by  signing  a 28-year-old 
Robinson  said  yesterday  that  kind  of  behaviour  and  Td  Canadian  defenceman,  Roy 


what  Lowe  had  started.  from  the  local  newspaper;  Robinson  said  yesterday  that  tanfl  cf  behaviour  and  Td 
But  could  Robinson  he  was  found  not  guilty  of  that  during  the  past  five  like  to  ask  her.  ’Who  said  to 
retain  the  magic  touch  perverting  the  course  of  jus-  years  the  game  and  the  club  you,  go  and  win?1  I certainly 
after  succeeding  Lindsay  In  tlce  but  was  now  fighting  had  gone  through  a turbu-  never  did  and  nor  did  any  of 


Becker  doubtful  for  US  Open 


19927  Robinson  was  seen  as  another  battle  off  the  pitch: 
less  dynamic  and  more  the  fafure  ofCentral  Park,  most  traumatic  in  the  “She  wants  to  have  a laugh?  Ian  Stark's  Arakai  is  a sur- 

easy-going  than  the  tireless  His  vision,  to  move  to  a game’s  history.  But  every  Well,  we  were  the  first  to  be  prise  selection  for  the  Open 

and  ambitious  Lindsay,  but  new  stadium  with  the  decision  the  board  has  perplexed  by  the  way  she  Kept  European  Championships  at 

he  did  not  make  his  fortune  money  received  from  the  taken  has  been  in  the  best  herself  to  herself  and  wasn't  Burghley  next  month,  writes 

In  antiques  without  know-  sale  of  the  ground  to  Tesco,  interests  of  the  chib”.  able  to  relax,  i think  she  John  Kerr.  The  New  Zealand- 

- A lot  of  people,  not  least  should  be  grateful  to  Italy  for  bred  eight-year-old  had  been 

Wigan  Athletic's  Dave  Whe-  all  the  interest  and  warmth  deemed  too  immature  for  the 

Ian,  win  be  glad  he  has  people  have  shown  to  her  and  championships  but  proved 

gone-  But  the  club’s  prob-  the  opportunities  she’s  had.  his  fitness  in  the  fi™»*  trial 

1002-93  League  champions.  Cup  winners.  Regal  Trophy  winners  lemswffl  not  evaporate  with  “She  admitted  she  could  last  weekend.  Static  is  one  of 


lent  period,  "probably  the  the  other  federation  officials. 
most  traumatic  in  the  “She  wants  to  have  a laugh? 


Well,  we  were  the  first  to  be 


Canadian  defenceman,  Roy 
Mitchell,  who  played  for  Cen- 
tral Texas  last  season. 

Equestrianism 

Ian  Stark's  Arakai  is  a sur- 
prise selection  for  the  Open 


BORIS  BECKER'S  partici- 
pation in  the  US  Open 
next  week  .is  to  doubt  after 

the  death  through  liver  can- 
cer on  Monday  of  AxeJ- 
Meyer-Woeld«v  aged  56,  his 


adviser  arm  ctoseu.^ 

The  former  worid  No.  Lout 
injured  for  toe  jpast^four 
wtek T cancelled  to 

Boston  where  be  was  me 
No.  4 seed  in  the  US  Pro 


Championship  and  due  to 
[ play  Brazil's  Fernando  MfeU- 

geni  lastnfafrt  __ 

Thus  WimMedon,  where  he 
the  29-yearold  German  madd. 
an  emotional 

year,  may  have  been  Be®sirs 
last  Grand  Slam,  although  he 
will  play  a few  tournaments 

and  the  Davis  Cup  n®<t  year.; 

US  Open  Mtd»,  pW  14 ' 


to  antiques  without  know-  | sale  erf  the  ground  to  Tosco, 


The  Robinson  era 


I able  to  relax,  j think  she  John  Kerr.  The  New  Zealand- 
should  be  grateful  to  Italy  for  bred  eight-yearold  had  been 
all  the  interest  and  warmth  deemed  too  immature  for  the 
people  have  shown  in  her  and  championships  but  proved 


1092-93  Leeguo  champions.  Cup  winners.  Regal  Trophy  winners 


“She  admitted  she  could 


1M3-M  League,  Cup.  PrartiiefsWp  Trophy,  World  Club  champions  I his  leering:  and  whatever  never  have  bad  the  same  con 


1994-98  League,  Cup,  Premiership,  Regal  Trophy 
1S9B48  Centenary  Champions,  Regal  Trophy,  Premiership 
19M  Runners-up  In  Super  League  1 
1997  First  time  out  of  top  three  since  1984 


his  fitness  in  the  trial 
last  weekend.  Stark  Is  one  of 
the  leading  six  from  whom 


Ws  shortcomings,  the  next  ditions  in  England:  a personal  Britain’s  team  of  four  will  be 
man  to  charge  win  be  hop-  coach,  the  training  centre  and  chosen.  A second  six  plus  the 
Ing  to  enjoy  even  a fraction  all  kinds  of  support  — medi-  two  not  picked  for  the  team 
of  Robinson’s  success.  cal  and  ftoanclaL”  will  ride  as  individuals 


two  not  picked  fbr  the  team 
will  ride  as  Individuals. 
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Croft  loses  his  England  place,  page  14 
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SortsGuardian 


Troubled 
Robinson 
walks  out 
on  Wigan 


European  Swimming  Championships:  gold  for  Ireland  and  Britain’s  Pajmer 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 

sees  the  chairman 
of  18  years  abandon 
his  Central  dreams 


WIGAN,  for  a decade 
the  biggest  club  in 
British  rugby 
league,  were  in 
disarray  last  night  after  their 
chairman  and  another  direc- 
tor resigned-  The  dual  depar- 
ture comes  in  the  middle  of  a 
police  Inquiry  into  alleged 
vote-rigging  and  with  the 
team  at  their  lowest  place  in 
the  league  for  13  years. 

The  dub,  whose  board  Is 
now  reduced  to  two  directors, 
yesterday  appealed  to  the 
Rugby  Football  League  for  as- 
sistance in  managing  their 
business  affairs  until  the  end 
of  the  season.  The  RFL  chief 
executive  Maurice  Lindsay,  a 
former  chairman  at  Central 
Park,  said;  "We  are  urgently 
assessing  their  situation  and 
will  supply  whatever  help  is 
required.” 

The  resignations  of  Jack 
Robinson,  the  chairman,  and 
Tom  Rathbone  were  still  not 
enough  for  the  man  aiming  to 
take  over  and  merge  the  club 
with  Wigan  Athletic  football 
club.  Dave  Whelan,  multi-mil- 
lionaire owner  of  a chain  of 
sportswear  shops,  said  he 
would  not  deal  with  the  new  , 
chairman  Arthur  Thomas 
either.  “Once  all  three  have  1 
gone  and  we  get  a financial 
state  of  affairs  and  see  where  1 
the  club  is  going,  I win  sit 
down  and  negotiate  to  see  if  I 
can  get  Wigan  rugby  league 
club  to  join  us  at  Robin ! 
Park,”  he  said. 

In  January  Wigan’s  rugby 
league  shareholders  agreed  to 
Whelan's  scheme  to  develop 
Central  Park  for  use  by  both 
teams.  But  Robinson  and  his 


three  fellow  directors  decided 
instead  to  sell  the  ground  to 
the  supermarket  giant  Tesco. 

Their  problem  then  was  to 
come  up  with  an  alternative 
site.  So  far  they  have  fail**!, 
and  that  has  angered  the 
club's  followers.  The  protest 
reached  its  height  at  Sunday's 
match  with  Salford,  which 
Wigan  lost  21-14  to  slip  to 
fifth  in  the  table. 

Robinson  has  claimed  he 
has  been  the  victim  of  a haft* 
campaign,  and  on  Monday  he 
said  there  were  “some  big 
sharks  out  there”  intent  on  de- 
vouring the  dub.  He  also  de- 
nied he  was  about  to  step 
down.  Less  than  24  hours  later 
he  had  gone,  after  18  years  on 
the  board,  the  past  five  as 

chairman.  “I  Mt  I had  taken 

Wigan  rugby  league  as  for  as  I 
could,”  he  said. 

Last  year,  not  long  after 
Wigan  had  lost  in  the  Chal- 
lenge Cup  for  the  first  Hmw 
since  1987,  Robinson  was 
cleared  of  attempting  to  per- 
vert the  course  of  justice,  con- 
cerning a bogus  transfer,  and 
the  club’s  financial  crisis 
forced  the  sale  of  leading 
players  including  Martin  Of- 
fiah and  Va’alga  Tuigamala. 

Robinson's  troubles  came 
to  a head  in  May  at  a special 
meeting  of  shareholders  to 
discuss  the  Tesco  deal.  He  and 
Rathbone  were  given  a vote  of 
confidence  but  were  accused 
of  vote-rigging.  Both  deny  the 
claim  and  Lancashire  police 
have  still  to  complete  their 
investigation. 

f^,ct  night  tha  remaining  di- 
rectors, Thomas  and  the  chief 
executive  David  Bradshaw, 
were  planning  the  future  of  a 
dub  rumoured  to  be  in  finan- 
cial difficulty.  “They  have 
major  financial  problems," 
said  John  Martin,  a former  di- 
rector who  resigned  over  the 
Tesco  rumpus. 

Wigan  in  crisis,  poga  15 


In  the  fast  lane . . . Ireland's  Michelle  Smith  lost  the  lead  during  the  breaststroke  phase  but  recovered  to  take  gold  in  the  400  metres  individual  medley  photograph.-  p ago  campos 

Smith  back  in  the  name  of  power 


Steven  Downes  In  SevtUe 


Michelle 

Smith,  Ire- 
land’s most 
successful 
earner  of  for- 
eign gold  after  Guinness, 
grasped  the  metal  again 
yesterday,  winning  the  400 
metres  individual  medley 
on  the  first  day  of  file  Euro- 
pean championships  here. 

But  this  was  not  the  dom- 
inating, powerful  per- 
former of  the  Atlanta 
Olympics  last  year,  when 
she  won  three  gold  medals. 
In  her  heat  she  lost  to  Hana 
Ceraa,  of  the  Czech  Repub- 
lic, and  in  the  final  Smith, 
now  competing  under  her 


married  name  of  De  Brain, 
appeared  vulnerable  before 
ultimately  steaming  down 
the  last  length  to  win  In 
4min  42.08sec  from  Yana 
Klochkova,  of  the  Ukraine. 

Klochkova  is  a slight  fig- 
ure, less  than  two  weeks 
past  her  15th  birthday.  She 
did  not  have  her  first  swim- 
ming lesson  until  two  years 
after  Smirti  had  made  her 
Olympic  debut  in  Seoul  in 
1988.  Yet  she  was  un- 
daunted by  Smith’s  power- 
ful build  and  reputation  as 
they  lined  up  fbr  yester- 
day’s final,  and  she  even 
wrested  the  lead  from  the 
Irish  woman  daring  the 
breaststroke  phase. 

Coming  off  the  turn  into 
the  final  50  metres  of  free- 


style, Smith  was  trailing  by 
0J2sec-  “At  that  stage  I had 
two  choices,”  she  said.  “I 
could  let  it  go  or  I could  put 
my  head  down  and  fight.” 
She  chose  the  latter,  and  in 
20  metres  she  transformed 
a potential  defeat  into  an- 
other storming  victory. 

In  Vienna  two  years  ago 
in  the  last  European  cham- 
pionships Smith  had  an- 
nounced herself  by  winning 
two  gold  medals  and  the 
400  individual  medley  sil- 
ver. Now,  at  27,  she  could 
win  four  more  events  dur- 
ing the  week. 

WhileSmith  was  winning 
gold  in  Vienna  and  then  At- 
lanta, Britain's  Paul 
Palmer  managed  silver 
medals  in  his  best  event 


the  400m  freestyle.  Yester- 
day. In  the  200m  free,  he 
produced  a Smith-like 
surge  to  take  the  title. 

Until  then  the  British 
team.  In  the  city  where  Cer- 
vantes was  born,  had 
seemed  to  be  tilting  at 
windmills.  Sue  Rolph  and 
Karen  Pickering  were 
fourth  and  fifth  in  the 
women’s  loom  freestyle, 
and  the  women's  4x200m 
squad  faded  to  fifth. 

Even  in  Palmer’s  race 
James  Salter  missed  bronze 
by  the  agonisingly  small 
margin  of  0.0 1 sec.  But  Palm- 
er’s performance  was  one  of 
supreme  confidence  as  he 
waited  until  the  final  length 
before  deploying  the  power 
from  his  shoulders  and  a 


Paul  Weaver 


Why  sport 
has  become 
Labour’s  toy 
department 

Bitterness  is  one  of 
the  most  unattractive  of 
characteristics.  A small 
infection  of  disappointment 
can  sour  the  soul  and  poison 
the  spirit  making  the  victim  | 
withdraw  to  the  shadows  and 
view  the  world  with  a scowl 
and  a facial  tick  and . . . I'm 
not  at  all  proud  of  it  But  there 
it  is.  I’ve  been  betrayed  and  it  - 
hurts. 

I  was  there  on  polling  day. 
clutching  my  Staedtler  HB, 
and  I placed  my  cross  beside 
the  name  of  the  Labour  candi- 
date. Glenda  Jackson  in  this 
case,  despite  her  rather  worry- 
ing comment  at  the  previous 


election  that  she  would  give 
up  her  acting  career  as  soon  as 
she  entered  Parliament 

I even  sat  up  throughout 
that  memorable  Night  of  the 
Long  Pencils,  with  eyes  as 
small  and  red  as  boHy  berries, 
giving  a whoop  of  delight  at 
the  demise  of  each  forlorn  blue 
tie  and  pinstripe. 

I did  not  vote  Labour  specif- 
ically to  enhance  England's 
chances  of  winning  the  Ashes 
or  next  year's  World  Cup.  But 
there  was  the  Implicit  hope 
that  they  might  know  that  a 
cricket  bat  had  another  use 
apart  from  bashing  burglars 
and  stooping  the  draught 
under  the  door,  and  that  a foot- 
ball represented  something 
slightly  more  important  than 
just  another  photoopportu- 
nity for  Tony  Blair  and  Kevin 
Keegan  (New  Labour, 
Newcastle). 

Now  we  know  better.  We 
know  that  what  this  Govern- 
ment understands  about  sport 
could  be  written  on  a grass- 
hopper’s kneecap  with  space 
to  spare. 

We  know  that  in  Chris 
Smith,  the  Culture,  Media  and 
Sport  Secretary,  we  have 
someone  marginally  more  ac- 
cident-prone than  the  Mir 
space  station.  And  in  Tony 
Banks,  who  looks  ™«winfiy 
like  Reg  Varney  of  On  The 
Buses  but  Is  much  funnier,  we 
have  a sports  minister  who 
cannot  think  beyond  sound- 


bites and  buffoonery.  Beside 
this  pair  old  Mr  Bean  himself, 
John  Major,  actually  appears 
to  know  a thing  or  two. 

Mr  Smith,  who  knows  more 
about  the  academy  of  U-turns 
than  the  one  for  sport,  now 
says  that  there  could  be  a sepa- 
rate centre  for  cricket,  with 
Lottery  funding,  after  his  an- 
nouncement that  the  national 
academy  would  exclude  such 
team  sports  as  cricket,  foot- 
ball and  rugby. 

The  MP  for  Islington  South, 
who  had  been  tipped  to  be- 
come the  health  minister,  has 
certainly  managed  to  make  a 
big  noise  with  his  smaller 
portfolio,  as  Camelot  and  the 
Royal  Opera  House  would  rue- 
fully confirm. 

BANKS,  meanwhile,  the 
new  lad  for  New 
Labour,  has  done  much 
to  trivialise  a post  which  had 
its  solitary  great  Incumbent 
under  a Labour  Government 
Denis  Howell,  in  the  pipe-and- 
mac  years  of  Harold  Wfljsom. 
The  appointment  of  Banks 
merely  gives  comfort  to  those 
who  feel  that  sport  is  little 
more  than  life's  toy  depart- 
ment It  suggests  a Govern- 
ment with  more  important 
matters  on  Us  mind. 

It  would  be  nice  to  like  the 
dandyish,  maverick  Banksy, 
for  he  is  likeable  In  many 
ways,  if  only  he  didn't  work  so 
very  hard  at  being  such  an 


ordinary  bloke,  and  if  only  his 
ministry  was  not  already  lit- 
tered with  enough  gaffes  to 
last  a parliament. 

He  was  not  In  office  a week 
before  he  said  that  there 
should  be  a UK  football  team 
and  that  foreign  players  resi- 
dent in  Britain  shonld  be  able 
to  play  for  England,  Scotland 
or  Ireland  (Gascoigne  for 
Scotland). 

His  observation  that  “We've 
never  really  punched  our 
weight  In  International  foot- 
ball" forgets  the  little  matter 
of  Wembley  in  1966. 

He  has  not  improved.  He 
now  suggests  that  the  national 
anthem  and  the  waving  of  the 
Union  flag  should  be  banned 
from  football  matches  and 
other  international  events  be- 
cause they  stir  up  aggressive 

nationalism  Rvpn  Mr  Smtth 

had  a go  at  him  for  that 

This  month  we  had  the  un- 
veiling of  the  Government's 
football  task  force.  And  who 
does  he  get  to  front  it?  David 
Mellor,  that’s  who,  the 
man  who  brought  a fresh 
spark  to  my  little  holly  berries 
on  the  Night  of  the  Long  Pen- 
cils when  he  was  turfed  out  of 
Putney,  the  people  who  should 
know  him  best  if  you  forget 
about  that  actress  with  a toe 
fetish. 

You  cannot  keep  politics  out 
of  sport  but  we  should  keep 
sport  away  from  politicians 
such  as  these. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,047 


Across 


7 Leave  for  German  lake  (8) 

9  Unobtrusive  way  to  follow 
fashion  (6) 

10  Vehicle  in  reverse  role  (4) 

11  Change  sound  pert  of 
church  artwork  (10) 

12  C^hakfingaravireortwofEO 
14  Principal  country-singer  in 

public  records  (8) 


15  Queen  attending  dty  bail  (6) 

17  Place  in  office  fbr  Stalin  bust 

(6) 

20  Press  down  seed  without 
rush?  (8) 

22  Straight-forward  guide  (6) 

23  Musical  bluff  by  politician 
(10) 

24  Cut  In  two  we  hear  (4) 

25  vessel  on  board  ship  for 
drainage  purposes  (6) 


kick  that  made  the  water  in 
his  wake  look  as  If  It  was 
boiling.  The  %2-year-old 
from  Lincoln  watched.  Ms 
Italian  rival  Mass!  Roaollno 
maim  the  pace,  then  pro- 
duced a burst  down  the  final 
50  metres  to  take  the  lead 
four  strokes  from  the  wall, 
touching  first  in  U48-85. 

As  the  sun  reflected  the 
gold  of  his  medal  into  his 
smiling  face.  Palmer  said: 
*Tve  got  enough  silvers.  It 
was  about  time  I won  some- 
thing. When  I came  here 
and  looked  around,  there 
was  no  one  I feared.” 

Palmer’s  gold  may  lead  to 
more.  He  himself  may  win 
another  two  this  week,  one 
In  the  400m  and  another  In 
today's  4 x 200m  freestyle. 


25  True  bill  on  churchman  (B) 

Down 


1 Weapon  turned  on  a poli- 
tician of  little  Importance  (8) 

2 Design  for  bed  (4) 

3 Deserter  taking  hint  about 
clergyman  (6) 

4 A man  harbouring 
schoolboy  from  the  States 
(8) 

5 Act  as  executor  for  modem 
politician  (10) 

6 Spirit  of  tipsy  cheer-leader 

W 

8 Cossack  general  taking 
over  the  island  (6) 

13  I an  put  out  by  rule  on  tote 
(4-6) 

1 5 Train  for  military  manoeuvre 

(8) 

18  Sad  tale  about  tree  being 
cut  (8) 

19  First  hour  for  example  on 
turbulent  airffight  (G) 

21  Where  to  find  most  of  the 
best  characters  (6) 

22  Change  skies  on  finding 
fault  (6) 

24  Saucy  part  of  supper-table 
(4) 


r- 


